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WINNING THE TOP. 


Did you ever pause at the end of a stiff mountain 
climb and look back to pick out the pathway you had 
so laboriously traveled? Way down in the valley where 
that little stream weaves a silver ribbon through the 
earpet of green foliage was the starting point. It was 
easy walking there, and the top did not look far dis- 
tant. Then the way got a little steeper; outcroppings 
of rocky ledges began to offer obstacles to steady prog- 
ress. Over there was where you made a detour when 
that smooth face of solid rock seemed to bar further 
progress. Just above, where that deep ravine leaves a 
sear on the face of the surrounding landscape, you had 
to retrace your steps for a distance and 
make a new start in another direction. 
And at your feet is the last slope of loose 
earth and stone which taxed your strength 
more than any other portion of the climb. 
But now you can rest. Perhaps there is 
another little hillock rising higher than 
your point of vantage, but it is of a gentle 
acclivity compared with what lies below. 

Much the same feeling must come to a 
man who has won his way up the mountain- 
side of business success unaided by other 
means than sturdy muscles, an indomitable 
energy and good head work. The one who 
attains success through a combination of 
favorable circumstances bears about the 
same relation to the climber as does the 
man who takes the cog railway up Pike’s 
Peak to him who follows the old burro 
trail on foot and reaches the top just as 
the rising sun begins to paint in gorgeous 
colors the lesser peaks below. After all, 
true appreciation of anything in life comes 
only through its attainment by individual 
effort. 

August H. Stange has been a climber 
all his life. From a poor boy in a small 
village in southern Wisconsin, forced to 
do a man’s work when scarcely in his teens 
to add his mite to the support of a large 
family, to a position of prominence in the 
lumber business and to the head of the 
largest sash and door manufacturing plant 
in the world is a far ery, but such in brief 
is what Mr. Stange accomplished, 
although he is comparatively a young 
man—just in the prime of life. The out- 
put of his factory is known the length 
and breadth of the American continent and 
is carried across the seas into foreign lands, 
even to the land of his nativity. He was 
born near the village of Stettin, in Ger- 
many, October 10, 1853. His parents were solicitous 
for the welfare of their children and, thinking that 
the new world offered greater opportunities than the 
Fatherland, when their son August was only a year 
old they migrated to America and settled at Water- 
town, Jefferson county, Wis., in 1854. It was here 
that Mr. Stange spent the early years of his life. 
When only thirteen years old, by reason of the unfor- 
tunate illness of his father, he was forced to leave 
school and go to work, earning what little he could 
to help in the maintenance of the family. He had early 
shown a fondness for woodworking, stealing what time 
he could from other duties to make boxes and toys 
of wood for his brothers and sisters. It was thus only 
natural that when the necessity arose he should look 
for something to do in the woodworking line, Accord- 
ingly, he secured a position in a small sash and door 


has 


factory at Watertown, operated by Christian Myer, 
where he received $100 for his first year’s work and 
$150 for the second year. He continued to work in this 
factory for five years, becoming proficient in all the 
details of woodworking. At the end of that time, 
although only eighteen years old, he was receiving the 
highest wages paid any of the mechanics in the fac- 
tory. 

During this period, and when only fourteen years old, 
he came to the conclusion that to cope with the business 
world and carry out plans of his life work as even 
then mapped out, he must have more of an education 
than the few years of schooling he had enjoyed afforded. 
He went to the principal of the high school and told of 





AUGUST H. STANGE, 
Merrill, Wis. 


his aspirations. To get an education and at the same 
time keep at work seemed a difficult problem to solve. 
But the professor came to his aid, telling him that if he 
would get up a-class of ten or twelve boys among his ac- 
quaintances to form an evening school an instructor 
would be provided. It was no eagy matter to persuade a 
dozen boys that after working hard all day they should 
devote their evenings to study and mental improvement. 
But he finally succeeded, and for four winters he was 
enabled to devote two hours an evening for three even- 
ings a week to school work. In this way, his progress 


being carefully watched by the professor, who had taken 
an interest in him, he received a good common school 
and business education. ; 
When only a little over eighteen years old Mr. Stang 
decided he must take a step important for a youth 
who had never been away from home; he must go to 


Racine in the hope of learning still more about the 
woodworking industry, for he had heard there were 
some large factories in that place. So, with just enough 
money to pay his railroad fare and a little bit of pocket 
money, he went to Racine, passing through Milwaukee 
on the way. Arriving at the former place in the morn- 
ing, he went to the office of Thomas Driver & Son and 
at once asked for work. He told what kind of work 
he had been doing and could do and that he possessed 
a full kit of tools for bench work. He was informed 
that if he would come around the next morning 
he would be given a place. He made no inquiry 
about wages, but went away, and seeing the factory 
of Miner & McClurg, which looked a little larger 
than the one he had just visited, he went 
to the office, where he was questioned by 
Mr, Miner ag to what he could do and why 
he left home. He explained that although 
he valued his home very much he desired 
to learn more about the trade. Mr. McClurg 
came in at this juncture and complimented 
the young man upon his worthy ambition. 
Having inquired his name Mr. Miner said: 

“August, one of our men has cut his hand 
and is laid up, and work in that department 
has piled up. It is rather tough work to 
start a new man at, but if you want to 
tackle it you can go to work this after- 
noon.” 

The young woodworker was so pleased 
with the outlook that he asked no further 
questions and accepted the offer. His 
employer secured him a boarding place in 
the family of one of the workmen, whither 
he had his trunk sent, and as a dutiful son 
the first thing he did when he reached his 
room that noon was hurriedly to pencil a 
letter to his mother telling her of his good 
fortune. It did not take the new man long 
to show the kind of stuff he was made of. 
Soon after, the sash foreman left and he 
was given that position. Then, after a 
time, the foreman of the blind department 
left, and Mr, Stange took charge of that 
department also. 

When he had been with Miner & McClurg 
about four years their factory burned, and, 
having acquired in the meantime much 
knowledge of millwright work, he was prac- 
tically placed in charge of rebuilding the 
plant. The contracts which Miner & Mc- 
Clurg had on hand when the factory burned 
were given to H. W. Wright, who at that 
time also had a sash and door factory in 
Racine, and Mr, Stange was sent over to 
that factory by his employers to look after 
the work. Later on, at Mr. Wright’s request, he added to 
his duties the supervision of some of the other work in 
the Wright plant. After he had gotten the new factory 
of Miner & McClurg started he secured the consent of 
his employers to leaving their service entirely and 
became superintendent of Mr. Wright’s factory. When 
the latter was appointed postmaster of Racine he gave 
Mr. Stange entire charge of the business, which con- 
sisted principally of the manufacture of interior finish 
and mill work, and from year to year increased in vol- 
ume. 

Four years later, when Mr. Wright’s term as post- 
master expired, he concluded he could do better by get- 
ting nearer to the source of the supply of raw material 
and accordingly began an investigation of the possibili- 
ties of locating a woodworking plant in the Wisconsin 

(Continued on Page 18.) 
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has been won by our belts 
wherever they have been used, 


THE REASONS: 


They are high grade. 

They are made of the best stock. 

They will last. 

They run properly. 

They avoid repairs and delays. 

They stand hard work on high- 
speed machinery. 

They are RIGHT. 
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There is a gratifying stréngth in the hardwood mar- 
kets. Some items have shown decline, but on the whole 
former prices are pretty well maintained, and there is 
nothing that can be called weakness even where the 
Tange of prices is lower. The values that have been 


adopted, by common consent, so to speak, are being well 
maintained, 


The continued opening of new districts in Alaska 
maintains the shipment of lumber from Washington and 
Oregon to that section. Just now the Cape Nome district 
is a heavy buyer and the demand does not seem easily 
satisfied. The advantage of that district to the lumber 
trade is that it is on the coast, with practically no local 
supply of timber of any sort, so that not only is there a 
large demand for lumber for various purposes, but also 
the means of supplying it. The Klondike excitement 
resulted merely in the shipments necessary to build up 
the ports of entry like Skaguay—Dawson and other 
cities on the Yukon and its tributaries being built 
mainly of logs—while at Cape Nome there are no logs, 
but lumber can be brought in in any quantity by vessels 
which land at the site of the future city. 

OPAPP PIII I ISS 

As the season advances there is a growing anxiety in 
the white pine north regarding the log supply for the 
season's work of the mills. June rains have been 
depended upon to make up for the lack of moisture and 
of a driving stage early in the year, but these rains are 
delayed and loggers are afraid that June may prove to 
be a dry month. At the best the supply will be short- 
ened, but if there should be any shortage of rainfall in 
the next three or four weeks the condition would be 
serious. 

PPA BABB PPL LL 

Xeports from Mississippi are to the effect that log- 
gng operations in the pine woods there are being seri- 
ously interfered with by heavy and continued rains. 

SPO PP PLL lt 


It is often a serious question to the charitably dis- 
posed how far they can go in justice to themselves and 
others in efforts to reform or give “another chance” to 
the man who has proved himself unworthy of confidence. 
The man who is desirous of reforming, of building up 
again the good name he has lost, sheuld by all means be 
encouraged and given an opportunity, and it is not fair 
to assume that his professions of penitence and of deter- 
mination to live a virtuous life are not sincere; at the 
same time, to employ such a man in a position where he 
will have responsibility and in any material degree the 
shaping of the business policy of his employer is a haz- 
ardous proceedings. At any rate, the character of his 
connection should be made known in order that those 
who have to deal with the institution, and so with the 
man, may govern themselves accordingly. The whole 
matter is a difficult and delicate one. 


PAP OOOOO——_—_ 


With all the talk about the raising of trees as a 
profitable crop, little attention has been paid to the 
willow, although it appears to be quite a practicable 
and remunerative crop. Two acres planted to willows 
near Seymour, Ind., a few years since will this year, 
it is said, produce 6,000 pounds of willow worth 6 cents 
a pound. There is a large farm in Ripley county 
entirely devoted to this purpose. Willows are planted 
in the spring in rows two and one-half feet apart, the 
plants ten inches apart in the row. It is claimed 
that the crop will average 2,000 pounds to the acre the 
first year and will increase in subsequent years. Wil- 
lows are cultivated in much the same manner as corn. 





The Commercial Museums, of Philadelphia, Pa., has 
sent out an open letter charging two leading com- 
mercial agencies of the United States with injuring the 
export trade of this country by exacting exorbitant 
rates for their foreign service. It publishes a list of 
charges made by foreign agencies for special reports, 
which shows that they range from 12 cents to $1.20, 
whereas the American agencies charge $5 and up for 
reports, with cable and postal charges extra. It is 
said that rating books covering the hundreds of thou- 
sands of firms in the entire United Kingdom can be 
purchased for $220, with a charge of one shilling for 
special inquiries, whereas the American agencies for 
inquiries on these same concerns would charge $5 each, 
plus expenses as above. It is also directly charged that 
an important German bureau, for which one of the 
American agencies is representative, and for whose 
reports it charges its customers $5, furnishes to its 
own subscribers the same special reports at from 25 
cents to $1.20, but rarely exceeding 35 cents. The 
question arises, however, whether an American exporter 
would prefer to subscribe for the various foreign 
agencies that he might need to have the work done for 
him by his own agencies at their apparently high 
charge. The Commercial Museums, it is stated, has 
now in preparation a list of reputable credit bureaus 
in all parts of the world, giving their names and ad- 
dresses with rates charged. This document when pub- 


lished may be obtained on application to the Commercial 
Museums, and then American lumber exporters will be 
able to determine for themselves whether or not they 
can make a saving by using them in comparison with 
what they have heretofore been obliged to pay. 





EASTERN STOCKS ARE LIGHT. 


From a statistical standpoint the eastern lumber 
situation is one of decided strength. Stocks are for 
the most part light and the output of native lumber 
this year is likely to be curtailed. There are no exact 
reports available as to most of the woods which con- 
stitute the lumber supply of the east—by the east 
meaning not only the New England states, but New 
York, Pennsylvania, New. Jersey, Delaware and Mary- 
land. There are, however, estimates which must closely 
approximate the facts, some of them the result of 
careful investigation and substantially full reports from 
manufacturers and handlers. 

The stocks of lumber in shipping condition available 
for the trade of the early future in the hands of manu- 
facturers and wholesalers are estimated to be as fol- 
lows: 


Feet. 
Pennsylvania hemlock...... ....eseees 55,000,000 
MaGteGt: GUGEDs. «bic ic tac ectasvcencecs 40,000,000 
Went ViFIG GRGROR. o0.606 ccc cseueee 9,000,000 
Cypress, trom Apalachicola to Boston... 10,000,000 
GUC CAPONE WEG se 6 vce céeccectncctes 45,000,000 


white pine, Buffalo and Tonawanda... .225,000,000 


TOROS ni evacerdesv'dvcesseeensud 384,000,000 

Of the above stocks that of Pennsylvania hemlock is 
not to exceed half of the normal. The stocks of eastern 
spruce is about two-thirds of what it should be at this 
season, and there is an even greater shortage in West 
Virginia spruce. The stocks of dry cypress are at 
least 75 percent below the normal. The supplies of 
North Carolina pine and of white pine, the latter 
mainly at Buffalo and Tonawanda, are both normal. 

Leaving out dead stock, that is to say stocks which 
are so badly broken that they are not available for 
ordinary trade, there is believed to be a supply for 
not to exceed thirty days of active trade—such trade 
as existed a year ago. 

These conditions of stock, coupled with the fact that 
trade in the east is showing a decided improvement, 
gradually gaining from week to week, justifies the 
belief that as far as that section of the country is con- 
cerned the demoralizing influences are passing away 
and that hereafter the price situation is likely to be 
of increasing firmness and in some lines of recovery of 
the price advantage that has recently been lost. 


THE SILLY SEASON. 


This is the “silly” season and it is a presidential 
year. These two facts seem to account for numberless 
vagaries which would be absurd if they were not so 
damaging to business interests. In addition there are a 
good many people with private axes to grind at the 
public expense, and who care not what that expense 
may be, 

Certain daily newspapers are displaying big headlines 
of which the following is a sample: “Great Reaction 
Noticed—Thinning of Crowds at the Gotham Hotels 
Shows That Business Boom Was Manufactured.” 

Sometimes these head lines are about lumber, and 
there are people, who depend upon these newspapers 
for their information and know nothing about the lum- 
ber trade, who believe that lumber prices have declined 
25 percent. These things seem to be published with a 
purpose; in fact, in many cases the purpose is frankly 
displayed, 

The calamity howler has been out of a job or has 
failed to make his vocation profitable. To recoup him- 
self he is howling louder than ever just now, taking 
advantage of the above mentioned fact that this is the 
silly season when people are inciined to shudder at 
business ghost stories and look under the bed o’ nights. 
The unfortunate thing about it is that possibly if the 
calamity howler howls long enough and loud enough and 
can get the assistance of fomented strikes, in such a 
year as this he may bring about in some degree a reali- 
zation of his own Cassandra utterances. If so be he 
can convince a considerable number of people that the 
country has gone to the demnition bowwows, that there 
is no prosperity, perhaps he may be in the enviable 
position of being able to say “I told you so.” 

There aré a good many who are constitutionally 
inclined to credit the calamity howlers. There are lots 
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of people with imaginations that are particularly stimu- 
lated by the grotesque or horrible, or who find it much 
easier to believe in evil to come than in the triumph of 
right and of good will to men. 

Then there are the people with axes to grind. In the 
lumber trade there are some who refused to pay the 
prices demanded, and required by circumstances. Some 
of- them are determined to break the market. 

That they may seem to justify their own positions 
or out of pure greed, they would lower the value of all 
the lumber in the United States, say $5 a thousand, 
inflicting losses running into the millions upon the trade, 
in order that they might have the improbable opportun- 
ity of making an extra few cents a thousand on that 
which they might buy under the new conditions. Such 
people are usually very shortsighted. Their present 
situation presses hard upon them. They know that they 
want lumber and they would like to get it cheaper; but 
as to the effect upon their own future of a general break 
in the market, they seldom stop to think of that. 

They are like a man who would cut down an apple 
tree if that were the easiest way of getting an apple and 
go without apples forevermore. 

The fact of the case is that there has been within the 
last year no logical ground for a prediction of a general 
break in the lumber market of the United States. A 
decline in some lines was needed, but not a smashing of 
the lists. What causes for weakness now exist could 
not have reasonably been anticipated a little while ago. 
The only thing that was a certainty was the presidential 
year, but that in itself under the circumstances did not 
lead to much apprehension. It simply caused some 
people to go a little slow, and only two or three months 
ago no serious effects were apprehenaed from it. 

About the only really serious phase of the situation 
is the strike condition so generally prevailing in the 
larger cities, which materially lessens the demand for 
building lumber and indirectly, by the throwing out of 
employment of many people, lessens activity in other 
lines. This fact, however, could not have been foreseen 
except by those who are always prophesying evil. Ifa 
man predict flood, pestilence, and war, riot, blood- 
shed and conflagration long enough, he will probably 
sometime be right. 

The weakening effect of this condition on the market 

is due chiefly to the fact that production in the lumber 
industry for 1900 was planned upon an expectation of a 
continuance of such a demand as was experienced last 
year. 
” The American Lumberman is a believer in the main- 
tenance of values. It believes in standard and, as far 
as practicable, uniform values. It believes in these 
things because it considers them for the best good of the 
entire trade. It has not concealed unfavorable facts, 
but neither has it magnified them. It has preferred to 
take a hopeful view of the situation, knowing that much 
of the outcome of any series of events depends upon 
the mental attitude which people bear toward them. 

With the circulation of this publication, with the 
extent to which it is copied by the daily press, with the 
respect paid to its opinions because of its admittedly 
wide information, it would have been entirely possible 
for The American Lumberman at any time this year 
to have hopelessly broken the lumber market of the 
United States. It would have had to distort facts and 
draw wrong and unnecessary inferences to do so, but it 
could have been done. On the contrary it adopted a con- 
servative policy. By so doing it has perhaps offended 
some, but it has served the interests of nineteen-twen- 
tieths of the members of the lumber trade, 

If any of the readers of the American Lumberman 
have any fault to find with its position on the market 
let them reflect that the bulk of the available lumber in 
the United States is in second hands, chiefly retailers. 
All of this lumber was bought at high prices. To lower 
the price of say 6,000,000,000 feet (that amount being 
given not as an estimate but as an approximation) $5 a 
thousand would have meant a loss of $30,000,000. 

The advantages would have been problematical or 
absolutely lacking. A few in the trade would have 
been able to reap an immediate advantage in compari- 
son with the great majority who have stocks; but on 
the other hand would be the demoralization resulting 
from such a calamity, and it is altogether probable that 
the trade of the year so far would not have been 75 per- 
cent of what it has been if such a damper had been put 
upon buyers. 

The American Lumberman has recognized for a year 
the fact that some classes of lumber, some items in the 
list, were being pushed above their just relative value, 
although the advances were demanded by the condi- 
tions. It was appreciated, however, that such discrep- 
ancies must be done away with, and there has been, in 
spite of some demoralization, a fairly healthy lowering 
of these items which had been pushed above their proper 
relation to the general list. This orderly readjustment 
of prices is what the American Lumberman has urged 
and demanded. Demoralization of the market is always 
an evil. 

For its attitude thus far on the market problems of 
the year the American Lumberman has naught but pride, 
and is glad that its influence has been powerful enough 
and its arguments convincing enough largely to prevent 
demoralization. 

Fortunately, the silly season seems nearly over, as 
far as the lumber trade is concerned, and the business 
skies are clearing; and when the strike evil is abated 
there will be a prompt revival of the demand for lum- 
ber, and. a. steadying of the market which will warm 
the hearts of all except those who rejoice in anarchy. 


THE EXECUTIVE MAN. 


There are a good many men in business and in the 
lumber trade who fail to accomplish all that they should 
with the means at their command simply because they 
do not know how to secure from others the maximum 
of their efficiency. There are principals in business who 
insist on knowing all the details of their business and 
directing every little item in its operation. If such a 
man be really an able man, of keen discernment, correct 
judgment, experience and unflagging industry and atten- 
tion, he may be a success, and there are successful 
businesses run in this way; but it is safe to say that 
always the success falls short of what it should. On 
the other hand, unless a man have exceptionally high 
abilities, this autocratic method of conducting a busi- 
ness is likely to result in failure. 

The most successful man, other things being equal, is 
he who knows how to use others and is willing to use 
them. This is executive ability. Good men are not 
difficult to obtain. They are men not only with experi- 
ence and ability in their particular lines, but of initia- 
tive intelligence. They are men who will devise im- 
provements in machinery and methods. They are men 
who will bring to the business the same care, industry 
and pride that they would devote to a business of their 
own. If these qualities are encouraged and correlated 
by the master mind, the highest results possible under 
the circumstances will be secured. 

We have in mind a successful lumber manufacturer 
who is successful in spite of the fact that he uselessly 
expends much money and wastes much time when, if 
he would trust the efficient men he has about him, these 
unnecessary expenses could be saved and the plant 
brought to a much higher condition of efficiency. 

He has, for example, a saw mill foreman capable and 
experienced. This foreman is constantly studying 
methods for improving the quality and quantity of the 
work done. He understands the mill from one end to 
the other; knows every pulley, belt or bolt in it, to 
say nothing about the cutting machinery. Yet if this 
man sees a positive improvement that can be made by 
the expenditure of a half day’s time, there is no surer 
way to defeat it than to suggest it to the proprietor; 
and to make it without consultation would endanger 
his position. He must use much craft in order to acrom- 
plish needed improvements. 

Again, this proprietor has in his employ a man who 
is probably one of the-best steam engineers in the coun- 
try, but the proprietor will decide upon an improve- 
ment or change and give orders for carrying it out 
utterly regardless of the expert ability he has at his 
command, with the result that the work will have to be 
done over again and be finally got into something like 
the practical and efficient shape in which the engineer 
would have put it at the beginning. So it goes all 
through the plant. 

The result is to discourage the conscientious, enthusi- 
astic and capable employee. Almost inevitably the 
feeling among the men is that there is no use in trying 
to do anything of especial value, for the “old man” 
will knock it all in the head. 

This is only one instance of many. This man lacks 
knowledge of human nature and executive ability, 
though eminent in his own capacity for mastering de- 
tails. There is no man living that knows as much 
as does himself plus half a dozen others, and if he can 
add the knowledge and ability of the others to his own 
and make of it a harmonious whole he will meet with 
a success not otherwise obtainable. 





HEMLOCK A WINNER. 


There has been a wonderful change in the standing 
of hemlock in the central and western states within 
the last five years, or within even a less period than 
that. While long a standard commodity in the east, 
in the west it found littie favor and was used only 
for special purposes; but now it is admittedly a standard 
wood and taken into account everywhere, except per- 
haps on the Pacifie coast, where, though the quality 
of the timber is comparatively better than in the east, 
other woods are so plentiful that it has not yet come 
to its period of development. 

In the building trades hemlock is supplying a con- 
siderable part of the demand for framing and sheath- 
ing purposes. It has found its way into the box trade, 
with approval, for the rougher classes of boxes, and 
all this in addition to its previous uses as a street 
material. 

In the east, of course, its range of use in much greater, 
being manufactured into practically every form of build- 
ing and finishing material, finding its place in these 
shapes in the cheaper classes of dwelling construction. 
It is worthy of note that this finer use of hemlock is 
gaining ground in the west, as there is quite a num- 
ber of concerns in Michigan and Wisconsin working it 
in such a way that their hemlock list is almost the coun- 
terpart of the pine list. 

The favor accorded to hemlock has been reflected 
during the last year in the prices which it commanded. 
In Pennsylvania the price of dimension doubled, and 
though now a lower range is prevailing, it is still much 
higher than the old quotations and with the steadying 
influence of the strong operators promises to occupy 
a good position throughout the year, 

In the west the improvement in hemlock has been 
due almost entirely to associational efforts. The de- 
mand hag been stimulated, handlers and users of lum- 
ber have been educated to the merits of hemlock and 
by the influence of associations the price has been 


advanced to accord with the demand. This has brought 
about an improvement in the value of hemlock timber, 
Only a few years ago it was not considered in timber 
purchases. The pine or the hardwoods were bought 
and the hemlock was “thrown in”’—this, of course, in 
Michigan and Wisconsin. Now hemlock has a definite 
stumpage value. About the only respect in which the 
Michigan and Wisconsin product. lags behind Penn. 
sylvania is in the fact that the bark is utilized to but 
a slight extent. Therefore one of the valuable forest 
products of the hemlock regions is still being wasted. 
However, the establishment of tanneries in Michigan 
and Wisconsin is gradually making a market for hem. 
lock bark, which is acquiring a market value that before 
long will make it practicable to peel much of the 
timber. j 


DON’T GET RATTLED. 


In the last issue of the American Lumberman, in its 
hardwood department, was a letter from a manufac. 
turer of the Saginaw valley who said, “All that is neces. 
sary is for the manufacturers to stand together and not 
get rattled, in which event they will come out all right 
for the year.” 

Commenting on this statement a Wisconsin corre- 
spondent says: “In your last issue of the Lumberman 
there is a very timely suggestion by F. E. Bradley, Bay 
City, Mich., ‘do not get rattled.’ We wish there were 
a few more like him. He ought to be classified with 
Baden-Powell, of Mafeking fame. Let us manfully hold 
on to this thing a while longer and we will come out 
On.” 

Success in business is largely a matter of endurance 
and daring, but the unfortunate thing is that the indi- 
vidual is dwarfed in the great mass of trade or indus- 
try, and that there are many who are constitutional 
cowards or weaklings or who, by force of their busi- 
ness circumstances, are unable to maintain an independ- 
ent position. 

Granted that all the producers of a commodity would 
agree on a price and refuse to sell at any other price, 
any amount whatsoever within reason could be secured; 
but business is not done in such a way as to make such 
inflexible methods practicable. There will be overpro- 
duction or improper adjustment of supply to demand; 
there will be manufacturing in part on credit; there will 
always be those who prefer to do a large business on a 
small margin than a smaller one on a larger margin. 
And so it is impossible to bring all branches of trade 
and all individuals in a line even with what is recog- 
nized to be a good business policy. 

It does seem, however, that when maintaining a list 
and securing a fair profit requires merely a few weeks’ 
patience individual circumstances and _ idiosyncrasies 
might be overborne in behalf of the general good. The 
fact of the case is that what demoralization there is 
in the lumber trade just now is largely the result of 
panic. Some people are “rattled,” ignore perfectly plain 
conditions and sacrifice their own and others interests 
as a result. No present prices are too high and some 
are too low. Let holders of lumber calmly maintain 
their position for a few weeks, the market being assisted 
by producers of lines in manifest oversupply, and trade 
will move on prosperously to the profit of all concerned. 








PROFIT IN FOREST RESERVES. 


A forest reservation, or a national park of which a 
forest is one of the important elements, appeals to dif- 
ferent people in different ways. Some look at it purely 
as a pleasure resort in which to idle away some summer 
days. Others look at it as a possible game preserve in 
which they can shoot or fish. Others may look upon it 
as a health resort, finding in the balsamic odors of the 
pines a real or fancied cure for their ailments. Others 
may look upon it as a protection to the head waters of 
important rivers. Others may fancy that it has a 
climatic effect over a wide area, while the man inter- 
ested in forestry will look upon it as a means of per- 
petuating the timber supply of the country. 

The lumberman as such, whatever his opinions may 
be along these various lines, will have little sympathy 
with any of these views and perhaps may be hostile, 
inasmuch as the maintenance of his business at its pres- 
ent magnitude may depend upon the timber included 
in the reserve. 

Thus we find in Minnesota some lumbermen object- 
ing to the proposed Minnesota national forest reserve, 
or park, simply because it includes a large amount of 
timber which, though not now available, might be made 
available for the saw mills and thus maintain the 
operation of those institutions at their present capacity 
for a longer time than would otherwise be possible. In 
this connection, however, it should be remembered that 
a forest reserve of large size and properly managed 
will produce a perpetual supply of saw logs, though of 
less annual magnitude of course than if it were exploited 
by ordinary logging methods by the lumbermen. 

The lumbermen would cut it all off as rapidly as 
possible, thus doing the work more economically than 
under preservative conditions, but when he was through 
the forest would have disappeared. The forester would 
cut the adult and merchantable timber and maintain 
the productiveness of the forest forever. Why should 
not such a course be better for the country and for the 
state in which the reserve is located ‘than the former? 

Take the Minnesota project again as an example. 
is now in the possession of the aboriginal inhabitants 
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of the country. Indian reserves make up its area. It 
is recognized that the timber must soon go unless 
cared for. Some lumbermen would have this timber 
sold outright, the work being done either by the Indians 
or by themselves. 

Let, however, the government take over this timber, 
not necessary evicting the Indians from the lands but 
perhaps allowing them to remain as efficient forest 
ouards and guides, and place the reserve as a timber 
proposition in the hands of the forestry division of the 
department. of agriculture. At the head of this division 
js a man of unquestioned ability and integrity. He 
would be able to handle the forest on business lines in 
such a way that not only would an interest be returned 
on the original investment but probably there would be 
a handsome profit besides. He would cut or have cut 
each year such timber as should be marketed; the logs 
he would sell to the highest bidder; and if there were 
2,000,000,000 feet in the tract he would be able to 
market probably 100,000,000 feet of logs annually for 
ten years and 50,000,000 feet annually thereafter for- 
ever. 

What a source of wealth that would be to the state, 
even though the operation of individuals might be to 
a certain extent limited in comparison with what they 
would be under the policy of rapid and complete denuda- 
tion. We believe these things are worth thinking of. 
There would almost unquestionably be a profit to the 
government and there would further be a perpetual 
source of supply to the industries of the section in 
which the reserve is located. 


FORTUNE FAVORS THE EXPORTER. 


The exporter of forest products of the United States 
has within the last year or two been specially favored 
by the changing conditions. ‘The foreign demand so 
grew that in spite of the advance in prices at home, the 
export in feet last year was larger than ever before, and 
in value of course proportionately heavier. Foreign buy- 
ers, however, got fairly supplied with lumber and began 
to hold out of the market as far as they could, both 
because of the high initiative price on this side and the 
extreme cost of ocean transportation. Just at that 
stage ocean freights at last readjusted themselves and 
came back to something like normal conditions. 

Cargoes have not declined in proportion to the rates 
on smaller shipments, but the latter are now at a point 
which encourage the exportation of hardwoods and other 
forest products which are not ordinarily shipped in full 
cargo lots. The result is that the export trade is still 
large and flourishing, giving this important outlet to 
lumber products of the United States at a time when 
the domestic demand is light as far as building materials 
are concerned and also with respect to some of the 
manufacturing woods. 

Particularly do those in the yellow pine trade consider 
themselves fortunate who have established an export bus- 
iness. All classes of pitch pine export stuff are moving 
well and command satisfactory prices abroad. 

The foreign demand for American forest products 
seems to have gained a stability which will permit of 
nd material change in the volume of demand or prices. 
There will undoubtedly be fluctuations in this trade as 
in any other, but the battle for American “woods goods,” 
as they call them abroad, seems to have been won, and 
hereafter it will require only a businesslike cultivation 
of this trade to cause it steadily to increase in volume. 


GAMBLERS IN LUMBER. 


A lumberman made the remark the other day that 
there are those connected with the lumber business, 
some of them large operators, who are not lumbermen 
at all, but are merely “gamblers in the commodity.” 
The lumber speculators have had a good time for the 
last two years. The trend of the market has been 
upward, and by reinvesting their winnings in the game 
they have been able to make handsome profits. If they 
have been wise they have cashed in their “chips,” to 
use the slang of the game, and will soon be out of it, or 
if still playing doing so on “velvet.” 

It is unfortunate that in a standard commodity such 
as lumber there should be this speculative element, for 
It constitutes one of the threatening weaknesses in the 
business. If the market goes against it, a concern 
Which pursues this business policy is pretty certain 
to go to the wall. This would not be regretted were 
It not that others must suffer with them. It is this 








‘ element which so largely contributed to the lumber 


failures during the years of depression, and it is this 
element which again, when a decline sets in, will swell 
the business of the insolvency courts, 

It is, however, about as useless to declaim against 
speculation in the lumber trade as against speculation 
In grain or stocks or betting on the turn of the cards. 
Men so inclined will do these things in spite of legis- 
lator, judge or preacher. What should be done, how- 
ever, is to define their position, classify them where 
they belong, and let it be understood that the pros- 
perity or adversity of the trade does not depend upon 
them, and that if, failing to meet with success, failing 
to guess the future, they should be obliged to unload 
at a sacrifice to themselves there is no real occasion 
for alarm. Unfortunately, we hear more about the 
winners than we do about the losers. There are men 
who today pose as great lumbermen who are really 
ay gamblers in lumber. There are also some unlucky 
gamblers, who sold short, so to speak, by declining to 
buy the stock necessary to maintain their business. 
They are heard from in their attempts to bear the mar- 
ket, but they meet with no public acclaim. 




















The Wilmington Humorist. 


There is a man who lives at Wilmington, N. C., who 
is the chief engineer of the Cape Fear Lumber Com- 
pany, manufacturer of North Carolina pine, who com- 
bines the qualifications of being a first class timber and 
lumber operator with that of being a remarkable recon- 
teur. Unfortunately I have not the ability to repeat 
his stories in anything like the forceful and delightful 
way in which he tells them. It is simply worth a trip 
of a thousand miles to hear Jack Arringdale tell a 
story. When in an anecdotal vein he tells a tale with 
all the enthusiasm and fervor that Bolling Arthur John- 
son displays when he tells a “nigger” story of the 
south country; but as a story teller he differs from 
Johnson in the respect that he enjoys a ‘humerous 
anecdote at his own expense just as much as he does one 
at the expense of his fellows. 


Just About Johnson. 


Right here, since Johnson is in Europe and I will 
be comparatively safe from personal violence, I have 
got to tell a story about him. There is not a man 
living that has any more sense of humor than Bolling 
Arthur Johnson, but there is one thing he cannot 
stand or understand, and that is a joke on himself. 
On one particular purple day Johnson and I, after 
very elaborate preparations made a trip to Niagara 
Falls. We secured the advice of that distinguished trav- 
eler, Bill Reilley, of Buffalo, as to where we should 
go and blow ourselves on the trip. Reilley told us 
what was worth seeing, and what was not, so the full 
day’s program was carefully mapped out in advance. 
I very conscientiously attempted to follow the Reilley 
program, but with Johnson it was different. He is 
a chronic sightseer and would absolutely let nothing, 
no matter how palpable a fake it might be, escape 
him on the Niagara Falls trip. 

I meekly stood his foolishness and followed him about 
until half the day was wasted and then I commenced 
to find fault. It did no good. He insisted in seeing 
the stuffed monkeys, visit all the fake toy shops and 
do all the fool things that the veriest country bump- 
kin would do at a place of that sort. As a last straw 
he insisted upon donning a suit of pajamas with an 
oil skin covering and making a descent to the infernal 
regions underneath the Falls. Here I called a halt 
and refused to follow. I waited for him for two hours 
with no society but Niagara Falls hackmen to dis- 
tract me, and I conceived and put into execution more 
or less of a job on the distinguished gentleman who 
now is hobnobbing with princes and potentates in 
Europe. When Johnson eventually emerged from the 
cave of the winds it was away past the lunch hour. I 
was simply starved and right here is where I com- 
menced to have something to do with the program 
for the remainder of the day. My first venture to 
this end was to insist in driving over to the old 
Cliffton House, on the Canada shore and getting a 
square meal. The hackman I stood in with drove up 
as though he never saw me before in his life, and I 
made a bargain with him to take Johnson and myself 
over to the hotel. The hackman was a character. He 
was a down east Yankee, and could hand out the 
smoothest job lot of talk of any hackman I ever saw. 
He immediately entered into conversation with Mr. 
Johnson. His first observation was, 

“T have certainly seen you before somewhere, sir.” 

Of course Johnson was proud right off, and acknowl- 
edged very likely that he had. 

“Let me think,” said the hackman. “I believe I 
can place you. Why yes, I know now where I knew 
you. I knew you when you were tending bar at 316 
State street, Chicago.” 

An Arringdale Story. 


To go back to my text of the Wilmington humorist 
and his latest story. Here itis: “Talking about hotels, 
I was over at Newberne, N. C., the other day and spent 
the night at the hotel. That Newberne hotel is a 
great institution. About two o’clock in the morning 
a thundering rap came at my door followed by sundry 
kickings, and I awoke from dreaming about an advance 
in the North Carolina price list with a distinct impres- 
sion that the house must be on fire. I jumped from 
the bed and to the door and found a ‘nigger’ man 
standing there. He said to me: 

“ ‘Say boss, jess want to know if you turned out your 
as.’ ” 

“*What!’ I thundered at him. 

“ ‘No, foh shuah, boss, I done aint foolin’; jess wanted 
to know if you turned your gas out.’ 

“Say, niggah, you go ’way from my door and don’t 
you come foolin’ around here any more tonight or 
there’ll be a dead nigger right here in this hall.’ 

“T was not in the best humor over the subject when 
I discussed the proposition with the hotel clerk the 
next morning. 

“T said to him, ‘What kind of a deal is this to send 
a nigger up to my room at two o’clock in the morn- 
ing to ask me if t had turned out my gas? Can’t a 








man register from Wilmington, N. C., without being 
insulted? How in the mischief do you suppose | 
extinguished my gas—blew it out?’ 

“Then the clerk explained to me something this way: 

“‘Very sorry to have disturbed you, Mr. Arring- 
dale, but the fact of the matter is we have a crazy 
man down here running the gas works, and if he 
wants to fix up his old machines during the night he 
shuts off the gas supply all over town. When he gets 
through tinkering he turns the gas on again. In case 
a man has permitted his gas to remain lighted and 
it is turned off and on in the night it is liable to 
suffocate him. So I have the porter go around dur- 
ing the night and examine each room carefully to see 
if the gas has been properly extinguished.’ 

“A nice scheme ain’t it? I do not know as this 
hotel is any worse than the one up in Virginia, where 
there comes a rap at your door at four o’clock in the 
morning and a nigger man says: 

“Say boss, jess want to know how you want your 
eggs cooked for breakfast?’ ” 


Some Observations on Hotels. 


There is nothing that so favorably impresses the 
stranger with a town as a cleanly, comfortable and 
well kept hotel. The village or city so fortunately 
blessed he arrives at with pleasure and departs from 
with regret. Of that town he always has words of 
commendation. He was well treated there, so why 
shouldn’t ‘he? A good hotel is a standing advertise- 
ment for a community not excelled by anything else. 
This south country of ours has had a reputation for 
years for indifferent hotels, but this state of affairs 
is now fast disappearing. 

The good people of Wilmington, N. C., when occa- 
sion demands, wait neither for time or law to correct 
evils, but turn loose and rip things up and tear things 
asunder and accomplish results. ‘Therefore the only rea- 
son I can conceive why they should permit the exist- 
ence of a so thoroughly bad hotel in their city is that 
they are in ignorance concerning it. Happily they live 
in their handsome and charming houses along the 
sylvan streets of their quaint old city and never have 
a temptation to patronize a local hostelry. 

I admire skill wherever I see it and for genius I 
have a positive veneration. I never permit myself to 
say unkind things but as a simple act of justice, 
without fear of libel suit or demand for personal satis- 
faction, I desire to state, that after a residence in 
hotels compassing the greater part of a quarter of a 
century, in my opinion, the price exacted considered, 
the hotel at Wilmington is the worst conducted 
hostelry in America. The structure itself and its 
arrangement are excellent, but it is unclean to the 
point of filthiness, the service is bad from desk to bed- 
room, the food is illy-cooked and worse served, and 
there isn’t enough table and bed linen about it in an 
entire state to make a Filipino flag of truce. When 
Will McMullen wishes to speak of the hotel in com- 
plimentary terms he refers to it as a “section house.” 
Mac is too kind. 


A Lumberman for Vice President. 


Lumbermen have held many high positions. There 
have been lumbermen congressmen, senators and even 
members of the cabinet, as for instance Russell A. Alger, 
yet it is doubtful if any president or vice-president of 
the United States was ever in the lumber business, 
although Jefferson Davis, president of the southern con- 
federacy, it has now been well established, at one time 
logged and lumbered on the Wisconsin river, when he 
was a lieutenant in the army, stationed at Prairie du 
Chien, Wis., back in the 30’s, and was sent up river for 
timber out of which to construct the post houses, he 
undoubtedly being the first lumberman on the “old 
Wisconse.” 

Up in Minnesota, however, a former pioneer lumber- 
man on the Mississippi river, in the person of ex-Sen- 
ator W. D. Washburn, is being strongly talked of as a 
vice-presidential possibility at the Philadelphia national 
republican convention this month. Mr. Washburn came 
from good old Maine stock, going from Bangor to Minne- 
apolis in 1857, and for many years thereafter engaging 
in the lumber business, the firm of W. D. Washburn & 
Co. having large saw mills and being one of the leading 
concerns in manufacturing lumber at the falls of St. 
Anthony until as late as 1889, when the mills, which 
were run by water power, were torn down to make room 
for the big flour mills, which have made Minneapolis 
known the world over. Of late years Mr. Washburn’s 
flour interests in the Washburn-Crosby Company and 
the Pillsbury-Washburn Flour Mills Company, Limited, 
have made him more of a miller than a lumberman. He 
was instrumental in organizing the Minneapolis & St. 
Louis railroad and the Minneapolis, St. Paul & Sault 
Ste. Marie railroad, of which he was for several years 
president. He is an influential business man as well as 
a statesman, and has many friends in the north who 
would be pleased to see him receive the vice-presiden- 
tial nomination. 
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THE EDITOR'S EUROPEAN OBSERVATIONS. 





Forestry Regulations of Various European Countries—What the Private Forest Owner [ay or 
Not Do Community Forests and Their Care—Grazing Prohibited or Closely 
Regulated — «‘The Old Dear Friend’’ of Russian Folklore. 





Forestry Regulations of European Countries — 
CLXXXV. 

The Russian forestry regulations which I gave last 
week were offered in recognition of the growing interest 
in forestry matters in this country; and with the same 
object, and as a basis of comparison with the Russian 
regulations, 1 give here a compilation of the essential 
features of the forestry laws of other continental coun- 
tries. 

French Forestry Law Adopted in May, 1827— 

CLXXXVI. 

The felling of trees or clearing of forest area without 
special permission from the government is strictly for- 
bidden. Anyone violating this law must suffer the 
penalty of a heavy fine. 

The division of a community forest between the mem- 
bers is not allowable. 

A sufficient number of forest guardsmen must be 
employed and maintained by the forest owners to look 
after the welfare of the forests. 

If requested, the administration will supply the 
required government forest guardsmen, but these guards- 
men must be maintained by the forest owners. 

The salary of the forest guardsmen shall be as stipu- 
lated by the president and the municipal council. 

Community forest guardsmen have the same rank and 
rights as government forest guardsmen, and are subordi- 
nate to the government foresters and other officers, 

The sales of forest material from community forests 
must be conducted by the government foresters in the 
presence of the respective city mayors or their assist- 
ants. Should any community try to sell forest material 
without a government forester being present a fine will 
be exacted of 300 to 600 francs, and such sales will then 
be null and void. 

If a member of a community forest receive wood for 
building purposes from the forest he will have to pay 
to the community treasury a certain sum, which will be 
fixed by government experts. 

As stipulated by the minister of agriculture and trade, 
5 percent of the total amount received during the year 
from the sales of community forest material shall be 
paid to the government as compensation for its services 
in connection with these forests. 

Salaries of the forest guardsmen must be paid inde- 
pendently of the 5 percent levy to the government, 

Pasturing cattle, goats or sheep within the domains 
of community forests is prohibited, and any transgres- 
sion of the law is punishable by a heavy fine. 

Private Forests, 

In case a private forest owner wish to employ forest 
watchmen for protection of the forest, he may secure 
their appointment by obtaining the permission of the 
police prefect of his district; and the watchman must 
then be sworn to the service. 

After securing permission from the government forest 
administration, the private forest owner may lease his 
forest, or forests, for the pasturing of cattle and other 
livestock. The roads to be used for driving these ani- 
mals to and from the pasturage shall be such as are 
designated by the forest owner. 

The private forest owner has no right to clean his 
forests unless he has a special permit from the govern- 
ment forest administration. Should he do so he is liable 
to punishment by a fine of from 500 to 1,500 frances. 

lf a private forest owner will not properly cultivate 
his forest plantations within a certain period, the govern- 
ment forest department will order the government fores- 
ters to attend to the matter, making the owner pay all 
the expenses. 

Forest plantations artificially cultivated on the tops 
of mountains are free from all government taxes during 
the first thirty years. 

Wherever the trees of certain forest surfaces are to be 
felled, the forest owner is compelled to leave four trees 
standing to each acre of this area. 

Where the trees of any forest show signs of decay or 
death, it is allowable to fell one-fourth part of the 
entire forest, providing a special permit is obtained from 
the minister of agriculture and trade. 

Prussian Forest Protection Laws in Force Since 1875 
—CLXXXVII. 

In Prussia the so-called forest protection court is pre- 
ponderant in all matters pertaining to forests, and the 
Prussian forest protection laws resemble in general the 
forest legislation of Russia and France. 

Forest Protection Laws in Bavaria, Germany, Adopt- 
ed March 28, 1852—CLXXXVIIIL. 

Every forest owner has the right to do what he chooses 
with his forests, proving he do not infringe upon the 
rights of others and do not violate the laws. 

Communities and institutions or corporations, if they 
choose, can transfer the management of their forests to 
the government forests by paying a certain sum annu- 
ally to the government. 

In order to protect their forests, a certain number of 
avg watchmen must be employed by the communities, 
ete. 


Foresters may be appointed by the provincial forest 


administration and the forest guardsmen by the local 
police authorities. 

The government control over the community and cor- 
poration foresters is confided to the local forest admin- 
istration (Vorstammt) ; and their officers must see to it 
that the forests are managed exactly as the government 
forests are managed. 

The expenses connected with the management and 
preservation of the forests must be paid by the com- 
munity and corporation forest owners; but the expense 
for the control of the forests will be paid by the gov- 
ernment. 

Yorest plantations must be propagated and cultivated 
wherever and whenever possible. is 

The pasturage of cattle on forest ground is permis- 
sible, but always under the care of a shepherd. 

During the pasturage season the young tree nurslings 
must be covered up and protected in an adequate manner. 

In forests where the felling of trees is in progress the 
local police authorities shall determine the number of 
cattle, goats and sheep which may be pastured on those 
forest grounds. 

If injurious insects make their appearance in a forest 
the owner must immediately take precautionary meas- 
ures to exterminate them and prevent their spreading. 
If this be not done by the forest owner the police authori- 
ties will have to report it to the forest administration 
and they will then dispatch foresters and laborers to do 
the work, and the forest owner will have to pay for the 
work. 

Forest Protection Laws of April 27, 1854, in Baden, 
Germany—CLXXXIX. 

Private forest owners may use their forests for cul- 
tivating or other purposes, as suits themselves. They 
must, however, abide by the following rules and regu- 
lations: 

Tree felling and extension of forest material, also 
removal of forest material, must not be done during the 
night, 

All uncultivated portions of the forest area and any 
unnecessary forest transportation roads must be used 
for new forest plantations. 

The pasturing of cattle is prohibited between the 
hours of sunset and sunrise; however, if this pasturage 
land is too remote they may be driven at night into 
some convenient contiguous shelter. 

The forest owner binds himself by an oath to protect 
his forest against fire by all means possible. 

The destroying of nests and the shooting or capturing 
of birds in forests are strictly forbidden; exception being 
made in regard to birds of prey. 

If a private forest owner cannot raise the funds neces- 
sary to propagate and cultivate his forest plantations 
he may apply to the government treasury and receive 
the amount of money needed; this sum he will be com- 
pelled to repay after five years, with 34 percent annual 
interest. If the amount required reaches a high sum 
the government will allow him more time to pay the debt, 
together with accrued interest. 

The community and corporation forests are under the 
subordination of the forest police department, and are 
managed and controlled by the government foresters. 

If a forest owner will not attend properly to the culti- 
vation of his forest and is negligent, he is liable to pay 
a fine of 300 marks. 


Forest Protection Laws in Austria, Adopted Decem- 
ber 3, 1852—CXC, 

Closely felled government and community forests must 
be replanted with young trees inside of five years. 

More time will be allowed for the replanting of felled 
forest areas in the case of private forest owners. 

In order to cultivate the forests according to law, 
every forest owner must employ a man as forester who 
re passed the examinations of the government for such 
duty. 

The police authorities must see to it that the private 
forest owners manage and cultivate their forests prop- 
erly, and plant new forests when necessary. 


Forest Protection Laws in Switzerland, Adopted 
March 24, 1875—CXCI. 

All the forests in Switzerland are under the jurisdic- 
tion of the Swiss confederation. 

Each canton makes its own forest protection laws, 
but they must be confirmed by the Swiss confederation. 
It is the duty of the confederation to see that these laws 
are strictly obeyed, and for that purpose they appoint 
forest inspectors, together with their necessary assist- 
ants, 

Each canton appoints its own foresters and forest 
guards and pays them a salary. 

After receipt of a satisfactory report from the forest 
inspectors the Swiss confederation pays for whatever 
improvements have been made in forests of the differ- 
ent cantons. 

The different cantons, after receiving their subsidies 
from the Swiss confederation, promise before the federa- 
tion counsel to preserve and protect their forests and 
perform all necessary work in the line of improvements: 

If a forest owner refuse to cultivate his forests prop- 


erly the canton administration will send its own men to 
perform the work, and will compel the forest owner to 
pay for it afterward. 


Forest Protection Laws in Italy, Adopted June 20, 
1877—CXCIl. 


Each province has a forest committee which in most 
cases is composed of a president, a prefect or chief of 
the police, a forest inspector, a technician, who is 
appointed by the minister of agriculture and trade, and 
three members from the provincial council. Members 
of each committee are elected for two years and are not 
eligible for another term. 

The community forests have to bear two-thirds and 
the provincial forest owners one-third of the annual 
expense of maintaining the forest guards. 

The forest guards are put on an equality in rank with 
the custom house guards. 

Forest Protection Laws in Hungary in Force Since 
June 11, 1872—CXCIII. 

Tree felling is strictly prohibited in forests growing 
on mountains and cliffs and which serve as a bulwark 
against snow avalanches or rapidly flowing mountain 
streams. 

Pasturing of cattle, goats and sheep is also strictly 
forbidden in these mountain forests. 

Properly conducted forest management is required 
in forests belonging to the government, cities, communi- 
ties, churches and monastries. 

The forest police administration in each province con- 
sists of three members of the provincial council, one 
government forest inspector, and a_ few assistants 
appointed by him, under the jurisdiction of the minister 
of agriculture. 

The government supplies every forest owner, gratis 
on request, with all kinds of seeds and forest plantation 
material. 

The government advances money to forest owners for 
the purpose of cultivating forests, providing it be made 
clear that the money is necessary for the work required. 


The Russian Peasant’s «‘Old Dear Friend’’—CXCIV., 


As I have before mentioned, the Russian forests vary 
greatly in character in various sections of the country. 
‘there are to be found in eastern Kuropean Russia and 
Siberia and in the Caucasus mountains, forests of the 
sort which may be termed distinctively “Russian,” as 
they are not to be found elsewhere in Europe. 

‘they are more or less dense and compact, being rarely 
intersected by swamps and lakes, and still more rarely 
by cultivated clearings. These are “the forests prim- 
eval” of Russia, where the ability of the forester has 
not been manifested—nor indeed has there been any 
occasion for it. The forests are impassable with fallen 
limbs and forest trees, covered with damp_ bearded 
moss and with gray mists usually overhanging their 
dark green tops. <A larger area of forests, however, in 
European Russia are those subordinated to the uses 
of mankind. ‘They have all been levied upon for the 
uses of that tireless and destructive animal and in some 
instances have been entirely annihilated to give further 
scope to his energies, 

‘Lhe people of Russia look with special veneration 
upon the forest, however, and call it their “old dear 
friend.” ‘They consider that the proximity of forests 
contributes to the health of man, and the wanton destruc- 
tion of forest growth is a rare thing in Russia, Krom 
the cradle to the grave they are taught the significance 
of the forest as ministering to their necessities or even 
providing luxuries. ‘The forests are a very tangible pro- 
tection against the inclemency of the Russian winter, 
and also befriend the land whereon they grow, to the 
extent of protecting it from floods and torrents. ‘Lhe 
government forests in which scientific forestry has its 
greatest development comprise nine-tenths of all the ~ 
forest area. The forests of European Russia, Finland 
and the Caucasus equal seven times the forests of 
the rest of Europe per capita. 

These forests are very unevenly distributed, both as 
regards the total area of the country and as regards its 
relation to the population. In the northern section of 
Russia, in the states of Archangel, Vologda and Olonetz, 
there is one inhabitant to every forty deciatines of 
forest land, In the five other states of Novogorod, Cas- 
trouna, Viatka, Perm and Oufaa there is one inhabitant 
to every four and a half deciatines of forest land, and 
this area is not entirely available because a part of it 
is too far removed to the east to be readily accessible 
or readily developable. In the south of Russia there 
is a still smaller proportion of forest land, being a little 
over one deciatine to every inhabitant. Even in this 
section of Russia there are more forests than in Austria 
and Hungary together. 

In the steppes of southern Russia there is only 6 per- 
cent of the area forest land, and there is only one-half 
deciatine of forest to every inhabitant, although the 
country is sparsely settled. It may be interesting in 
this connection to refer to the distribution of forests 
in some other countries of Europe. Those countries 
where the forest area comprises 26 to 35 percent of the 
entire area are Germany, Austro-Hungary, Servia, 
Switzerland, Sweden and Norway. The second group 
comprises countries whose forest area is 10 to 25 per- 
cent of the whole, and includes France, Italy, Spain, 
Turkey, Greece and Roumania. ‘The countries having 


less than 10 percent of woodland area are England, 
Portugal, Belgium, Holland and Denmark. ; 
Russian forests consist mainly of pine, fir, birch, 
aspen and oak, with secondary woods of larch, linden or 
basswood, alder, two varieties of elm, beech and maple. 
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[ore or Fewer Yards. 


A yard man writes from Minnesota, saying that in 
his opinion I am wrong in the prophecy that there will 
be an increased number of yards. He thinks that the 
reverse will be true; that many of the yards which are 
now “hanging on by the skin of the teeth will let go.” 
Well, possibly. I do not claim to be the law and gospel 
in the matter. No doubt there are plenty of others who 
can see as far into a stone quarry as I can. It seems 
reasonable to me, however, that the more people the more 
goods in every line are sold, and, ordinary con- 
ditions ruling, the more people there are to sell 
the goods. I should like to take the short end 
of a wager of about four cents that I can name 
200 towns in every one of which a new yard will go in 
before one will drop out. Yards are not dropping out to 
any alarming extent. A yard man may get weary in well 
doing, and conclude it would be better for him to stop 
swapping new dollars for old ones, but it is a rare oceur- 
rence for his yard to go out of existence. Somebody is 
ready to step in and take hold of it. It is a common 
trait of human nature that we think we can succeed 
where others may fail. We think that the other fellow 
did not treat his customers as he should have done, that 
he did not carry the right kind of stock, and possibly 
that he was not any great shake of a man anyhow. We 
would improve on his methods at every turn—of course 
we would! 

There seems to be a sort of mania for owning lumber 
yards. The other day a man who ran a laundry told 
me that he was anxious to go into the retail lumber busi- 
ness. He asked me questions for half an hour—how 
much capital would be required, the present price of lum- 
ber at wholesale, about the lien law, and so on. He knew 
nothing about the business, but he had kept his eyes 
open and had arrived at the conclusion there is none bet- 
ter. I think his laundry had not proved a bonanza. 
Some man who had worked in a yard had proposed to go 
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in with him, and they will probably hitch up together and 
buy, or put in, a yard at some point. re 

There are hundreds of yard men who have had their 
eye teeth cut, and who are not going to spread out more 
unless the opportunity suits them. No doubt this Min- 
nesota man is one of that kind. But you know everybody 
is not of that stamp. There is no truer saying than 
“there are others.” It was not a week ago that a man 
said to me that in his opinion the dealers in a three-yard 
town were “just holding up the people,” and he thought 
if a man would start a yard and sell at the right figures 
he would do well. This man would call it doing well if 
he made $500 a year, as on that amount he and his wife 
could live comfortably. Now, if some man who had 
worked in a yard should come along, give this other man 
a little taffy, and offer to go in with him and manage the 
business, in the yard would go. The man who imagines 
that the dealers are getting exorbitant prices has quite 
a wad of money, is doing nothing, and would like to 
serve his country in some such way as running a lumber 
yard and selling at “right prices.” And you have prob- 
ably learned that almost without number there are men 
of a little experience who are ready to link themselves 
With other men’s capital. 

Thus the tendency is in every direction, and there is 
only one thing that any of us can do about it, and that 
is take it as it comes. It does away with many a dis- 
appointment when we have reached a point that we can 
take things as they come; do our best and then face the 
consequences like little men. 

Push It Along. 

It does not seem to me there is quite enough in the air 
about that proposed monster banquet at Minneapolis on 
the occasion of the next annual meeting of the North- 
Western association. Maybe they would all keep it to 
themselves, but I have not heard many dealers say they 
are going to put up their mite toward making the affair 
one to be talked about by their grandchildren. Should 
the plan not earry I should think that the members of 
the Northwestern’ were a dogoned ungrateful set. Had 
not the banquet plan been sprung, without any talking 





back the salesmen would have gone right on and done 
the entertaining, spending their money and time as 
freely as they have done for several years past. It will 
not do, beloved. It would be a great idea if the. yard 
men could not get even with those salesmen once in a 
dozen years, wouldn’t it? Personally, I am not going 
to stand it any longer. I have eaten their grub and 
listened to their coon songs so much that at the next 
convention I am going to do something back if it is only 
to give every one of them a match. 

| believe the big guns have promised they will be 
there to talk to us. If Secretary Hollis would run in 
a musical number, and a woman or two to speak a piece, 
it would be several lecture courses boiled into one. And 
don’t let us forget it, we are going to see these big guns 
at their very best. Not one of them would dare to 
appear before us except in a way up in G dress suit. 
It would not surprise me if some of them are now having 
suits made by the ghost of Worth, of Paris, for the occa- 
sion. And, thank you, we yard plugs expect to put on 
some style ourselves. You will see me from the hog and 
corn district with a 10-cent shine on my old cracked 
boots. You will see us come out with the loudest neck- 
ties our wives can buy at the cross roads store. We 
are going in to look well, and to have a lot of fun. 

But to have fun takes money, and somebody has got 
to put it up. You can’t materialize a banquet with 
seven sized glasses at every plate, and a table so long 
that if you sat at one end of it, and say Senator Foster 
should be standing at the other end he would look like 
a fly, for a cent. It is going to take our collective cents 
to do it. And the more cents we throw into the old 
contribution box the bigger will be the banquet, and 
the time. And several of you like to have the time pretty 
big, don’t you? 

Secretary Hollis whispered this thing in my ear in 
Kansas City at that rousing old convention of the Mis- 
souri and Kansas dealers in January. 
back and forth in the Coates house like a caged lion, as 
it were, and it was plain to see he was in a condition to 
divulge. He wanted to get the lumber press together, but 
“Kit” went off to the vaudeville at the hall, and I was 
the only fellow that the secretary was able to corner up 
in the reading room at 11 o'clock at night. If I had 
not been on the sick list | am fearful he would not have 


cornered me. I tell you when we country fellows get 
into towns like Kansas City, Omaha, Minneapolis— 


away from our kindred ties—to get us coraled in a tame 
hotel at any time of night is a bigger job than any one 
man wants to undertake. To illustrate: The northern 
fowa retail association held a meeting in Dubuque not 
long ago, The members met at about 7 o’clock in the 
evening, immediately adjourned to see Sapho, that was 
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playing in the city, met again at 11:30, and for an hour 
and a half deliberately laughed down anybody who 
had anything serious to offer. Those dealers could not 
stand prosperity when- they assembled in Dubuque. If 
they had asked me to be there I wouldn’t have told on 
them, but seeing they went at it so sly I don’t care how 
many of their wives know all about it. 

When Secretary Hollis laid the gigantic proposition 
before me in Kansas City perhaps I may have been too 
much enthused to pass upon it as I should, for I could 
already hear the clinking of the glasses, and the oratory 
as it rolled from end to end of the vast auditorium. But 
I said, “Mr, Secretary, that scheme is worthy of the 
brain that concocted it. The retailers will come to time, 
I know they will: If they don’t you may kick me! 
And beloved, I don’t want to be kicked. Let me add as 
a postscript that your name be enrolled among the hon- 
ored before July. And then later on we will make 
Brother Hollis’ carload of champagne so sick there will 
not be a drop left to tell the tale.” 

Where to Locate. 

If my profoundity was such as to enable me to answer 
with any satisfaction to myself or others all the ques- 
tions which are asked I should no doubt die of enlarged 
mentality. First, let me say there are several people 
in the country who appear to be interested in knowing 
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to what church I belong. A letter came fiom Vermont 
today asking that question. The writer says, “I should 
like to know where you get that kindly philosophy of 
yours. If it is contained in any chureh creed I want 
to know what creed it is.” 

Don’t you see how apparently impolite I must be by 
not answering such a question as that? If I should say 
I got this alleged philosophy from any particular creed 
there would be trouble, and if I should say I got it 
from no creed there would be trouble. The best way I 
could fix it there would be a row on my hands. Those 
things cannot be discussed with in:punity in a trade 
journal. It would make enemies at the word go. When 
you criticise a man’s church, or the girl he loves, you 
are in for it. We are as touchy on few other things as 
these. I want to be on such terms with the yard men of 
the country that when I go to see them they will ask me 
home with them to dinner and take me around to see 
their town. In a town not long ago a yard man took 
me in and introduced me to a judge, then to a big mer- 
chant and then to a minister. I don’t want to forego 
all these pleasures simply on account of having fired oft 
my mouth, If I should come right out and talk about 
church creeds it would put me in such hot water that 
it would scald all the feathers off of me. No man on 
the face of the earth has an honest religious. belief 
that I do not respect. If he is walking by the light he 
has he is doing the best he can, and that is the most a 
man can do. I may think he is wrong in his belief; 
he may think I am wrong in mine. What then? Go to 
clubbing each other! Not any. Split the difference and 
walk right along together with the same mantle of char- 
ity gracefully draping our forms. When I say “honest 
religious belief,” however, I mean it. I don’t want the 
holder of a belief to be hypocritical, strain to make a 
point, believe because it is popular to believe, or because 
some one else has alleged to believe the same thing; but 
I want the belief to be a spontaneous welling—permit- 
ting the expression—from the heart, for that which wells 
right up from the heart is usually good. It is your con- 
coctions, your commercial beliefs, your beliefs which 
were formulated to sustain position and power, which 
belittle the soul. There, that is the last sermon I shall 
preach until I feel like it again. 

At this juncture I suppose you will breathe more freely 
when I throw the switch and run on to the lumber track. 
A letter reaches me from Kansas in which some fault 
is found with the section of the state from which it 





“Independent as a whole herd of hogs. 


hails. This dealer wants to change his location and asks 
if I will not do him the favor to make some suggestions 
along that line. If in this regard I could benefit him 
one cent’s worth I would jump at the chance. My mean 
derings have thus far been more in Iowa than in the 
other states, and in common with this Kansas dealer I 
suppose a score of yard men have asked me to tell them 
what the chances are in Iowa. I do not- know of a 
desirable yard for sale in Iowa. I know men who stand 
ready to buy fifty such yards if they could find them. 
New yards are going in, but whether they will prove wise 
investments is to be seen. In my opinion it will depend 
largely upon the men who are putting them in. 

I am no believer that because a town has apparently 
yards enough no other dealer has a right to locate 
there. If he has no such right the constitution of the 
United States is a lie. This is a great and free country, 
and you, I, everybody, should be accorded the right to 
make an effort to live in any town at any legitimate busi- 
ness. The new comer may get his foot in it clear to the 
knee, or he may win out. Men are more than lumber 
yards. The determined, upright, courteous dealer will 
generally succeed, but the man who lacks those qualities 
has a millstone around his neck. I could name dealers 
who could go into any town and successfully buck the 
whole shooting match. There are those who are doing 
it right along. I have in mind now a man who opened 
a yard in a pretty warm town, and it was predicted 
he would fall as flat as a pancake. Having been in busi- 
ness a year he opened his books to me, and the result 
showed $8,000 profit. This man knows his business 
from a to z. He is neither to be fooled, nor fooled with. 
He is as independent as a whole herd of hogs, and as 
obliging as he is independent. You can’t easily down 
a man of that stamp. He will pick the fruit of success 
from the tree of life up higher on the limbs than the 
common mortal can reach. 

Often it would prove far from wise for a dealer right 
here in Iowa to make a change of twenty-five miles with- 
out investigating thoroughly the probable outcome. A 
dealer told me that he went from one county to another 
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without having appointed himself an investigating com- 
mittee of one, and made a mistake. He had been selling 
lumber in a German community where the best of every- 
thing was wanted. Even five to two shingles were called 
for. He had a good opportunity to sell out, did so, and 
knowing of this point which he felt sure would sustain 
No. 2 yard, bought his stock before he became acquainted 
with the kind of trade to which he must cater. He 
found he had rated the tastes of the people tributary 
to his new location too high. They wanted a lower grade 
of lumber; his competitor carried a lower grade than 
his, and to compete with his neighbor was uphill work 
unti? he had thinned out his stock and filled in with 
cheaper lumber. A district occupied largely by renters 
did not call for the grade of stock required by the Ger- 
mans. 

You will find everywhere in this section of the country 
that the Germans are good buyers of lumber, In the 
winter when the mercury has sought its hole these Ger- 
mans come into town with mufflers around their necks 
which cost not to exceed 60 cents each, but they want 
No. 1 dimension every time, and boards without knots. 

So you see it isn’t in me to settle this question of 
location for others without knowing something about 
the man and the town in which he would like to locate; 
aad even then I couldn’t settle it. It is a question 
which alone can settle itself, and that, too, after trial. 
Within the past year an experienced, competent yard 
man from Nebraska has made trips through Iowa look- 
ing for a location, but I understand he did not find one 
to his liking. He would hear of this place, and that 
one, visit the town and find that a screw was loose some- 
where. People make a great many statements on hearsay. 
They jump at conclusions. Not long ago I heard a sales- 
man telling what an opening for a yard there was in a 
certain Mississippi river town. It is a town of 10,000 
people without a retail lumber yard! At first blush 
that is surprising. To hear that much of it a man who 
wanted to settle down in a retail lumber business would 
feel inclined to travel nights and Sundays to get there 
and put in a yard. But there is another side to the 
situation. An extensive and rich saw mill concern sells 
at retail, and on looking the ground over no retail man 
has as yet thought it wise to put a yard in the town. 
To go up against another retail yard is one thing, but 
quite another thing to sell in competition with a con- 
cern that manufactures its own lumber, and which is 
bound to have the trade. Such a concern would do up 
exclusively retai] men about as fast as they would come 
along. 

There are kinks and kinks and kinks, and to straighten 
them all out I do not feel at all able. If any of my 
friends want me to tell them any one specific thing, and 
[ can do it, I am at their command, but I can’t play 
much of a game of chess blindfolded. 


THE CUT IN PRICES CAME TOO LATE. 


MeLVERN, KAN., June 4.—From the standpoint of a 
retailer we think yellow pine prices are high enough at 
present, but the cut in prices came too late to influence 
trade this spring in this territory. 

In January the prospect was flattering for a good 
spring trade, and had December prices remained sta- 
tionary we believe considerable building would have 
been done, but on January 15 we could not afford to 
make the same prices we were making on January 1, 
and by the time the building season had begun and 
people had made up their minds to pay the advance 
there came another advance, which in several instances 
proved to be the “last straw.” 

We cannot help but think that last fall prices were 
too high, that the wholesalers made a mistake in add- 
ing the two advances of this year, and that we retailers 
made the mistake of our lives in stocking up in the 
early spring, getting ready to handle the trade that 
never came. When we tell a man now that we ean fill 
the bill we priced him in the early spring at from $3 
to $7 a thousand less, he has concluded to not build this 
year. This is the situation here, and perhaps it is 
similar in surrounding territory. At present we do 
not know of a single building that is farther along 
than “I need a new barn or an addition to my house, 
but”—the would-be purchaser generally ends up by 
buying a bunch of shingles or a sack of plaster to patch 
up the old building with. . 

At present there seems to be no inclination on the 
part of manufacturers to make further concessions, and 
we are hoping that prices will remain stationary long 
enough to get used to them. The other varieties of 
lumber aside from yellow pine are apparently firm. 
With crop prospects hardly up to the average for this 
time of year, the outlook for the lumber business in 
this vicinity is not very flattering. WARNER Bros. 











A RETAILERS’ PICNIC. 


Secretary D. C. Thickstun, of the Michigan Retail 
Lumber Dealers’ Association, announces that the retail 
lumber dealers of northern Indiana and southern Michi- 
gan will have a picnic at Diamond Lake, near Cassopo- 
lis, on Thursday, June 28. The headquarters of the 
gathering will be at Forest hall. Mr. Thickstun ear- 
nestly requests that all the dealers turn out with their 
wives, families, sweethearts, ete., and make an enjoy- 
able day of it. 
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REVIEW OF THE}TRADE. 
Western coals are gaining somewhat in contest with 
the more eastern products in the markets of the west 


and northwest. There is a fair amount of contracting 
now going on among the medium manufacturing plants 
located away from the large distributing centers. In 
the northwest, lake coals have been advanced in com- 
parison with prices a year ago, not only on account 
of increased cost of mining, but also from the higher 
lake rates on annual contracts, whereas the western 
coals have an advance only of the mining costs. This 
opens a wider market for the latter products. The 
threshing trade is beginning to buy in small lots, with 
indications that from this source there will be quite 
a vigorous demand a little later. But on the whole, 
the demand from manufacturers is slightly disappoint- 
ing, when compared with a year ago. There is a dis- 
position among some lines of industry to shut down, 
owing to a reluctance of the consiming trade to accept 
present values. The factories are not using as much 
fuel as they did, though they are disposed to contract 
as usual for their needs during the ensuing season. But 
many of the fuel buyers are sanguine of a good trade 
this year. 

Values are showing some slight changes. Hocking 
valley coal is stronger. Producers have quite generally 
adopted a price of $2.85, Chicago. This is a reduction 
of 15 cents as compared with the previous circular 
price, but in reality is an advance of about 35 cents 
over the price at which stray lots have been selling 
recently in this city. The opinion is expressed that the 
cheap coal from Ohio is now pretty well out of the way 
and that the market will be more even, if perhaps also 
duller. here is less strength seen in the West Virginia 
products. While perhaps a majority of the producers 
wish a strong market and are strongly inclined to 
adhere to circular prices, there are some lots of coal 
still coming forward on contracts made a year ago, 
which can be sold considerably below the nominal quota- 
tions, and for some weeks to come, it is said, this 
cheap coal will continue to menace the market. Its sale 
is confined chiefly to Chicago and there may not be 
enough of it to seriously disturb values, but that is for 
the future to determine. 

The heroic suspension of production by western 
operators in order to limit production to actual needs 
continues and there are localities where strikes prevail. 
But the market is not suffering from lack of coal, for 
enough producers are willing to continue output at the 
full capacity, in order to possess the small trade that is 
to be found. In the vicinity of Chicago and in some por- 
tions of the west large consumers are still hesitating 
about buying their coal for the coming year. ‘The tempt- 
ation to buy the free coal in at from 10 to 20 cents lower 
than they can contract for is too great to be resisted. 

The lake shipping trade shows no material change. 
Vessels are plentiful, but charters are no lower. Ship- 
pers are not making a very determined effort to break 
the rates, but are getting forward all the coal they can 
at the current costs. The laying up of many of the 
Rockefeller boats may injure the coal-carrying capacities 
on the lakes, if that policy is continued indefinitely 
through the season, and the outlook is therefore not 
sufficiently assured to warrant the belief that freights 
will be reduced. The question is still an open one. Coal 
is being forwarded more freely by lake, because the 
shippers have increased their facilities from mines to 
lake shipping ports. 

In the anthracite trade the expected June buying has 
not yet appeared. It may not come until quite late in 
the month, but there is an abundance of opportunity 
for delays to be extended too long, especially in all- 
rail territory. ‘The shippers are as a rule not bringing 
forward any large stocks of coal to anticipate the buy- 
ing. It was the experience of some shippers last season 
that a large number of orders had to be declined late 
in the month just before an advance, simply because 
there was not the coal on hand with which to fill orders, 
and the position assumed by the shippers was so une- 
quivocal that the business was not extended into the 
succeeding month. Some shippers, on the contrary, 
accepted orders for future shipment. With precedents 
both ways, it is difficult to say whether or not orders 
given late in June will be honored for July shipment, 
if there is not the coal in stock from which to make 
immediate shipment. East of Chicago, which is all-rail 
territory, buying of antracite gains steadily week by 
week. Throughout Ohio and to a more limited extent 
in Indiana and Michigan, it is the custom of anthracite 
dealers to buy early in the season. They are pursuing 
their usual course. From the banks of the Missouri 
and even of the Mississippi there is as yet scarcely a 
murmur indicating a need of coal. Moderate buying is 
witnessed throughout Illinois. Locaily at Chicago, as 
usual, there is as yet no life to the anthracite trade. 

Coke has not abated in the least its lately acquired 
tendency to descend to the levels of last summer. The 
descent is quite gradual, but is without ceasing. <A 
number of large contracts expire with the middle of the 
current year and they can be renewed at prices consid- 
erably lower than prevailed six months ago. Foundry 
coke is quite inactive and while makers are endeavoring 
to limit shipments to Chicago to moderate tonnages, 
the constant tendency is for a surplus to accumulate, 
with the usual effect of seeking buyers difficult to find. 


WINNING THE TOP. 
(Continued from Front Page.) 


valley. The result was that the following year, when 
the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul railroad was com. 
pleted to Merrill, Mr, Wright formed a partnership 
with Myron McCord, since member of congress and 
governor of Arizona, and under the name of Wright 
& McCord in the winter of 1881-82 a saw mill and a 
sash and door factory were established at Merrill. Mr, 
Stange remained with the firm as superintendent and 
two years later, when the H. W. Wright Lumber Com- 
pany was incorporated, he became a member of that 
company, but in 1886 severed his connection with it to 
go into business for himself, 

That was only fourteen years ago, yet Mr. Stange 
had so well prepared himself for manufacturing sash 
and doors that his course since then has been a succes- 
sion of forward movements, each one showing his capa- 
city as a manufacturer. He first bought at a sheriff's 
sale a small plant in Merrill that had been run only a 
year by a concern known as the Merrill Manufacturing 
Company. It consisted of a small saw mill and sash 
and door factory. This was the nucleus of the immense 
plant of the A. H. Stange Company of today. From 
year to year additions were built to the plant, new 
buildings were erected, and thus it expanded until now 
it has the largest capacity for making stock doors and 
«windows of any factory in the world. As an illustra- 
tion of its development it can be stated that the original] 
plant was run by a 12x20 engine, the building being 
48x75 feet in size and two stories high. After a year 
or so Mr. Stange replaced the little engine by a larger 
one, which at that time seemed to be a monster capable 
of furnishing all the power that the plant could possibly 
ever require. The little engine was put to one side, 
but after another year or so the plant had been go 
enlarged that more power was needed and the original 
engine was again pressed into service to help the “mon- 
ster.” But it was not long before the two engines were 
overloaded and they were replaced by a 700-horse power 
Corliss engine, which in turn was given more work 
than it could do, and later on the other two engines 
were again put back, the little one driving fans for the 
dry kiln. 

About six years ago Mr. Stange, who had conducted 
the business until then in his own name, incorporated 
the A. H. Stange Company, in order to give the 
trusted lieutenants whom he had in charge of the differ- 
ent departments of the plant a working interest in 
the business. The saw mill ‘is one of the largest in 
the Wisconsin valley and of late years it has been 
operated day and night, winter and summer. The com- 
pany owns a supply of timber sufficient to draw from 
for a number of years and it is logged with the object 
in view of utilizing every possible inch of the product 
in the factory. So much lumber does the factory require 
that of late the company has paid little attention to the 
lumber trade direct, using almost the entire product of 
the mill in the manufacture of sash and doors. In addi- 
tion to its own product the company is a large buyer of 
blocks of lumber at other Wisconsin mills. 

Mr. Stange’s business interests are almost entirely 
confined to the A. H. Stange Company, on which it 
has been his desire to concentrate his attention, although 
freely giving of his time and labor for the benefit of 
the community in which he makes his home. He recently 
acquired a large tract of city property not far from his 
factory and mill plant, on which, it is expected, in the 
near future another large woodworking institution will 
be built by himself and others, though the plans for 
this new plant are not yet quite matured. 

Mr. Stange is a director of the National Bank of 
Merrill, and three years ago with others started the 
Lincoln County Bank, also at that place, : 

Every movement for the betterment of the city of 
Merrill has found Mr, Stange in line, if not the orig- 
inator. He is publie spirited and, while never taking 
an active part in polities other than stanchly to advo- 
cate republican doctrine in national questions, he has 
been mayor of Merrill twice and was recently elected 
for a third term on a non-partisan platform and with 
no opposing candidates. Previous to being mayor the 
first time he served six terms in the city council. 
Although a busy man, Mr. Stange always finds time to 
devote to the community’s interest. He was one of the 
prime movers in the organization of a stock company 
among the lumbermen and other business men of Merrill 
to build a hotel in that city that would do credit to it. 
This hotel, the Lincoln, which was built by the Merrill 
Hotel Company and was recently opened to the public, 
is one of the finest modern hotels in the state. Plans 
are now under way for county and city buildings in 
Merrill, which will add much to its appearance and in 
the furthering of which Mr. Stange is doing more than 
his share. Some time ago, when the U. N. Roberts Com- 
pany, of Davenport, Ia., was reorganized, Mr. Stange 
was one of the prime movers, but two years ago he dis- 
posed of his interest in that concern. , 

While residing at Racine Mr. Stange was happily 
married to an acquaintance of his childhood days and 
the result of this union is two sons, Charles H., who 18 
a valuable lieutenant to his father in the management 
of the A. H. Stange Company; August J. Stange, now 
a student at the University of Wisconsin, at Madison, 
preparing himself to enter business; and four daughters, 
the eldest of whom is married. 

Mr. Stange’s success in the business world may be 
more or less attributed to his indomitable will power 
and determination to hew closely to the line and not 
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seatter his energies; to his ambition, and also to his 


early training, when, as a mechanic, he became skilled ° 


in his trade, a trade he learned so well that in building 
up a business for himself he was able to surmount all 
obstacles. He is a believer in method and system and 
the extensive affairs of his company are carried on like 
clockwork, There is no bustle or confusion about the 
office of the A. H. Stange Company and the visitor 
would hardly think that the force there employed is 
sufficient to carry out the details of such a large busi- 
ness as is done by the company, everything goes so 
smoothly. 

Mr. Stange is yet a young man and in the building 
up of this great western country such an institution as 
the A. H. Stange Company is bound to grow and forge 
still further ahead. 





Obituary. 


In Memory of Alonzo Barnes. 


A little over a month ago there died at Brodhead, 
Wis., Alonzo Barnes, a man who enjoyed probably as 
large an acquaintance among northern lumbermen as 
any other man connected with the lumber industry. At 
the time of his death reference to the sad event was 
necessarily brief, but it is meet and appropriate that 
some further information concerning his life and serv- 
ices should be published, not only as a gratification to 
his friends, but to inform those who were not acquainted 
with him in life of the sterling qualities which char- 
acterized his mental and moral make-up. 

Mr. Barnes was a uative of Leroy, Boone county, 
Illinois, where he was born February 13, 1843. In 1869 
he removed to Brodhead and married Celista Dunwiddie, 
of that place, and for a year they made their home 
there, Mr. Barnes being employed in the Bowen bank. 
His employer, recognizing his ability, sent him to 
De Pere to take charge of a lumber yard, and he lived 
for five years at the latter point, at the expiration of 
which period he went into the lumber business for 
himself at Monroe, Wis. He sold this yard in 1879 
and went to Milwaukee, where he became employed by 
the large sash and door firm at that time known as 
Sanger, Rockwell & Co., and during the interval of 
twenty years that have elapsed since then he had been 
engaged continuously in the service of that firm and 
its successor, the Rockwell Manufacturing Company, 
until failing health compelled him to give up active 
labors. 

Mr. Barnes’ special aptitude was as a judge of lum- 
ber, and he had the conceded reputation among white 
pine lumbermen of having been one of the shrewdest 
purchasers of lumber in the north. He was fair and 
honorable in his business transactions and was popular 
among those with whom he dealt. Besides this he was 
a thorough gentleman in every way and was respected 
by those with whom he came in contact either in busi- 
ness or socially. 

The illness to which is directly traceable Mr. Barnes’ 
death came from an injury which he received while 
endeavoring to load a car of lumber several years ago. 
In attempting to draw a car stake he injured his side 
quite severely, and as a result an internal tumor was 
formed, and the growth of this tumor marked his declin- 
ing health. Last year as his illness became more per- 
ceptible he went to Brodhead, to reside in a handsome 
residence he had built the previous year, and while 
treatment was afforded him of the most skillful kind, 
the progress of his disease could not be stayed and 
he sank quietly to rest on April 29. The funeral services 
were held at Brodhead and the remains were interred 
in the family vault at the cemetery at Monroe, by the 
side of those of a beloved daughter, who died a number 
of years ago. 

In the death of Mr. Barnes an aching void will be 
felt in the hearts of many of our readers. Chicago lum- 
bermen, especially those who made frequent visits to 
northern manufacturing points, all seemed to know 
him well and loved and admired him, and many have 
spoken regretfully of him since they first learned of 
his illness some months ago. He is one of the men 
whom the trade can illy afford to lose, and his integrity 
and industry won for him an eminence in lumber circles 
that few can attain. 








John Bradford. 


John Bradford, manager of the Graham saw mill at 
St. Mark’s, Fla., was recently shot and killed in a dis- 
pute with John A, Graham, senior partner of the Gra- 
ham Lumber Company. 





George [laxfield. 


George Maxfield, owner of the Maxfield Sawmill Com- 
pany, Spring City, Utah, died recently, aged 36. 





George E. Conde. 


George E, Conde, of Conde & Getman, lumber dealers 
at Watervliet, N. Y., died recently, aged 67. He had 
been in the lumber business thirty-six years, 





W. M. Hurt. 
W. M. Hurt, of Holman & Hurt, Dallas (Tex.) lum- 
bermen, died recently, of Bright’s disease. 





Duncan Cruickshanks. 


‘ Duncan Cruickshanks, a prominent lumberman and 
ogger at Menominee, Mich., died recently, aged 56. He 
had been a resident of that city for thirty years. 


Herbert I. Mitchell. 

Herbert I. Mitchell, head of the big retail house of 
Isam Mitchell & Co., of Brockton, Mass., died on May 
28. He was one of the most successful retailers in 
Massachusetts, and very highly esteemed. 


Robert Eales. 

Robert Eales died at Alpena, Mich., and was buried 
last Tuesday. He was born in England in 1835, and 
located at Alpena thirty-five years ago. He built the 
first saw mill at Alpena and had a hand in building 
nearly all of the mills there. 


S. W. Collins. 

S. W. Collins, a well known lumber and shingle man 
in Oregon and Washington, died at Portland, Ore., aged 
51. For a number of years he operated a saw and 
shingle mill at Castle Rock, Wash., retiring a few 
years ago to engage in other business, 





William L. Colwell. 

William L. Colwell, formerly prominent in Michigan 
lumber circles, but for fourteen years past identified 
with saw mill work on the Pacific coast, died recently 
in Portland, Ore., aged 61. 


James H. [l’Devitt. 


James H. MeDavitt, of Hoshall & MeDavitt, Memphis, 
Tenn., died last week, at the age of fifty-eight years. He 
had been sick only two weeks. He was an officer in sev- 
eral well known local corporations and a man generally 
loved by all who knew him. He had been a member of 
the firm of Hoshall & MeDavitt for seven and a half 


The Record. 


California. 

Berkeley—Henry Taylor is succeeded by Heywood Bros. 

Boulder Creek—The Boulder Creek Land & Lumber Com- 
pany has been succeeded in the retail lumber business by the 
Loma Prieta Lumber Company. 

Los Angeles—The Consolidated Coal, Coke, Iron & Lumber 
Company has incorporated with a capital stock of $690,000. 
The incorporators are W. E. Stimson, W. G. Cochran, W. Gil- 
felen, G. I. Cochran, D. Carr and D. Newhart, of Los Angeles ; 
J. F. Howes, of Paintville, Ky., and C. M. McCarthy, of 
Oswego.—The Hipolito Screen & Sash Company has engaged 
in business here with a capital stock of $10,000. The direct- 
ors are H. H. Mayberry, H. H. Kerckhoff, BE. Hipolito, M. G. 
Eshman and 8. J. Cook, of Los Angeles. 

San Francisco—The San Francisco ncaa Company has 
incorporated here with a stock of $10,000.—The Lamoine 
Lumber & Trading Company has incorporated with an author- 
ized stock of $300,000. The directors are 8. I. Coggins, W. C. 
Webb, L. M. Robbins, E. Schwab, San Francisco, and William 
Gardiner, of Oakland. : 

Florida. 


Pensaloca—The Yellow River Log Company has been incor 
porated with a capital of $25,000, to engage in the timber 
and logging business. 








Illinois. 

Chicago—The E. Sondheimer Company has been incorpo- 
rated with a capital stock of $100,000, to succeed BE. Sond- 
heimer & Co.—D. Henry Steinmetz has engaged in the hard- 
wood lumber commission business, with office at 571 Fiftieth 
place.—Zechman & Co. have been succeeded by Zechman & 
Luyra. 

New Windsor—George W Christy has been succeeded by 
the Christy Lumber Company. 

Indian Territory. 


Caddo—Markham Bros. are reported sold out. 

Sterrett—The Moore Lumber Company has sold out to 
Rockwell Bros. 

pa Indiana. 

Plymouth—The Plymouth Novelty Company recently began 

here. 
lowa. 

Burlington—The Rand Lumber Company has been incorpo- 
rated here with an authorized capital stock of $200,000, by 
J. M. Sherfey and T. Wilkinson, of this place. 

Gilmore City—Black & Neal, of Webster City, have pur- 
chased the lumber yard of H. L Hughes. 

onia—The Iowa Lumber Company has been incorporated 
with an authorized capital of $50.000, by C. H. Edmonds, 
ll. H. Moody, E. E. Durston, W. C. Rouse and G. P. Edmonds. 

Storm Lake—The Standard Lumber Company, of Dubuque, 

has sold its branch yard here. 


Kansas. 
Belle Plaine—T. J. Durham has bought a half interest in 
the Relle Plaine mills of Sarah H. Smith. 


Holliday—H. D. Clark has moved his business to Bonner 
Springs, Kan. 
Wilson—A. C. Jellison has sold out to A. D. Jellison. 
Kentucky. 
Marion—Jesse Oliver has been succeeded by Walker & 


Boston. 
Slickford—G. W. Arthur & Co. have sold their saw mill. 


Louisiana. 

Alexandria—Allen & O’Shea recently began in the lumber 
business.—Mussick Bros., of Quincy, have purchased the saw 
mill and box factory of George Betts. 

Jennings—The State Lumber Company, Ltd., has incorpo- 
rated and purchased the saw mill preety of Ervin Richard. 
The incorporators are J. F. Nuttall, G. M. Wing, J. D. Mat- 
thews, F. S. Bennett and Nellie N. Bennett, of Patterson, La. 


; Maryland. 
Baltimore—W. W. Welch is reported out of business here. 


Massachusetts. 

Acton—The South Acton Coal & Lumber Company recently 
incorporated here with an authorized stock of $16,000. The 
incorporators are B. M. Kimball, J. K. W. Wetherbee and 
Cc. H. Fairbanks. 

Michigan. 


Ashley—Gordon & Green have dissolved partnership and 
are reported succeeded by Charles Green. 

Caseville—The proprietors of the Caseville Fish Company 
have purchased James Curran’s saw mill and will re-equip 
and operate it. 

Janesville—N. R. Cook is in business here. 

Kalkaska—William Winter has purchased the W. F. Stuart 
shingle mill. 

Sagola—The Sagola Lumber Company has purchased the 
planing mill plant at Trout Creek. 

Thumb Lake—A. J. Beardsley has sold his saw mill to A. 
Fred Hayes. 


Minnesota. 


Arcola—The Laird-Norton Company, of Winona, has re- 
cently started here. 
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oii Beardsley—W. H. Curran & Co. have succeeded H. B. Gelt- 


Tnapeapeite—The North Star Lumber Com recen 
ibe; = - 7 eas ha business. _— sad 
; oun ake—H. C. Moeller has been succeeded b 
Round Lake Grain & Lumber Company. dies 

West Brook—The Laird-Norton Company, of Winona, has 
recently begun here. 

‘ Mississippi. 

rew—Fred Bell & Co. have succeeded 
Fred 7 - to the business of 
uncan—The White-Martin Lumber Company ha 
mg may tee * ae ie of $85,000. aac — 
nter y—The Hoyt-Woodin Manufa 
has started a saw mill bere. ane See 
oun tae ae mcs ye pwenitave Manufacturing Com- 
een incorporated with a 
of $54,000." rpo n authorized capital stock 
amsburg—The McDonald-Thompson Millin; Compa 
has been organized with a capital stock of $25,000" ~ 
on Missouri. 
vins—The Miners Lumber Company has sold to the 
Lead Belt Lumber Company, which will 
. capital stock — gannbe. y will be incorporated with 
x0lden City—The Home L 
Cooyer. y umber Company has sold to O. BR. 
ansas City—The Hastings Lumber Company h 
ineeepeeetes as capital stock of $35,000. —— 
an—J. L. ng has 
King r Co. g succeeded to the business of J. L. 
-owersville—W. A. Sturgeon is reported out of bus 

St. Joseph—John De Clue is vepertes sold ont. = 

St. Louis—The Udell-Samson Woodenware Company has 
been incorporated with a capital stock of $25,000. The 
= are M. R. Udell, F. G. Udell and John Sam- 

Quitman—The Green B 
wb ay Lumber Company has sold to 

sili Montana. 

vingston—W. H. North, of Al 
the saw mill of A. W. Miles. anttan, recently puocinnys 
erino—The Midland Coal & Lumber Com 
organized by W. W. Coales, J. E. Lane and N. Godin _ 
. Nebraska. 
ayard—W. W. V 
oer anatta recently started in the lumber 

Columbus—J. E. Ka . 

Fa uffman recently began in the lumber 

Geneva—J. G. B 
seme urress has sold out his lumber and coal 

wiat o New Jersey. 

verton—The Heuling Coal & Lumb ’ 
ported sold out to Samuel Rudderow. we —- 
New York. 

Brooklyn—The F. C. Schul L : 
creased its capital to $25,000. Pet bas af 
me. ro ae ee ae Cummer Company, of No 

ened an office at room 4 B, P cre E 
in rg $ Howard Adams. — 
*helps—George Clark, of this place, and George Sef 
Newark, have purchased the ce ; 
ent cea chased the coal and lumber business of 







North Carolina. 


Causey—J. H. & I. H. Dunlap are succeeded t - 
son-Dunlap Milling Company. < —— 


North Dakota. 


McHenry—Crane & Johnson, of C ar y é 
in the lumber business. , a 
Ohio. 


Burlington (near)—J. C. & Godfrey Buehrer 
in the saw mill business. : . en oe Se 
Clarksville—M. O. Burchett, of New Castle, Ind., has pur- 
—, Pe | ——— in - ae mill recently operated by 
D . sever, deceased. The mill will be 
— - Burchett, ¥ re 
eveland—The Nicola & Stone Lumber Company has 
increased its capital stock from $50,000 to $100,000.—-Foot 
& 5 teen es ners meres to Willard, Ky. pests danas 
ronton—E. 8. Culbertson and E. G. Scripture will 
in the manufacture of doors and will erect pgs ng ee 


Pennsylvania. 
ns. Jack’s Sons have been succeeded by Harry F. 


Philadelphia—Elias Poh! has sold his retail | 
ot ee fo ti ae eet te J. G. Kolb’s — ae 
nsburg—W. I. tchell, of Pittsburg, i 
the wholesale lumber business. aa Ran 5 


South Dakota. 


Mad'son—A new lumber yard will be > or 
FR gy iy a y e opened here by Mr. 


Tennessee. 


Chattanooga—The J. M. Card Lumber Company, of Scotts- 
boro, has removed its general offices to this city. 

Wartrace—Ellington Bros. have removed their mill to 
Whitesides. 

Texas. 

Bremond—Reese & Brown have succeeded J. B. Reese. 

Dalias—N. Newhouse & Co. recently began to operate a 
hardwood saw mill here——The Crown Lumber Company is 
incorporated here with an authorized stock of $50,000. 

De Leon—J. I. Campbell has withdrawn from the firm of 
Campbell & Ham. 
s sone Wwe Pearson has been succeeded by Pearson 

Oss. 

Lincoln—J. C. Hillsman & Sons have bee 
Daniel Heck. er 

Texarkana—The Texarkana Lumber Company has been 
incorporated with a capital stock of $10,000, by M. D. Tilson, 
W. H. Tilson, H. H. Brown and T. A. Bryant. 

Wallisville—W. E. Stephens is reported out of business 
es 1a Wallisville Lumber Company is reported out of 
pusiness. 


Virginia. 


_ Box Elder—The Enterprise Lumber Company, of Holand, 
Va., has engaged in the lumber business; also at Carrsville. 
Washington. 
Kalama—The Kalama Shingle Company has organized here. 
Seattle—An office has been opened here by the Carpenter 
Lumber Company, of Minneapolis. 
Fairhaven—The BE. - Wood Lumber Company, of 
Hoquiam, Wash., will engage in the lumber manufacturing 


business here. 
West Virginia. 


Charleston—The Elk Lumber Company has been incorpo- 
rated here with an authorized capita) stock of $25,000, by 
A. B. Lewis, H. L. Kirtley, D. B. Browley and J. E. 8S. Kaggs 


Wisconsin. 


PM.» ti R. Stein & Co. have sold out here to A. H. 
ayser. 

Merrill—The property formerly operated by C. P. Miller & 
Co. was recently transferred by Perley Lowe, the owner, to 
Cc. B. Flinn. 

Quebec. 


Montreal—The old Beland mill near St. Gabriel will be 
reopened by Heidritter Bros., of Elizabeth. N. J. 

Note.—Inadvertently the head lines for the states of South 
Dakota and Texas were transposed last week, Texas appear- 
ing over the list of changes in South Dakota. 
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Slight Improvement in Log Driving Conditions — [linneapolis Mills Start up on Railroad Logs— 
End of the Woodworkers’ Strike —Drop in Lake Freights at Lake Superior 
Ports—Menominee Dry Lumber Practically All Sold—The Situation 
at Saginaw and Bay City. 





THE UPPER MISSISSIPPI RIVER DISTRICT. 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., June 6.—With the saw mills 
closed ‘down at this point for two weeks, Minneapolis 
lumbermen are beginning to experience an appreciable 
stimulation in the white pine situation. Prices have 
firmed up during the past ten days and some of the manu- 
facturers and jobbers are beginning to place orders with 
other concerns for stock of which they are short. These 
shortages apply almost wholly to boards of unusual 
widths, and while they are not a distinguishing feature 
of the situation there is sufficient inquiry of this sort to 
give buoyancy and a better feeling to the local white 
pine market. 

It now looks as though some of the mills would re- 
sume operations the latter part of this week. In an 
announcement today, the Mississippi & Rum River Boom 
Company says that six of the leading mills of Minne- 
apolis will be able to begin sawing Friday or Saturday. 
It is not expected that these mills will start up at once 
on full time. The supply of logs in sight is limited, and 
were it not for the fact that they have been hauled into 
Brainerd over the Brainerd & Northern railroad and 
floated from there to Minneapolis, the mills would have 
little prospect of starting. The mills which will start 
up are those of the C. A. Smith Lumber Company, the 
Bovey-De Laittre Lumber Company, McMullen & Co., 
the Plymouth mill, the Shevlin-Carpenter mill and the 
Backus mill. The arrival of logs over the Brainerd & 
Northern at Brainerd continues to be less than the 
contracts with the railroad company call for, but the 
company is not to blame. The rivers and lakes at the 
northern terminals of the road are still so low that logs 
are floated down with great difficulty. They are arriving 
slowly at these points, and the railroad company is not 
hauling 50 percent of the capacity of the road. The 
continued drought in Minnesota is responsible for these 
conditions. 

River Situation Has Not Improved. 

Sunday evening Minneapolis and St. Paul were vis- 
ited by the first rain storm of any consequence since 
about the middle of April. There have been frequent 
storms in the Red River valley and northwestern Minne- 
sota. There has been plenty of rain in Wisconsin, and 
over the boundary in Canada there is no complaint of 
lack of moisture. But in the upper Mississippi river 
valley, north of Minneapolis as far as Lake Itaska, there 
has been a continued drought now for two months. The 
river and its tributaries have been constantly receding 
and the stage of water today is lower than it has been 
at any previous time this year. The upper river drive 
of 100,000,000 feet of logs is now at Sauk Rapids. Its 
progress during three weeks past has been at the rate 
of from six to eight miles a week. Now that the drive is 
past the rapids it is predicted by the boom company that 
it will move faster. These predictions even go so far as 
to say that a few scattering logs may reach Minneapolis 
early next week. If such proves to be the case the mills 
which will resume can undoubtedly operate continuously 
for some time. However, well-posted lumbermen do not 
place too much reliance in these predictions. With the 
supply of logs on hand in the sorting gap the Minne- 
apolis mills can operate for perhaps a week, but at the 
end of that time they will be obliged to close down again 
unless some of the logs from the upper drive are down. 


Strike Is Called Off. 

The woodworkers’ strike is at an end. This week the 
officers of the woodworkers’ union in an official state- 
ment, declared that the strike was off and ordered the 
members of the union to return. The victory was won 
by the four manufacturers, who presented a firm front 
and refused to yield to the demands of the union. These 
four firms were the largest employers of labor in the 
city. They were operating their factories at full ca- 
pacity witout the aid of the union, and the officers of 
the latter realized that prompt action must be taken or 
the strikers would be compelled to seek employment in 
other cities. Many of the strikers have been given back 
their old positions, but not all of them. Having won the 
strike, the manufacturers decided to retain efficient non- 
union workmen who had been employed while it was 
in progress. 

Now that the manufacturers have won the fight they 
are indulging in considerable criticism of the course 
pursued by Smith & Wyman. Without waiting to see 
how the matter was going to end, this firm threw up 
its hands and yielded to every demand of the union. 
The manufacturers who held out claim that this gave 
encouragement to the strikers and prolonged the struggle. 

The glaziers went out on a sympathetic strike last 
week and were deserted by the woodworkers when the 
latter decided to give up. Most of the glaziers have 
been taken back by the manufacturers, but they declare 
that they will never go on another sympathetic strike 
to aid the woodworkers’ union. They feel that they were 
treated unjustly. 


Tone of Market Is Improving. 


On all sides it is agreed that the white pine lumber 
market at this point is improving. Reports from deal- 


ers during the week have practically all had this same 


trend. Early in the season South Dakota retailers 
seemed reluctant to take hold. Orders from that section 
were of the hand-to-mouth variety. During the past 
week these orders have been of larger volume, and dealers 
are seemingly anticipating future wants. South Dakota 
bids fair to have a prosperous season. ‘here has been an 
abundance of rain, crops are growing nicely and many 
new building improvements are being planned. In south- 
ern Minnesota practically the same conditions obtain. 
This portion of the state is undergoing a building boom 
this year, owing to the fact that two railroads have 
built branch lines into territory which is rapidly de- 
veloping. The Minneapolis & St. Louis has built a 
branch line extending one hundred miles southeast from 
New Ulm. On this branch at least twenty new towns 
have sprung into existence, containing all the way from 
fifteen or twenty buildings to fifty. The Chicago, St. 
Paul, Minneapolis & Omaha has built a new southeastern 
branch, on which many new towns have been located 
in southern Minnesota and northern Iowa. The develop- 
ment of this territory has created an unusual demand for 
white pine lumber. From North Dakota nice orders are 
still coming in from sections lately wild prairie, but 
now being placed under cultivation by the vast army 
or immigrants who invaded that section this spring. 
In the Red Lake District. 

The mills up in the vicinity of Crookston are having 
trouble on account of log drives being hung up. The mill 
of the Crookston Lumber Company, at Crookston, shut 
down last week, having run out of logs. The drives com- 
ing out of Red lake, down the river of that name, are 
stranded, and it is impossible to tell when they will be 
down. The St. Hilaire Lumber Company fortunately 
had enough logs on hand to run night and day so far, 
but the mill of the Thief River Falls Lumber Company, 
at Thief River Falls, has not been able to start as yet 
this year. 

C. J. Winton, of Wausau, Wis., president of the Thief 
River Falls Lumber Company, passed through Minne- 
apolis Tuesday on his way to the mill. He said his com- 
pany expected to begin sawing last week, but that owing 
to the giving way of a dam logs are not yet available. 
The condition of the Red Lake river is exceptional. It 
has always been considered one of the best streams in 
the state to drive, it being necessary heretofore only to 
start the logs into the river at the outlet of the lake, and 
they came down of their own accord, no drives being 
ever before held up. This year the bottom of the river 
has risen to the top in some places, and neither steam- 
boats nor logs can navigate. The Thief River Falls 
Lumber Company’s new mill is in excellent shape for 
sawing now, and the new planing mill is completed. 
J. G. Ballard, formerly with the St. Hilaire Lumber 
Company, manages the office and sales end of the busi- 
ness, 

Minor Mention. 

It is reported by Mr. Strickland, St. Paul representa- 
tive of the Mississippi River Logging Company, that the 
yard at Strickland, Wis., has been closed out. Mr. 
Strickland was in Minneapolis recently disposing of the 
last few cars of goods. 

B. A. Lockwood, of the B. A. Lockwood Grain Com- 
pany, Des Moines, Ia., was in Minneapolis this week in 
consultation with local lumbermen on markets and stock 
conditions. 

H. L. Jenkins, of the H. L. Jenkins Lumber Company, 
has been in Iowa for several days looking over the situa- 
tino. 

E. A. Nickerson, Minneapolis representative of the 
Clark-Nickerson Company, Everett, Wash., has recently 
returned from a trip to the mills in Everett. He reports 
that building operations on the new mill which the 
company is erecting at that point are well under way 
and that it will be ready for operation within a few 
weeks. 

W. R. Baumback, a prominent cedar producer at Du- 
luth, Minn., was in Minneapolis this week calling upon 
the local dealers and looking over the cedar market. 

K. E. Jewett, secretary of the Green Bay Lumber Com- 
pany, Des Moines, Iowa, was in Minneapolis for a few 
days this week on his way to Northern Minnesota, where 
he will be joined by E, C. Finkbine, president of the 
company, and where, together, they will enjoy a few days’ 
outing. 

A, F, Frudden, president of the A. F. Frudden Lumber 
Company, La Crosse, Wis., called upon local lumbermen 
this week. 

N. D. Allen, representing the C. L. Colman Lumber 
Company, La Crosse, Wis., called upon local lumbermen 
this week. 

Among the lumber dealers registered at Minneapolis 
this week were the following: L. A. Page, Mason City, 
Ia.; 8. D. Moore, Marshalltown, Ia.; George Stewart, of 
the George Stewart Lumber Company, Mason City, Ia.; 


G. Eliason, Montevideo, Minn.; Mr. Larson, Larson 
Bros., Dassell, Minn.; W. E. Blodgett, Wisconsin 


Lumber Company, Faribault, Minn,; Verne Tyler, Greene, 
Ta.; J. W. Hill, Clear Lake, Ia.; Lee Hill, Northwood, 
Ta.; Harry Page, Mason City, Ia.; J. F. Lee, Brandon, 
8. D. 
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The C. A. Smith Lumber Company has installed at its 
office, on Lyndale and Forty-Fourth ayenues, north, a 
private switchboard, which is connected with the vari- 
ous offices of the mill, the superintendent, the wood 
office, the Compo-Board Company and the private offices 
of the members of the company. 

Harry B. Waite, of the H. B. Waite Lumber Company, 
started for the Pacific coast 'Tuesday to look after his 
company’s interests in Washington. He will be gone 
two weeks or longer. 

William J. Wagstaff made a flying trip to Minneapolis 
last week. He was in the twin cities on business and 
takes an optimistic view of the white pine situation, 
saying he believes trade will improve during the sum- 
mer. 


¥. S. Farr, of the H. C. Akeley Lumber Company, is 
at Georgetown, 8S. C., giving the benefit of his saw mill 
experience to the Atlantic Coast Lumber Company. The 
latter concern is building a large saw mill at that point. 

W. C. Winton, manager of the Knox Lumber Company, 
at Winton, Minn., spent a few days in Minneapolis last 
week, , 

The Charles Betcher Lumber Company, of Red Wing, 
Minn., expects to have its new mill running this week. 
The company was burned out last December. 


The North Star Lumber Company is the name of a 
new wholesale concern which opened for business June | 
at 310 Lumber Exchange. W. G. Wilson has been ap- 
pointed manager of the company and will have charge 
of all business at this point. He is an old and experi- 
enced lumberman, having been connected with the lumber 
trade for seventeen years past. During that period he 
was identified with several of the best-known lumber 
firms on the upper Mississippi. The North Star Lumber 
Company will deal in white pine, yellow pine, white and 
red cedar shingles and cedar posts. 

The large saw mill of the St. Croix Lumber Company, 
at South Stillwater, Minn., shut down Tuesday morning 
for want of logs. The small mill is still running. 

D. H. Moon, of the Moon & Kerr Lumber Company, 
Virginia, Minn., was in Minneapolis ‘Tuesday and 
Wednesday of this week. 

D. F. Brooks, president of the Scanlon-Gipson Lumber 
Company, while at Cass Lake last week sprained his 
ankle aiid is now confined to his home at Union Park, 
St. Paul. 

Two dams at the outlet of Lake Nebagamain, built 
last winter by the Nebagamon Lumber Company, Lake 
Nebagamon, Wis., were blown out by dynamite one night 
Jast week Ly some miscreants. The dams had heen built 
for the purpose of holding the water level in the Jake, 

D. F. Alexander, a lumberman of Whatcom, Wash., is 
in Minneapolis this week. 

Reed S. Fdgerton, with Carstens & Earles, Incorpo- 
rated, Seattle, Wash., is in Minneapolis this week. 

KE. P. Wells, of the Brainerd Lumber Company, has re- 
turned from a trip to Brainerd, Minn. He reports that 
the mills of his company are still running and probably 
will not be compelled to stop. 

Arthur Gourley, president of the Arthur Gourley 
Lumber Company, Chicago, was in Minneapolis this 
week looking up matters connected with business. While 
here it is reported that he made several large purchases 
from Minneapolis lumbermen. 





AT THE HEAD OF THE LAKES. 


Dututu, MINN., June 5.—There have been a few sales 
of lumber for eastern delivery this week, one cargo of 
No. 4 boards, one of No. 3 and some smaller lots, in 
all perhaps 2,000,000 feet. These have gone at manu- 
facturers’ prices, $12 for No. 4, $14 for No, 3, ete. Thus 
far the western men have carried the day in their con- 
test with buyers, but of the many eastern Jumbermen 
that have been here this week on the freight and hand- 
ling questions, none seem disposed toward buying, and 
there is almost no inquiry from their markets. A few 
sales are made as some one is short and that is all the 
business being done. The drop in freight rates, which 
have now reached $2.25 to Lake Erie, should have an 
effect on the inquiry if there were the slightest disposi- 
tion to buy, but it seems to be fruitless. Several car- 
goes have been placed this week at $2.25, and 16 shil- 
lings is not far away. 

There is one element of weakness in the present 
situation that has been overlooked by some, and that 18 
the small lots of lumber held at interior and railway 
points near here, that can- be had cheap. In all there 
are but a few million feet of this, perhaps not a million 
that is in condition to ship today, but it is a factor that 
helps depress all the rest. Then some of the eastern 
people have lumber bought on contracts a year old that 
they are offering $1 or so below the market, in the 
hope that they can buy new stock later at depressed 
prices. 5 

There has been such a drop in freights since the high 
point last year, $4.50 the middle of October, that lumber 
can actually be bought here today at going rates and 
delivered in the eastern markets for from $1.25 to $1.79 
under what it cost last fall. No. 3 stock sold last October 
at from $13 to $13.50, and freights were $4.50; now the 
lumber is sold at $14 and the freight is $2.25; No. 4 
stock then sold at from $11 to $11.50, with the same 
freight, and now is $12. No. 1 lath was then $3.50, with 
90 cents freight, now it is $3, with a 45-cent freight 
rate, a saving of 95 cents. 

A lot of eastern lumber tonnage owners and buyers, 
including Pendennis White, of Buffalo, C. E. Rowland, 
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of Toledo, Erwin Fisher, of Cleveland, and J. H. Calbick, 
Isaac Baker and W. D. Hamilton, of Chicago, have been 
here this week. They have come to meet with the local 
Jongshoremen’s association on the question of the rate 
for loading lumber, which was last fall fixed at 60 cents 
an hour for this year. Last year it was 50 cents, and 
the lumber shovers were making far more money than 
they are today. President O’Keefe, of the National 
Longshoremen’s Association, was expected here to help 
the vesselmen out, but he has failed to appear. It is 
not yet certain what will be done, but an agreement may 
be reached. If so, whatever advantage is given the ves- 
sels will probably be lost to them by some owners cut- 
ting rates again, All the lumber shippers say that if they 
are compelled to pay 60 cents an hour to loaders they will 
turn their ships into ore, and many of them have already 
done so. There are others who cannot well do this. 
Then the ore rate is weak at $1, and it is requiring 
the withdrawal of the Rockefeller ships from all traffic 
to hold it up. Within the past few days a large pro- 
portion of the enormous fleet of John D. Rockefeller has 
been tied up here, waiting till $1.25 is offered for ore. 
Mr. Rockefeller’s company is paying that to a large 
fleet chartered for the season, and wants to maintain 
that rate as a basis of settlement with the Carnegie 
Steel Company on 1,500,000 tons of contract ore. So 
the freight situation is badly mixed, 

The past month was the dryest May since the govern- 
ment began recording weather here, in 1870. The rain- 
fall was 2.96 inches below the average. Only .62 of an 
inch of water fell in May, and from January 1 to June 6 
there have been but 2.01 inches precipitation. This is 
6.50 inches below normal for this period. If we add 
the months of November and December to this com- 
parison, the deficiency below normal is 7.68 inches, some- 
thing really remarkable. The dryest May of preceding 
years was in 1871, when the fall was 1.4 inches, or double 
this year. The average rainfall in June at Duluth for 
the past thirty-one years has been 4.59 inches, but so 
far this month there has been only a trace. June is 
usually a very rainy month, with heavy downpours. 

The driving condition of Iron river is typical of the 
district at its worst. The Duncan & Brewer, the Soper 
and the Hines companies have some 15,000,000 feet of 
logs on that stream and its branches, and they say that 
nothing short of a continuous and heavy downpour for 
a week or over would help them out. They expect more 
than half their logs there to remain over the year. It 
would take a continuous string of men, armed with 
pikepoles and peavies, to drive the river, and parts of 
it could not be driven then. Cloquet reports no improve- 
ment in river conditions. 

Some of the mills will be closing down soon for lack 
of piling room. The effect of last week’s meeting here 
is seen in a freer movement of contracted lumber, the 
buyers having been served with quite urgent notices to 
get it forward. One firm of buyers, having a lot of 
4,000,000 feet bought at old prices, this week sent up for 
one cargo to be shipped, “as a sample”! 

George W. Decker, of Newport, Ark., has sued the 


Northwestern Supply Company, of Duluth, in the United . 


States Court here, claiming infringement of a patented 
log loader. The Decker loader was patented last year, 
and has been introduced into the south; the Cody loader, 
the alleged infringement, was also patented last year, 
and has been introduced here. They are really quite 
similar, though each firm claims its own to be the better 
of the two. Mr. Decker demands an injunction, an 
accounting, damages in triplicate and the costs of suit. 

Walter Alexander, Charles Edgar, and others of the 

Alexander & Edgar Lumber Company, Iron River, were 
here this week on their way from their burned mill. The 
mill was completely destroyed, and with it a little lum- 
ber, and a number of cars of both the Northern Pacific 
and Duluth, South Shore & Atlantic roads, The loss 
on the mill was about $35,000, with insurance of $25,000. 
It had been the property of the present company for a 
year, was in excellent repair and was running day and 
night crews at the time of the fire. It is probable that 
it will be rebuilt. This mill was Iron River’s chief 
industry. 
_ The new mill of the Longyear Lake Lumber Company 
18 starting this week. Some 6,000,000 feet of fine logs 
are now banked at the lake and the mill will be able 
to run steadily. The mill of the Clark-Jackson Lumber 
Company here will start next week. The Glenmont Lum- 
ber Company’s mill at Cass Lake and the Neil mill, at 
the same place, will start double crews this week. The 
lumber and lath mill of John Dolph & Co., at Grand 
Rapids, will be ready about July 1. 

Drouth is closing the mills at Rat Portage and Nor- 
man, Ontario. Rainy river has been so low that the 
drives are hung up and it is feared all the mills must 
a though so far only night crews have been taken 


The No, 4 mill of the Rat Portage Lumber Company 
one day last week cut 165,000 feet in ten hours, that 
being by far the largest cut ever made by any mill in 
that region in a like time. The mill has a circular, band 
and gang, and is operated by Canadians. 

_ Powers & Simpson have banked 70,000,000 feet of 
timber in Mississippi waters so far this season, and are 
still landing in Crooked lake. They are working one of 
the Cody steam loaders, which is loading logs at the rate 
of 60 cars a day. 

The Knox Lumber Company is buying timber in the 
north part of the county right along. This week’s pur- 
chases have included $14,500 worth from J. M, Williams, 
and $19,000 from Robert Whitesides. This was all in 
62-13, 65-12 and 65-13. This company is securing a 








large acreage of pine lands tributary to its mill at 
Winton, where it is sawing some 25,000,000 feet this 
year. 





AMONG THE NORTHERN MILLS. 


DututH, MInN., June 4.—The output of white pine 
lumber this year will be very much curtailed because 
of the low water in northern driving streams. Millions 
of feet of logs are hung up and will not reach the mills 
this year, and mills all over northern Wisconsin and 
Minnesota are shut down for lack of logs. In times 
past much has been said about logs being hung up early 
in the season, but later on they came down. Some are 
disposed to treat the reports of hung up logs, this 
year, in the same light, but it should be understood that 
the situation is now different. Logging each winter is 
now being done further back from the main streams 
on the smaller tributaries on which are harder to 
drive. The main river drives usually come down during 
the season, but when the water goes out of the small 
streams in the spring, they are seldom raised sufficiently 
to bring down logs thereafter. Even should many drives 
come down that are not now expected, the delay caused 
to northern mills during the last few weeks means a 
great reduction in the aggregate amount of lumber that 
will be sawed this season. At this writing there are 
twenty-one large saw mills in Minnesota alone idle for 
lack of logs, and some of them have been shut down for 
weeks. Some will of course start up soon, but there is a 
reduction in the cut just the same. 

Duluth lumber manufacturers and in fact those in 
the Duluth-Superior-Ashland district, are very firm 
in regard to prices. At their recent meeting the situa- 
tion was carefully canvassed and it was found that the 
amount of lumber unsold that will be available this 
season will be much less than usual; they can see no 
reason for any weakening and they do not prapose to 
weaken, they say. The eastern demand has been light 
but lately there has been noticed some improvement. 
An eastern wholesaler here last week made some good 
sized purchases for his trade, which he says is very 
satisfactory this spring so far. As soon as stocks in the 
east begin to get low, which may yet be some weeks in 
the future, there must be an influx of buyers in this 
market, and with the season so far advanced, if the east- 
ern demand amounts to anything at all, there is bound 
to be a rush of shipments in the fall when lake carriers 
are busy carrying grain and ore, and it now looks as if 
it would be a question then if it will be possible to move 
the lumber required. One thing scems to be certain and 
that is that eastern wholesalers who are waiting for 
lower cargo rates may be disappointed. The tendency 
of freights later in the season will be higher instead of 
lower. Should it be possible to buy cheaper then the 
difference will be made up in higher cargo rates, so 
manufacturers here ‘assert; therefore they cannot see 
what can be gained by waiting. 





WISCONSIN VALLEY NOTES. 


Merritt, Wis., June 5.—The low water caused by the 
exceedingly dry weather has well nigh produced a log 
famine is some places, and although rains have prevailed 
in favored spots the situation is far from relieved as 
yet. If the condition keeps up much longer, it must 
have the effect of a heavy curtailment of the lumber 
cut of the season, 

The drives on the upper streams are stranded. That 
on the Tomahawk is hung up above the rapids, and 
the main river drive is progressing slowly. 

The John Week Lumber Company, of Stevens Point, 
was forced to abandon its drive of 4,000,000 feet on Rib 
river. 

If a low stage of water continues to prevail, causing 
a large number of saw mills to close down, it will throw 
a large number of men out of employment, and affect 
the wages of the employed correspondingly. 

James McCrossen, Walter Alexander and E. A. Foster, 
of Wausau, and J. C. Curran, of Rhinelander, are inter- 
ested in the Wausau & Everett Improvement Company, 
and own much valuable real estate in the state of 
Washington, among which is 100,000,000 feet of stand- 
ing timber. Mr. McCrossen has just returned from 
Everett, where he has superintended the erection of six 
buildings. 

The little town of Edgar, Wis., is getting well to the 
front, and the large saw mill of the Quaw Lumber 
Company and Manson & Gamble are doing much to help 
the town along. 

Emil Thomas, of Merrill, is clearing ground to build 
a mill on the Prairie river, a mile below Bloomville, 
and twelve miles northeast of Merrill. He is going to 
erect a band mill with a capacity of 35,000 feet a day 
to saw pine, hemlock and hardwood. J. E, Lambert, 
for years in the office of the T. B. Scott Lumber Com- 
pany, at Merrill, has charge of Mr. Thomas’ office at 
Merrill. Mr. Thomas has been logging and lumbering 
in the valley for the past twelve years, putting in con- 
siderable timber for the Milwaukee road. The lumber 
will be hauled to the railroad at Merrill. It is ex- 
pected the mill will be ready for sawing by October 1. 

Rudolph Weidauer, for several years associated with 
the A. H. Stange Company, and previous to that with 
the H. W. Wright Lumber Company, of Merrill, and 
at one time engaged in the sash and door manufacturing 
business for himself at Merrill, left last Saturday with 
his family for Everett, Wash., where he will engage 
in the lumber business and reside in the future. Mr. 
Weidauer has many friends among the lumbermen 





throughout the Wisconsin valley who regret his leaving 
his old haunts, but who wish him success in the west. 

It is within the possibilities that Walter Alexander, 
of the Alexander Stewart Lumber Company, Wausau, 
may go to Europe for a short pleasure trip after the 
national republican convention at Philadelphia is over, 
to which he and B. W. Davis, of the John R. Davis 
Lumber Company, Phillips, Wis., go as delegates from 
the ninth Wisconsin district. 

W. C. Mansfield, in charge of the northern business 
and wholesale hardwood lumber yard of Sanford & 
Treadway, at Menominee, Mich., spent a few days the 
first of the week at Wausau and Marshfield looking for 
hardwood lumber. 


ON CHEQUAMEGON BAY. 


_ ASHLAND, Wis., June 5.—May was the banner month 
in the entire history of lumber shipments from Ash- 
land. More lumber left the mills of this city than 
during any previous month. This is a remarkable show- 
ing in the face of the fact that it was predicted early 
this year that freight rates would be so high as to seri- 
ously handicap the movement of lumber to lower lake 
ports. This large movement of lumber has also cleared 
up the docks of the manufacturers at this point nicely, so 
that they are not grumbling about lack of dock room, as 
has been the case at this time of the year, in previous 
seasons. 

W. H. Gilbert reports business good and says that the 
parties to whom he sold his output are covering him 
with orders for special bills in Norway and white pine. 
Special bill men seem to be right in line this year. Mr. 
Gilbert is now filling an order for 1,000,000 feet of special 
bills in white pine. He is one of the fortunate ones who 
who are receiving their stocks of logs by rail. His rail- 
road camps will produce a full stock of logs for him this 
season. 

John O’Brien, J. W. Embree, M. F. Rittenhouse and 
C.F.Thompson, all prominent Chicago lumbermen, spent 
a few days recently at a clubhouse on the Lac Court 
d’Oreilles Indian reservation, where they fished the 
waters of one of the finest Jakes in Wisconsin. Several 
Ashland lumbermen, who are interested in the clubhouse 
there, were also in the party. Among them were Judge 
Cochran, Colonel J. H. Knight, L. K. Baker, W. R. 
Durfee and D. W. Mowatt. 

E. Edgar, Walter Alexander and J. Mortenson, mem- 
bers of the Alexander-Kdgar Lumber Company, arrived 
in Ashland this morning. The party left today for Iron 
River, where they will look over the ruins of the Alex- 
ander-Edgar mill, which was burned at that place last 
Wednesday, with a view of rebuilding. 

Shipments for the week ending June 5 have been 
rather light, in comparison with every week in the month 
of May. They are as follows: 

Str. Santa Maria, Edward Hines Lumber Company 





to OUR, CRIED. 60 on dcccaccddeducésxehaeeel 950,000 
Str. John Spry, Davis & Comstock to Hurd & Co. 
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Schr. Wayne, Edward Hines Lumber Company to 
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Schr. Shawnee, Wilson & Dudgeon and A. KE. Wil- 
son & Co., to J. N. Hale & Co., and Ralph Gray 
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Str. Tempest, J. H. Madden to Silverthorne & Co., 
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Schr. Boscobel, Savage Bros. to Walworth & Neville, 
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The Ashland Lumber Company has decided to curtail 
its cut. This company does all summer logging and 
has closed down one camp with a capacity of 100,000 
feet of logs a day. The company considers that stump- 
age is too valuable to manipulate it without an assured 
profit. This is no “dry weather” curtailment, but 
actual. President Latimer stated today that he does 
not care to have an oversupply of lumber to be unloaded 
at the “other man’s figures.” 

Capt. Doherty blew up the Nebagamon Lumber Com- 
pany dams Monday night at 12 o’clock to give water for 
the Brule. The Nebagamon dams had taken water 
from the source of the Brule, but Capt. Doherty now 
has the natural flow of the river, which helps the log 
owners materially in their drive. Tuesday Capt. Do- 
herty met Manager Weyerhdeuser, of the Nebagamon 
Lumber Company, and arranged matters satisfactorily 
for the future use of dams. One hundred pounds of 
dynamite were used in blowing up the dams Monday 
night, and Capt. Doherty says the noise could have 
been heard in Chicago. 

The John O’Brien Lumber Company will curtail 
its lumber output for the season 20,000,000 feet. This 
is the amount the company was planning to log this 
summer, but has recently given up the idea. 

The tug John B. Owen brought in another monster 


‘ raft of 4,000,000 feet of logs from the north shore for 


the Knight & Vilas mill last evening. 





BLACK RIVER NEWS. 


La Crosse, Wis., June 5.—The low water in the 
Mississippi and side streams still continues. The gage 
this morning marks 2 feet 8 inches and still falling. 
Unless we have rain soon nayigation about here will 
practically be at an end for a time. 

Reports from the Dakotas and western Minnesota, 
where most of the lumber from here is marketed, indi- 
cate that they have had showers within the past. few 
days which insures a fair crop and with the present 
outlook the yield will be large, particularly in small 
grain. There seems to be but little demand for lumber 
now. The mills about here are closing down and within 
a few weeks there will not be a saw mill running in 
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this locality, unless conditions change materially in 
the near future. 

Capt. W. A. Thompson, who has charge of the gov- 
ernment work in this locality, commenced yesterday on 
the levee in front of the city. It is expected when this 
work is completed that the channel in front of the 
city will be cleaned out and made permanent. 

Frank G. Tiffany, of the Gile estate, who has been 
spending several weeks in the east, accompanied by his 
family, returned home yesterday. 

Capt. P. S. Davidson, now of Portland, Ore., who has 
been spending a couple of weeks in and about the city, 
left for the west yesterday He reports his new mill 
working nicely. He is quite anxious that some of our 
lumbermen go west and locate, as he thinks that it 
is the coming country. 

D. A. Kendall, of the Sawyer & Austin Lumber Com- 
pany, of Pine Bluff, Ark., is in the city on business. 
He now makes his headquarters at Kansas City, where 
he will handle the product of the mill. He leaves for 
the south this evening. 

Keizer Bros., of Muscatine, Ia., have recently pur- 
chased the Chippewa logs of the Sawyer & Austin Lum- 
ber Company. They will have them sawed here at the 
MeDonald mill and will send the lumber to their box 
factory down the river. 

A. W. Pettibone, who formerly lived in thi city in 
the early days and who moved with his family to Han- 
nibal Mo., during war times, where he, in company with 
G. C. Dixon and Niran Withee, built the saw mill 
there which is now operated by the Hannibal Saw Mill 
Company, and of which he was the head for more than 
twenty years until he removed to La Crosse in the early 
’80’s, has purchased the island opposite the city, com- 
monly known as Barron’s island. It contains about 
125 acres which is well wooded and is in every repect 
suitable for park purposes. On the north and east of 
it the Mississippi flows and on the west of it is what is 
known as the west channel, so it is practically sur- 
rounded by flowing water the entire season, and is one 
of the most beautiful spots to be found anywhere along 
the Mississippi. It is his intention to raise the ground 
in places where it is needed to be above the high water 
mark, and level it off generally, clean out the under- 
brush and make beautiful drives, lanes and _ lakes 
throughout the entire tract. It is expected that it 
will require several years to accomplish all this but 
when completed it will be a valuable as well as an 
attractive addition to the city. It is understood that 
he expects to have all this work done under his im- 
mediate supervision and when completed he expects to 
donate it to the city. This entitles him to the thanks 
of the entire community. It is certainly a generous act 
and it is to be hoped that his example will be followed 
by others. 

The Forster Lumber Company put in a big stock of 
logs and cedar products on Washington island the past 
winter. The company owns 2,000 acres of land on the 
island. Two million feet of logs were put in, 9,000 poles, 
221,000 posts and a large amount of cordwood. The 
poles and posts have been sold to Chicago parties, the 
cordwood will be shipped to Milwaukee and the logs wili 
be towed to Menominee and sawed. Washington island 
p at the head of Green bay, near the Door. 

Underwood, McPherson & Hall, lumber dealers, have 
opened a new lumber yard in Menominee on the old 
Ludington, Wells & Van Schaick site. ‘The head of the 
firm is J. P. Underwood, of Chicago. 

The little schooner Jennie Weaver loaded a partial 
cargo of red oak lumber at the Sawyer-Goodman dock 
last week. It was the first cargo of the kind ever 
shipped from here. 

The Davidson mill site here was sold last week by 
W. H. Laird, of Winona, Minn., to Albert Hirsheimer, 
of this city. 1t contains three blocks of grounu. Consid- 
eration $4,000. It is supposed that it is to be used 
for manufacturing purposes 

J. W. Sones, who recently returned from the coast, 
is getting ready to move to Portland, Ore., the first of 
next wouth, where he and his family will reside. He 
is interested in logging on the Hood river, 

‘Lhe C. H. Nichois Lumber Company has purchased of 
the Sawyer & Austin Lumber Company the balance of the 
latter's standing timber on Upper Biack river, amount- 
ing to about 1,500,000 feet» Jt will be cut next winter. 





/; ON THE MENO/UNEE. 

MARINETTE, WIs., June 7.—Outside of a few small: 
dickers there have been no sales in the local market for 
several weeks past. ‘he prime reason for this is because 
80 percent of the stock oi the Marinette and Menominee 
milis has been contracted tor and owners here are not 
anxious about the smal! surplus. As a consequence 
prices have held firm here, perhaps firmer than in any 
other market. Logs are also coming slowly and there is 
plenty of piling room. 

Hugh McLean and William Betts, of Buffalo, were the 
only buyers here this week. Mr. Betts was looking after 
shipments and Mr. McLean was not making any pur- 
chases, In the hardwood market there have been a few 
small sales, but nothing of consequence. 

The dry lumber on local docks is practically all gone. 
The steamer Baldwin and barges are expected from the 
east this week and will take about the last of it. Ship- 
ments for ten days past have been light and it will be 
some time before the river front is as busy as it was in: 
the early part of the season. Vesselmen are now looking 
for loads instead of the shippers looking for bottoms.. 
The rate from here to Buffalo is now 14 shillings. Most. 
of the vessels in the Chicago trade are under charter for 
the season, so that there has been no Chicago rate, 
strictly speaking, this season. 

Isaac Stephenson recently purchased the outside inter- 


ests in the steamer I, Watson Stephenson, and he is now 
sole owner of that craft. He gave a check for $45,000 
to acquire sole ownership of her. ‘Lhe Stephenson is 
under charter to the Hines Lumber Company for the 
season. ‘The price paid for the charter was $12,500. 
Last year the same company chartered her for $4,500 for 
the season, which in a measure shows what a demand 
there was for boats at the opening of the shipping sea- 
son this year. The Stephenson is one of the best steam 
barges of her capacity on the lakes. 

The drives have been coming very slowly this spring. 
In previous years the boom company has figured on 
starting the main river drive the first part of June. As 
yet there is little prospect of starting it this month, 
as the logs in the tributaries are coming slowly. Before 
the last rain it was estimated that about 20 per cent of 
the stock would be hung up this year. This estimate 
has been reduced, but it is probable that there are a good 
many logs now in the smaller streams which will never 
reach local mills this year. Last week work on most all 
the upper drives was suspended and the crews dis. 
charged. A rain several days later encouraged the lum- 
bermen to start the work again, and some progress is 
now being made, but this is being attained only at an 
unusual expense, as new dams are being built and very 
large crews are employed at high wages. 

The Menominee River Lumber Company’s mill started 
running this week. The company has been waiting for 
logs and if they come fast enough it expects to operate 
the mill night and day. All the other mills on the 
river are now in operation. 

The strike of the lumber pilers at the Perley Lowe 
and Sawyer-Goodman yards last week, which threatened 
serious trouble for all the mjll men, has been settled and 
the men have returned to work. Everything is now 
serene, 

August Spies, the Menominee lumberman, and H. P. 
Bird, of Wausaukee, left this week on a European tour. 
They visited President McKinley before sailing and 
secured from him letters which they expect to use abroad. 
Mr. Spies is accompanied by his two daughters. 

Charles O. Goodman, general manager of the Sawyer- 
Goodman Company, left Sunday evening on a western 
trip through Iowa, Nebraska and Missouri, inspecting 
lumber yards in which he is interested. 

The latest report from Fisher, Mich., is to the effect 
that C. H. Worcester & Co. will not rebuild their mill 
at that poimt, but will continue the log and lumber 
business with this city as headquarters. 

The Kirby-Carpenter Company has recently added to 
its pine acreage in Louisiana and it is now said that 
this concern owns 700,000,000 feet in that state. The 
Ludington, Wells & Van Schaick Company also has large 
timber interests in that state and is making preparations 
to install a mill in the south and have it in operation 
before the year is over. 


EASTERN MICHIGAN TRADE, 


Bay Crry ANb Sacinaw, Micu., June 5.—There was a 
heavy rainfall in northeastern Michigan last week, 
which effectually extinguished forest fires and brought 
relief to many people. The fires have been more numer- 
ous and more destructive this season than in many 
years, fully $150,000 worth of property in the aggregate 
having been destroyed. This includes mills, logs and 
cedar, as well as injury to standing pine. 

The situation in lumber has not materially changed. 
Mills are running generally, although but 6,000,000 feet 
of Canadian logs have thus far reached the river and 
these are all for one concern, The Central Lumber Com- 
pany started its mill a weck ago, but some of its logs 
are hung up and about 5,000,000 feet bought in Canada 
will not get over for some time yet. Chas, Merrill & 
Co, are running camps in Gladwin county, employing 
seventy-five men, and the logs are railed to the mill of 
the firm at Saginaw. The Saginaw Lumber & Salt Com- 
pany received its second raft from Little Current, Ont., 
yesterday, containing 3,000,000 feet, and the mill of the 
company will be operated day and night during the 
summer months. 

The mills at the lower end of the river are in motion 
with one or two exceptions, but there are frequent delays 
for logs, as a number of mills get their logs in by rail 
and hence delay results. 

So far as regards the operation of the mills and the 
wage rate the situation is satisfactory, but the manu- 
facturers are not selling much except in car lots, and 





in this particular the situation differs from last year, - 


when everything was taken from the saw and ahead 
of it. Interested parties in Detroit have for some weeks 
been persistently engaged in the attempt to pound down 
prices, but not much success has thus far attended their 
efforts. While dealers on this river and in eastern Mich- 
igan very generally are carrying fair stocks, the impres- 
sion that the market is glutted is erroneous. Dealers on 
the Saginaw river can take about all the lumber manu- 
factured and then buy 100,000,000 feet in other mar- 
kets and bring here. This, too, with the season output 
here at over 200,000,000 feet. 

The shipments from the river this season are hardly 
worth considering. Not a foot of lumber was shipped 
during May from the Saginaw end of the river by water, 
the railroads handling all the business there, and only 
1,485,000 feet went from Bay City. In April there was 
shipped 2,603,000 feet, making the total shipments to 
June | only 4,088,000 feet. During May there came to 
the river 9,803,222 feet of lumber and in April 2,195,000, 
making the receipts up to June 1 11,998,222 feet. The 
rail shipments are smaller than last year, as the sales 
are less by 30 percent. 

The logs are moving slowly in Georgian bay, owing 
to low water. Reports indicate that nearly all of the 


——— 


mills in that district are running. The Charltons 
handled this spring from the Spanish river, Wah- 
napetie and White Fish 32,000,000 feet, Pitts & 
Charlton from the White Fish 12,000,000 feet, 
the Saginaw Lumber & Salt Company from the 
White Fish 15,000,000 feet; Thomas Pitts from 
the Spanish 12,000,000 feet; John Waldie, Victoria 
Harbor Lumber Company, from the Spanish and French, 
30,000,000 feet, and the Georgian Bay Lumber Company 
from the French and Wahnapetie 35,000,000 feet. Pitts 
& Co. will bring over 8,000,000 feet bought from John 
Booth, which come out of Lake Nipissing. Playfair & 
Co., at Midland, Ont., are cutting on the 20,000,000 feet 
which W. B. Mershon & Co., of Saginaw, bought of the 
Arthur Hill Company last winter. 

W. B. Mershon left today for Quebec on a fishing 
expedition. One of the rivers in that province is the 
object of an annual pilgrimage and his luck in enticing 
the finny beauties is as proverbial as his business suc- 
cess. The Mershon concern is having a good business 
in the machinery department and ‘the box business has 
also been fairly good. 

Bliss & Van Auken are selling lumber right along, 
although their trade in volume is hardly up to last year, 
Their new maple flooring factory, which will be one 
of the most complete establishments of the kind in the 
world, the machinery being of the latest pattern, will 
be finished about July 1. This firm received five cargoes 
of lumber last week and two yesterday from Ashland 
and West Superior. 

William Schuette & Co. are doing a steady and satis- 
factory business. It is expected that in volume it will 
nearly equal last year. The planing mill is being oper- 
ated with a full crew. 

W. D. Young & Co. are aparently not suffering from 
the slight dullness experienced in some branches of the 
lumber business, their factory being operated steadily 
and orders being free. 

The late David Ward left no public bequests, his large 
estate being left to his heirs. Just how much it will 
pan out is not known, but the lowest estimate places 
it at $15,000,000. His lumbering operations near Fred- 
eric will doubtless be continued by his executors. He 
has been lumbering all winter in that locality. 

Hon. W. R. Burt, the principal stockholder in the 
Burt & Brabb Lumber Company, at Ford, Ky., says 
that the mill is not running now, the company having 
failed to get down logs in the early spring. ‘The mill 
cut out all of the logs on hand, some 4,000,000 or 
5,000,000 feet, and there was nothing else to do but 
shut down, The company maintains an office in Lon- 
don and the bulk of the output has been exported. Mr. 
Burt is very likely to be the unanimous nominee of 
the democratic party for representative in congress from 
the eighth district of Michigan. It is understood he 
could have his party’s nomination for governor if he 
would signify his willingness to accept, but he does 
not care to make the canvass. With the congressional 
matter the conditions are different, as there are only 
four counties in the district, the majority is close and 
the canvass comparatively an easy matter. 

The Detroit & Mackinaw railroad company is ex- 
tending its Cleveland branch ten miles south of Tower 
in order to handle a large quantity of timber through 
which the road will run. 

George D. Jackson, the popular lumber shipper at 
Bay City, is being mentioned as a likely candidate for 
congress in the tenth district on the democratic ticket. 
It is doubtful, however, if he would consider the matter 
of a nomination, as he is a very busy man and says he 
has no time to devote to politics. However, he indorses 
the position of Gen. Alger on the lumber tariff in so 
far as it affects the industry in eastern Michigan. 
The writer has been informed that with the election 
out of the way an effort is to be made at the next - 
session of congress to secure such changes in the tariff 
schedule on lumber as will afford Michigan owners of 
saw mills and Canadian timber the relief sought. Some 
of them are unable to get their logs manufactured, as 
the milling capacity in the Georgian bay district is 
far short of the stock of logs cut, and those who can 
get their logs cut are forced to pay a $3.75 to $4 saw 
bill, and they protest against being held up in this way. 

A. R. Littlefield, of Cheboygan, who lost his camp 
outfit and 3,000 pieces of cedar two weeks ago, involv- 
ing a loss of $3,000, is rebuilding his camps and will 
resume operations as soon as possible, 

William Bates, of Lupton, is rebuilding his small saw 
mill that was destroyed by fire three weeks ago. He 
has quite an extensive sawing contract. 

The Bliss mill at Carrollton has not turned a wheel 
this season. Col. Bliss has some logs for the mill, but 
not enough to keep it running steadily as yet. The 
C. K. Eddy mill is also idle. 

Lumber is being shipped from Georgian bay to Chi- 
cago, 

A. J. Beardsley has sold his mill plant at Thumb 
Lake to A. Fred Hayes, the reported consideration being 
$10,000. Mr. Beardsley retains the plant until Sep- 
tember 1, and will manufacture the logs now in the mill 
yard. The cut for the summer is estimated at about 
2,000,000 feet. 

PPA OI 

The annexation of Hawaii has given a remarkable 
commercial impetus to Honolulu, and during December, 
1899, the imports were the largest of any month 
recorded to that time. The revenues from 1899 imports 
were $400,000 in excess of those for 1898. The lumber 
trade shared in the general prosperity, the imports for 
1899 being valued at $630,898, or $294,368 more than 
for 1898. The islands export no lumber. 
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ON THE PACIFIC COAST. 





Enjoyable Trip to a New California Mill Plant—Increased Exports at San Francisco —Resumption 
of Manufacture at Red Cedar Shingle Mills— Demand for Timber Lands 
—Excellent Foreign Trade on Puget Sound. 





IN THE REDWOOD AND SUGAR PINE DISTRICT. 


San Francisco, Cau., June 6.—There is a new and 
improving element entering the lumber manufacturing 
circles of this state and its influence is already being 
felt from the northern to the southern lines. It is none 
other than progression. By progression in the lumber 
trade is meant the infusion of new blood and modern 
business and manufacturing ideas. The old methods of 
the past ten years are being discarded and replaced by 
up-to-date plans of procedure, which by competition 
cause the older methods to be pushed into the back- 
ground, and with the methods are also pushed the older 
manufacturers. The stimulus which causes these re- 
marks was received last week by a trip of inspection to 
the new mill and logging camps of the West Side 
Flume & Lumber Company, at Carters, Cal. This com- 
pany, with exceeding generosity, placed a special train 
of four Pullmans, a dining car and a composite library 
and smoking car, at the disposal of its invited guests to 
the number of fifty, who one and all were a unit in their 
appreciation of the courtesies shown them by the man- 
agement of the new company. 

The party was gone three days and those who com- 
posed it were the guests of Manager Bliss and the 
other directors, who spared no efforts toward making 
the trip one ever to be remembered. The guests of the 
company included many of the well known lumbermen 
of the coast, including Captain Nelson, of the Pacific 
Lumber Company; 8. KE, Slade, of the 8. E. Slade Lum- 
ber Company; O. C. Haslett, of the Truckee Lumber 
Company; D. H. Bender, of the Pacific Lumber Com- 
pany; J. J. McIntyre, of the Union Lumber Company, 
and H. C. Chesebrough, of the Tacoma Mill Company, 
all of this city, while many of the well known machinery 
men were also among the invited guests. ; 

The mill is modern in every particular, and what is 
most commendable is the fact that there is ample room 
for the complete operation of every tool in the mill 
from the large band saw to the edger. This has been 
the fault of every late mill constructed on this coast— 
the scarcity of working space—but the Carters people 
have overcome all such objections and today have one 
of the most perfect mills in the country. For this 
perfection great credit must be given to Superintendent 
J. W. Barrett and to John D. Ely, whose Stearns ma- 
chinery and other lines constitute the major portion of 
the large plant. The forest possibilities are about 
1,300,000,000 feet of standing sugar and yellow pine, 
while the mill today has a capacity of 125,000 feet a 
day, so that one can recognize the enormous extent of 
the timber holdings and the future possibilities of the 
company’s mill. ‘ 

There is a railroad owned by the company extending 
fourteen miles to Nashville, the center of the logging 
operations, which is one of the great scenic routes of 
the world. ‘The scenery of mountain torrents, deep 
canons, lofty monarchs of the forest and startling 
railroad grades and curves made an impression on your 
correspondent which will never be effaced. Future log- 
ging operations will no doubt see the road pushed 
almost into the Yosemite valley, which is now but forty 
miles distant from the present terminus. On every 
side is seen indomitable energy and modern business 
methods, and the success of the company is assured. 

The officers of the West Side Flume & Lumber Com- 
pany are Henry J. Crocker, president; Wellington 
Gregg, vice-president; Charles Gardner, secretary and 
treasurer; William N. Crocker and T. 8, Bullock being 
the other directors, while C. D. Bliss is manager, with 
offices in the Crocker building in this city. 

The general tone of the lumber business of this coast 
is about as it was at the last writing. The redwood 
manufacturers are still in the depths of despair and 
easily realize that their own efforts alone will rescue 
them. They cannot seem to settle on any definite plan 
of action, but some scheme will be evolved soon which 
will accomplish the desired result. Pine, spruce and 
fir hold their old stations and the export demands con- 
tinue as heavy as before. Redwood shingles are going 
east with their old speed if not a little more rapidly, 
and 1900 will be a year of extremely heavy eastern 
shipments, 

The shipments of lumber from this customs district 
for April were as follows: 





April, Jan. 1 to May 1, 
To feet. feet. 

MEU acc dde neva dceasecs 115,000 4,142,000 
OP eee ea ore 10,000 
Central America... .......- 115,000 825,000 
errr 593,000 1,065,000 
Hawaiian islands........... 133,000 828,000 
Society islands... ...2ccccse 115,000 402,000 
South Sea islands.......... 25,000 76,000 
COMETS cdicecinatecackc «kepens 50,000 
PO TON ds Gadres éctusee és 26,000 39,000 

Rs sp veh s ace ee 1,122,000 6,982,000 
A See eee ee 1,930,000 7,219,000 


The figures for 1899 include dunnage shipments, 
Which subtracted make this year’s shipments heavier 
by about 1,000,000 feet for the year so far. June prom- 
1ses to be a heavier month and a new record will be 
established. 

The Boulder Creek Lumber Company, at Boulder 

Creek, is about to retire from the retail business and 


its yards will be operated by the Loma Prieta Lumber 
Company. 

The saw mill at Rollin owned by R. L. Fagunds is 
running steadily cutting timber for the mines in this 
vicinity. The season’s cut will exceed its record of 
1899, and the locality is enjoying one of the best years 
in its history. 

The Brookings Lumber Company has closed down its 
box factory at Eastbourne for a short time in order to 
make some necessary additions to the plant and other 
improvements and repairs. Its capacity will be greatly 
increased by these alterations and a large cut is ex- 
pected this season. 

The Sonoma Lumber Company is making a record this 
season at its mill near Guerneville and the orders are 
coming in with great frequency. 





TACOMA TOPICS, 


Tacoma, WasuH., May 31.—Occasionally a week goes 
by without much being evolved of interest to lumber- 
men, and this week has been one of that character. 
The weather is all that could be desired for logging and 
lumbering. The time for which the shingle mills were 
to close down will expire June 4. The mills are making 
preparations to start up on that date, though it is con- 
ceded by those best posted that it would be well to con- 
tinue the shutdown for some time. The demand for 
shingles is light and why it is so is a mooted question. 

T. G. Hatheway, who has just returned from a trip 
to points as far east as Minneapolis, reports fair sales 
for the company of which he is prestdent, namely, the 
Bucoda Lumber Company, of Bucoda, Wash. He thinks, 
however, that the conditions are not promising. 

The mills report that the demand for yard stock is 
falling off, but keeping up well in specialties and tim- 
bers. 

The foreign and domestic cargo trade is good, with a 
call for all the lumber that ships can be had to load. 

The British Columbia mills make most favorable 
reports of trade conditions in that province. The mills 
are all running full time and some over. Several good 
sized cargoes have gone from there this year to the Eng- 
lish market. 

At Portland, Ore., the reports are that the lumber 
trade is less rampant than it has been. 

EE. K. Wood, of San Francisco, will probably buy 
the saw mill at Whatcom, Wash., known as the Belling- 
ham bay mill. The mill has been idle for a number of 
years. He will spend considerable money on it, putting 
in new machinery, and when completed it will be a first 
class mill. Mr. Wood is the principal owner of the 
E. K, Wood Lumber Company at Hoquiam, Wash., and 
is a successful lumberman, with a penchant for the cargo 
trade. 

A. W. Mackie, of Oswego, Kan., has settled in Tacoma, 
and will represent the Antrim Lumber Company, of 
Kansas City, Mo. The concern may decide to go into 
manufacturing later. 





OREGON LUMBER NEWS. 


PorTLAND ORE., June 2.—Pacifie coast mill owners 
are awaiting the close of the South African scrap with 
considerable interest. They not only expect a renewal 
of the export lumber trade which was just getting well 
under way with that country when the war broke out, 
but. they also look for a benefit through lower ocean 
freights. The war pressed into service a large amount 
of steam tonnage, and this scarcity of tonnage has 
forced lumber freight from the coast up to extravagant 
figures. The German ship Nymphe was chartered yes- 
terday to load lumber for the United Kingdom at a 
British Columbia or Puget sound port, to which she is 
to be ordered from Japan, at 88s 9d ($21.30) a thousand. 
A smaller carrier is reported fixed last week at 90 
shillings for the same voyage but, size considered, the 
Nymphe’s rate is said to be the highest paid for many 
years. ; 

Articles of incorporation were filed in the office of the 
secretary of state at Salem yesterday by the Doern- 
becher Manufacturing Company. The object, as set 
forth by the articles, is the manufacture, purchase and 
sale of furniture, lumber, timber lands, etce., and the 
construction of sawmills and other appurtenances. The 
capital stock is $100,000, and the incorporators are 
F. 8. Doernbecher, J. Frank Watson, M. L. Holbrook, 
M. Doernbecher and M. W. Holbrook. The principal 
office of the company is in Portland and their factory, 
which is now nearing c8mpletion, is on the line of the 
Oregon Railway & Navigation Company, about five 
miles ouf of Portland. 

Another set of incorporation articles were filed the 
same day by E. W. Strong, Neil Newhouse and Samuel 
Whiteside, of Corvallis, Ore., under the name Corvallis 
Oak Mill & Manufacturing Company, the objects of the 
corporation being to conduct a general hardwood manu- 
facturing business. 

The Spaulding Logging Company, of Newberg, Ore., 


has been making extensive purchases of white fir tim- . 


ber in the vicinity of Falls City and along the Luckia- 
mute river. 


The Skamania Boom Company began laying the rails 
Thursday for a logging railroad running back into the 
country from the mouth of Wind river, Washington. 
It will be used in bringing out logs for the company’s 
mill now in course of construction on the Oregon side 
of the Columbia near Cascade locks. 

J. C. Huguley, of San Jose, Cal., has purchased the 
shingle mill and broom handle factory at Coquille City, 
Ore. The plant was owned by the J. A. Lyons estate, 
and has been closed down for several months. Mr. 
Hugueley will give it an extensive overhauling, and will 
have it ready for operation early in June. 

The loggers of the lower Columbia river are forming 
an association similar to the one now in existence on 
Puget sound, the object being to regulate the price by 


-limiting the output when necessary. A meeting will be 


held in a few days for perfecting the organization and 
electing officers. 

Wright & Wade and St. John Bros. are both build- 
ing small saw mills at Dry Creek, near La Grande, Ore. 

De Wolf & Turney, a Michigan timber firm, has 
recently through their cruiser, R. A. Irwin, placed scrip 
on a large amount of timber land near Lake Creek, 
Ore. 

PorRTLAND, OrE., June 4.—The big iron steamship 
Inverness is loading for the orient at Inman, Poulsen 
& Co.’s mill. She will carry about 2,000,000 feet. 

Fraser & Chalmers, of Chicago, have placed an order 
here for the lumber for a large smelter to be erected on 
the west coast of South America by a French company. 
The building will be framed here under the supervision 
of their expert, W. H. Bradley, then shipped by rail to 
San Francisco, and reshipped by steamers to point of 
destination, 

The price of timber lands has advanced 50 percent 
during the last six months. So says a buyer who has 
been securing timber along the Sautearn and Calapooia 
rivers, with a view of putting a manufacturing plant 
at Albany, Ore. He has found it difficult to obtain large 
bodies, as most of those tracts have passed into the 
hands of eastern investors within a year, and the North- 
ern Pacific railroad has also absorbed a large amount 
with forest reserve scrip. : 

The Chicago & Northwestern railroad has placed 
orders this year on the coast for 1,000,000 feet of bridge 
timbers and 250,000 ties, and the Chicago, Burlington 
& Quincy for 2,000,000 feet of timbers. 

The June high water in the Columbia river has spent 
its force and the river is falling. 

High rates on lumber sailing vessels have brought 
steam vessels into use. Two big iron turret steamships 
are now loading here and another is due in a day or 
two. The three will carry 7,000,000 to 8,000,000 feet 
of lumber from this port. Two steamers of large capac- 
ity have just left the sound for the orient with lumber. 

The barkentine Gardiner City finished loading last 
Saturday at North Bend, Ore., and left for Vallejo, Cal., 
with 44,000 lineal feet of piling on board, which will 
bring her owners $3,300 in freight money for the trip. 





A QUARANTINE TIE-UP THREATENED. 


HumpBorpt, Cat. May 31.—Quarantine Officer Harris, 
U. 8. N., has received telegraphic instructions to quar- 
antine all vessels arriving from San Francisco, and it 
is understood that this order is general along the coast. 
This, of course, will mean a ten days’ delay on the part 
of vessels arriving from San Francisco seeking lumber, 
and will cause a great deal of confusion in the lumber 
trade hereabout, which has been quite brisk up to this 
time, ; 





PACIFIC COAST NOTES. 


The Page Lumber Company, of Buckley, Wash., is send- 
ing out sample pieces of an overgrown red cedar tree. 
The fallen tree, that company writes, has 350 rings, and 
the tree growing over it has 750 rings. The samples 
are perfectly sound after all these years—a marvelous 
testimony of the durability of Washington red cedar. 

The West Coast Shingle Weavers’ Union has been 
organized at Ballard, Wash. 

A raft of logs of 14,000,000 feet is being built at 
Seattle to be towed across the Pacific to Japan. 

The Phoenix Saw Mill Company, Spokane, Wash., 
having been refused permission by the city council to 
build a corrugated iron sheathed addition to its mill, 
has taken out a permit for a brick addition 50x200 
feet, to cost $6,000. 

All the mills in the vicinity of Centralia, Wash., are 
running to full capacity. 

The Gray’s Harbor Commercial Company, Cosmopolis, 
Wash., is moving its box factory into the new plant, and 
the other new buildings are being rapidly completed. 





AS GOOD AS A YEAR AGO. 


HAnKINSON, N. D., June 4.—My trade as compared 
with a year ago is about the same. It would have been 
considerably larger had not the price of lumber ad- 
vanced as much as it did. ‘There are a number of 
farmers who had intended to build, but who have put 
it off on account of the advanced prices of lumber. 

Crops in this section have been rather retarded for 
the want of rain. If we get rain shortly the prospect 
is that we will have a fair crop. The demand in town 
is a little stronger than it was a year ago, reflecting 
the condition of the country generally. The wholesale 
price of lumber seems to hold up to the list price, and 
I do not note any great weakness. JOHN R. JONES. 
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THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT. 


New York, June 4.—‘People here begin to realize 
that the prices asked for lumber are only fair and that 
there is little chance of their getting any lower than 
they are. The result is that they are ordering a little 
more freely and you will soon see that building will 
begin to get lively as well.” 

This is the roseate view of one of New York’s whole- 
salers who has been circulating among the trade dur- 
ing the past two weeks, and who knows fairly well 
what he is talking about, though in saying it he but 
voices the sentiments of the majority of the dealers. 

In fact, not alone are conditions much better than 
they were a month ago when everybody was “down in the 
dumps,” to talk figuratively, but we seem to be now 
on the threshold of a really good season for the lum- 
ber dealer. The scare about the high prices of building 
materials seems to have been dissipated and the chances 
now are that there will be quite a little building done 
before midsummer. 

Reports from Canada as to the lack of water because 
of which the drives are being hung up have given 
dealers a topic of discussion this week. Both northern 
pine and eastern spruce are found to stiffen up in 
their figures through the inability of the Canadian mills 
to do much cutting and the extreme probability of 
forest fires, 

The yards of the White Plains Lumber Company, 
White Plains, N. Y., were totally destroyed by fire on 
Saturday, June 2. ‘The loss is put at about $20,000 
with an insurance of $11,000. ‘Lhe conceyn will most 
probably not resume. 

Recent visitors to the city included I. F. Miller, of 
W. M. Ritter, Columbus, O.; John J. Kidd, Baltimore, 
Md.; E. V. Babcock, of E. V. Babcock & Co., Pittsburg ; 
L. A. Kelsey, North Tonawanda, N. Y.; N. W. Murphy, 
of the Crescent Lumber Co., Ltd., New Orleans, La.; 
R. H. Vansant, of Vansant, Kitchen & Co., Ashland, 
Ky.; J. Sam Wright, of the Butters Lumber Company, 
Boardman, N. C.; C. G. Freck, Carrier, Pa.; and C. M. 
Caldwell, president of the Flint River Lumber Com- 
pany, Bainbridge, Ga, 

The marriage of Louis Hatzfeld, formerly with Guy 
E, Robinson, to Miss M. G. Bogert will take place in 
this city on Wednesday. 

The Greenbrier River Lumber Company has removed 
its New York oflices from Liberty and West streets to 
No, 32 Broadway. 

E. A. Landon, New York representative of the Chicago 
Lumber & Coal Company, left last week sor Jacksonville, 
Fla., on a business trip. He will be absent for several 
weeks. 


Charters for the Week. 


For steam tonnage from the gulf ports to the United 
Kingdom the owners are asking 117s 6d to 120s for 
June, and 115s to 117s 6d for July, which rates are some- 
what in excess of shippers’ limits, although there is 
considerable inquiry for tonnage. For August loading 
112s 6d to 115s would probably be accepted. Upon time 
boats owners ask 8s 6d to 9s 6d for good modern ton- 
nage for periods of three to six months, bids in most 
instances being 3d to 6d below these figures. 

In general sail tonnage there continues a fair inquiry 
for long voyages with rates well sustained. There are 
continued offerings from the gulf to the River Plate 
with tonnage sparingly offered at $14.25 to about $14.50 
to Buenos Ayres. Coastwise the lumber rates are not 
notably lower, although momentarily in light demand. 

Transatlantic charters for the week were 17, average 
tonnage 1,656; South America 2,926 tons average; West 
Indies 2, 5388 tons average; provincial 1, 334 tons aver- 
age; coastwise 15, 471 tons average. Total, 37 vessels, 
38,487 tons, as against 39 vessels 38,641 tons, for the 
previous week. 





FROM WESTERN NEW YORK. 


Burrao, N. Y., June 6.—There is a standstill in the 
building department of the Pan-American Exposition on 
account of the failure to get southern pine timbers fast 
enough. All sorts of reasons for the situation are given 
and there is much speculation over the outcome. It is 
said, among other things, that the bids were so low that 
the contractors are not trying to make much speed and 
at one time a conference was proposed with a view to 
shifting the contracts to norway or some other cheap, 
available wood, but it is now said that the authorities 
will not listen to the plan. It is not expected that the 
stoppage will last long, but the delay is likely to be more 
or less serious. 

No separate report has been given this week on hem- 
lock, the fact being that nobody really knows how it 
stands. One dealer states that the price has declined a 
dollar, but that is not accepted by the leading producers, 
who are holding to former prices. There are offerings 
of western and northern hemlock, but both cut and qual- 
ity are called inferior to Pennsylvania hemlock and deal- 
ers in the latter refuse to accept prices made from those 
directions. So the mixed condition of things promises 
to remain for some time yet. 


Lake lumber freights continue to go down. The Buf- 
falo shippers’ bureau announces that $2.25 has been 
accepted from Duluth. All lumber carriers are going 
into ore if they can get it. A barge owner states that 
within the past thirty days lumber boats have taken 
ore enough to correspond to 50,000,000 feet of lumber. 
He argues that with the lumber boats that went into ore 
early on account of the high rates, the lumber fleet is now 
so smal] that with any sort of a fall trade there will no: 
begin to be barges enough. On the other hand it is 
feared that the ore will be carried by early fall and that 
the barges will be thrown back into lumber and keep the 
rates down. 

In spite of the complaint that but little lumber is 
coming in by lake, the amount to June 1 is reported at 
22,835,000 feet, as against 22,829,000 feet to the same 
date last season; shingles amount to 16,500,000, as 
against 11,100,000 to date last season. 

The H, M. Loud’s Sons’ Lumber Company is by far the 
most active concern here in lake lumber receipts, having 
several boats running from its mills at Au Sable. Much 
of the stuff is heavy timber for breakwater work. 

L, P. Graves is at the Holland & Emery Company’s 
mills at Byng Inlet, Ont., looking after the saw mills. 
The operations there are apparently very satisfactory. 

Reports from the mills of F. H. & C. W. Goodyear at 
Austin, Pa., are that shipments are light at present, but 
that the firm is confident of the future and will pile large 
amounts of stock this summer. Not being dependent on 
freshets that never come, the business goes on steadily 
all the year, 

A. J. Elias is off to New York as a delegate to the 
Bryan state convention. 

H. 8. Janes is home from his oak and ash lumber oper- 
ations in Mississippi. He reports the mill running at a 
much better rate than he had expected and is putting 
good lumber on sticks fast now. 

The hardwood firm of R. F. Wilcox & Co. is preparing 
to increase its Buffalo facilities largely. A contract is 
about closed for a large yard in the Tifft Farm district 
and inside of six months it is the intention of having 
5,000,000 feet of miscellaneous hardwood lumber here, A 
contract has lately been closed for the oak ties with a 
mill that turns out 300,000 a year. The firm has offices in 
Connersville, Pa., and Stafford and Charlestown, W. Va., 
and will maintain two here, one as now in Ellicott Square 
and the other at the yard. 





NEW ENGLAND TRADE REVIEW. 


Boston, Mass, June 5.—Dealers report a somewhat 
steadier market as a general rule, albeit a quiet one, 
with little to vary the monotony of the hot weather 
months. New building is scarce, but not altogether 
suspended, and achitects report quite a little inquiry and 
a few more definite contracts for public buildings and 
private houses. Labor is in the main quiet and con- 
tented and earning good wages, and the steady accumu- 
Jation of small bank balances, which always takes place 
during these periods of general employment, coupled with 
the quietness of the speculative builder, must result in 
the near future in‘a need of houses and lumber to build 
them. A general impression prevails in the minds of 
most dealers that it is better to have this halt now than 
later, when the situation would have produced a much 
more serious aspect. New England is well able to stand 
a period of enforced quiet, and the natural result of 
curtailing in the manufacture of lumber is already fol- 
lowing. 

The spruce men took a wise stand at their meeting 
in Bangor, which took“place May 29. Recognizing the 
facts as they exist, the price on cargo stuff was scaled 
down from 50 cents to $1 a thousand on various items. 
A meeting was also held in Boston on May 28, at which 
it was decided to make no change in the existing list, 
but to begin at the other end to adjust the supply and 
demand matter by reducing the supply. Both meetings 
were largely attended, and the determination was evident 
to hold to the present satisfactory level and to curtail 
the output to correspond. 

New England lumbermen are pretty closely bound to- 
gether by the ties of mutual regard which arise from 
generations of dignified and honorable dealing. The 
members of the trade are, therefore, saddened by the 
news of an unusual number of deaths during the week. 
Herbert Mitchell, for some years the head and general 
manager of the firm of Isam Mitchell & Co., Brockton, 
died the early part of the week at his home in Brockton, 
leaving a wife and several children. 

John H. Langmaid, better known as “Henry,” of the 
firm of J. P. Langmaid & Son, of Salem, died very sud- 
denly of penumonia in Paris, while enjoying a trip 
abroad in company with his wife. The funeral was held 
at Salem on June 3. Mr. Langmaid was the son of John 
P. Langmaid, who is still actively engaged in the business 
he built up many years ago, though arrived at an age 
at which most men of necessity drop the cares of busi- 
ness life. The business is one of the typical New Eng- 
land enterprises, going on successfully year after year 
under the same management and name, and handed 


————. 


down from generation to generation. The death of 
Henry Langmaid will be keenly felt by the great num- 
ber of lumbermen who have learned to know him well, 

The lumber business, which has been run under the 
name of the estate of W. S. Blanchard, has been incor. 
porated under the name of the Blanchard Lumber Com. 
pany. This business was started and managed for many 
years by W.S8. Blanchard, whose individual name it bore, 
At his death a year ago it passed into the management 
of his son, Herbert W. Blanchard. As now incorporated 
the company has a capital stock of $75,000, all paid in, 
with H. A. Blanchard president, and Herbert W. Blan- 
chard general manager. From their offices in the Fiske 
building, they handle large quantities of both northern 
and southern lumber, with western pine as a specialty, 

J. W. Farrior, secretary of the W. T. Smith Lumber 
Company, Chapman,.Ala., has been spending a week or 
so in Boston. This company is a large handler of yellow 
pine flooring, ceiling, boards, ete. 





QUAKER CITY TRADE AND PROSPECTS 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa., June 5.—A better feeling is 
noticeable and the week started in well for the gen- 
erality of the trade. There are more inquiries and 
more orders and some promise of belated spring work 
being now put in hand, so that there is quite an 
expectancy for business. May proved an _ indifferent 
month, but June starts in with promise of good things, 
The general trend of opinion is that the fall business 
will be vigorous. The demand from manufacturing 
sources has been slack and a revival is looked for after 
the summer recess. The boxmakers, especially, have 
suffered from the slow movement in various industries, 

David S. Collins, of the David S. Collins Company, 
incorporated, of Yankee Dam, Clay county, W. Va., 
was in the city yesterday and dropped a few remarks 
about the demand for poplar and red and white oak 
that will be read with interest in view of the peculiar 
position which poplar holds today. As a preface to the 
story it may be stated that his company owns ten 
miles of timber land along the Elk river, with mills at 
Big Beechy, Elkhurst, Big Sycamore, Shelton and Birch 
Creek along the line of the Charleston, Clendenning & 
Sutton railroad. Now, in spite of the demand for 
poplar in certain markets, Mr. Collins declares that he 
has not booked an order for poplar for two weeks and 
that he received only two orders during May, although 
he has 200,000 feet of seasoned stock on the sticks and 
the trade knows it. He was in New York yesterday 
and today, and this is what he said he found: “Judg- 
ing from the market reports, all I had to do was to offer 
poplar to have it snapped up, but although I sold 
fifty-four cars of oak, I couldn’t find a purchaser for a 
single stick of poplar and we have 200,000 feet of sea- 
soned stock on the sticks. We are making 80,000 feet 
of poplar a day and piling it up, while we are sold short 
on oak. When I ascertained the New York conditions 
I wrote to the mills telling them to pass the poplar and 
get in the oak. But to think that I couldn’t sell a 
single stick of poplar in New York! I tell you it just 
staggered me.” 

Mr. Collins said he was getting good prices for his 
lumber and that two leading houses in New York and 
Buffalo were talking about putting permanent inspec- 
tors on his land on account of the excellent quality of 
the oak manufactured, 

W. R. Butler, of the Emporium Lumber Company, 
Keating Summit, Pa., whose mills run on cherry, birch, 
ete., expresses confidence in the prospects for fall. He 
spent a short time in the city yesterday calling on 
friends in the trade. 

W. M. McCormick, the extensive operator in hemlock, 
accompanied by his wife, will sail for Europe June 
19 and will visit England, Germany and the Paris 
exposition. ; 

Elias Pohl has sold his retail lumber yard at 2113 
South Eleventh street and business to the sons of J. G. 
Kolb, 

The arrivals of lumber by water during the last seven 
days included the following: The steamers Westover 
and Roanoke, with respectively 300,000 and 225,000 feet 
of pine shipped by the Cummer Company at Jacksonville 
to the William M. Lloyd Company; the schooner Alma 
from St, John, N. B., with a cargo of lath, to Thomas 
B. Hammer; the schooner Etta A. Simpson, with 250,000 
feet of pine from Fernandina, to George F. Craig & Co.; 
the schooner Island City with 275,000 feet of lumber 
from Charleston, N. C., to E. P. Burton & Co.; the 
schooner Standard, with 290,000 feet of pine from Fer- 
nandina, and the schooner Greenleaf Johnson with 309,- 
000 feet of car and building lumber from T, 8S. Wylly 
& Co., Savannah, to the Keystone Yellow Pine Lumber 
Company; the schooner J. B. Carrington, from Norfolk, 
with 64,000 feet of stuff for the Delaware breakwater 
construction works, 67,000 feet of mill stuff for the 
New York Shipbuilding Company, Camden; 50,000 feet 
of creosoted sizes for Armstrong & Printzenhoff, and 
570,000 lath for Edmund A. Souder & Co.; the schooner 
Pendleton Bros., with a cargo of ties from Brunswick 
for Lewis Thompson & Co.; the schooner Rob Roy from 
Savannah with 550,000 feet of re-sawed lumber, mostly 
ties, the latter for the Pennsylvania railroad and the 
deck load for the William M. Lloyd Company, shipped 
by George F. Craig & Co.; the schooner Horatio, from 
New Bedford, with a cargo of box boards for Clayton 
W. Nichols, box manufacturer; the barge E. A, Souder, 
from Petersburg, with 360,000 feet of sap pine for Joseph 
T. Pearson, box manufacturer, and the J. E. Du Bignon, 
from Savannah, with 400,000 feet; the brig Jennie 
Hurlburt, from Darien, with 360,000 feet, and the 
schooner W. J. Lipsett, from Fernandina, with 17,250 
ties to various consignees. 
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SMOKY CITY TRADE NOTES. 


PrrrspurG, Pa., June 5.—Trade in the lumber busi- 
ness in this section has seen no change during the 
past week excepting in the demand, which has fallen 
off. ‘This can be explained by the fact that the buyers 
are holding off with their stock purchases, expecting a 
fall in the price of certain grades. 

The local hemlock market is not encouraging at the 
present time, but the wholesalers have agreed to make 
no reductions for the present. The mills are all busy 
piling up their stocks, which had been greatly depleted 
during the rush of the past months. 

Several large jobbers report that May has been the 
best month they have had since they were in business, 
put feel rather doubtful of the showing that June will 
make. 

The general opinion of the large manufacturers has 
been that there is very little ready lumber available 
for the market. A few sales have been made at a 
slight reduction, but the retailers would not buy as 
they expect a further reduction to justify them in buy- 
ing. It is firmly believed that in the near future prices 
will ease off a little, followed by a rush of buying 
as soon as prices show a tendency to stiffen up. The 
yellow pine market is overstocked and prices have fal- 
len. Lath and shingles remain the same as last week. 
Red cedar shingles are stationary, owing to the closing 
of the mills, which are trying to effect an advance. 

A. M. Turner, of the American Lumber & Manufac- 
turing Company, has gone on an extended business 
and pleasure trip into the lumber regions of Canada. 

Mr. Hollwell, formerly with the Nicola Bros Com- 
pany, will henceforth look after the interests of Flint, 
Erving & Lindsay, down the Ohio river valley. 

C. Wells, formerly of Indianapolis, has been engaged 
by Flint, Erving & Lindsay to represent them in West 
Virginia and western Pennsylvania. 

G. W. Gates, of the American Lumber & Manufactur- 
ing Company, accompanied by his wife, has gone to 
Frankfort, Ky., to attend the funeral of the mother of 
Mrs. Gates. 

W. B. Linn, of Burgettstown, Pa., and Mr. Wallace, 
of Wallace & Dickson, of Midway, Pa, were in the 
city during the week calling on the trade. 

Flint, Erving & Lindsay were the successful bidders 
for the lumber for seventy houses to be built at Buf- 
fington, Pa., and forty houses at Houstonville, Pa. 

J. W. Hess has moved his offices from 516 Market 
street to 615 Empire building The Empire building is 
the finest finished building in Pittsburg. 





ON PENOBSCOT WATERS. 

Banoor, ME., June 5.—The log drives in Penobscot 
waters have made good progress for the most part this 
spring, although on account of the high water preventing 
the sorting out of pulp logs at the mills for which 
they were destined, there has been considerable delay 
during the past week in the progress of the east branch, 
Mattawamkeag and Piscataquis drives. On the Piscata- 
quis there were 10,000,000 feet of logs at the sorting 
gap at Howland before the recent heavy rains fell, and 
the river rose suddenly and carried many of the logs far 
and wide over the lowlands, so that much time and 
labor will be required to get them back. Other logs 
have since arrived at the gap and some of them have 
been brought through. 

The rear of the first east branch drive was at Wassa- 
taquoik stream last Thursday, waitng for Rogers’ logs 
to come out of the stream, and has since started again 
for the main river. There is about 15,000,000 feet in 
this drive, and it will be in sometime this month. The 
second east branch drive of 9,000,000 feet will be in 
boom, it is thought, by the middle of July. 

Last week the Mattawamkeag drive of 25,000,000 feet 
was held at Scatterack boom, because the water was so 
high that the logs for the Katahdin Pulp & Paper Com- 
pany’s mill at Lincoln could not be sorted out. ‘he 
water has since fallen so that sorting can be done and 
the drive has been cut away. About one-half of the 
drive is for the Katahdin company’s mill. 

The west branch drive, the largest on the Penobscot 
waters, will contain about 60,000,000 feet this year, but 
40,000,000 feet of this will be stopped at Millinocket 
for the new pulp mill there, leaving less than one-half 
the usual quantity for saw logs. 

The west branch drives are late this spring, but some 
logs have arrived at the head of Chesuncook lake and 
are being rafted across. About 18,000,000 feet of the 
south branch logs have arrived at Seboomook dam and 
are being sluiced through on a good head of water. 

The first steam mill drive of the season arrived in 
Bangor boom Saturday, June 2, consisting of about 
1,000,000 feet, for which the owners, Morse & Co., of 
Bangor, were in a hurry. Ordinarily the steam mill 
drives contain from 5,000,000 to 8,000,000 feet. Logs 
are scarce all along the river now, and only one of the 
steam mills at Bangor is running, the others being shut 
down, waiting for supplies. The mills above Bangor are 
nearly all running. 

One hundred men left Bangor last week to peel poplar 
for the pulp mills. Not much hemlock bark will be 
peeled this year, owing to the high prices of stumpage. 

About 25 percent more logs were cut for pulp on the 
Penobscot this season than usual, and, in addition to 
this, the Great Northern Paper Company, of Millinocket, 

as bought many millions of large logs that were in- 
tended at first for saw mills. The Great Northern cut 
5,000,000 feet on its own account, and then purchased 
35,000,000 feet more. Other pulp and paper mills on 
the river will use about 35,000,000 feet of logs, making 
a total for pulp purposes on the river of 75,000,000 feet, 








or nearly one-half the entire cut. The same conditions 
prevail on the Kennebec, where it is estimated that 72,- 
000,000 feet of logs, or about half the total cut, will 
go into pulp. The pulp men can afford to pay more 
for logs than can the saw mill men, and thus set the 
price, which the saw mill men must pay or go without 
logs. 

Since the Eastern Manufacturers’ Association held its 
second meeting in Bangor last week and reduced prices 
and decided upon a restriction of production of at least 
50 percent in the months of July and August, there 
have been rumors that the association was about to go 
to pieces, This rumor is emphatically denied by Ira H. 
Randall, of Augusta, one of the prominent parties to the 
agreement, who declares that all hands are living up to 
their promises, and that even St. John is not shipping a 
stick of lumber until sold. Still, there are lumbermen 
in Bangor who say that the agreement is being dodged, 
if not openly violated. 





THE MONUMENTAL CITY. 


Bautrmore, Mp., June 6.—A prevalence of east and 
southeast winds has enabled a number of bay craft, laden 
with lumber, to reach the city from points along the 
Chesapeake and the other water courses which extend 
into the North Carolina pine regions. This circumstance 
has resulted in a considerable augmentation of the 
visible supplies. Naturally this has not helped prices. 
But Baltimore is hardly to be considered as furnishing 
a reliable indication of the whole situation. The loca- 
tion of the town and its business connections make it 
the dumping ground for all the lumber not disposed of or 
contracted for elsewhere. Many small mills, being 
compelled to realize without delay and having business 
connections here, forward their output which cannot be 
placed elsewhere, to be sold for whatever it will bring. 

The box makers are in the market to a considerable 
extent, this portion of the trade looking forward to the 
busiest period of the year. 

White pine and cypress are moving only in limited 
quantities at values which remain comparatively high. 
Poplar retains an undiminished activity, this wood being 
in good request, and commanding prices which compare 
favorably with the best quotations ever recorded. Less 
satisfactory is the range of other hardwoods. Stocks 
reach the distributing centers in increasing volume. 
Quarter-sawed oak in particular appears weak, the mar- 
ket having been overdone by the manufacturers, who were 
induced by the temporary range of high prices to 
exceed greatly the requirements. 

Exports are of fair volume, with the gulf ports having 
rather the best of the situation. Tonnage is still rela- 
tively scarce, and freight rates rule correspondingly high. 

The troubles of Heise & Bruns, which resulted in the 
appointment of receivers in order to facilitate the set- 
tlement of an estate, have been productive of additional 
litigation. On May 26 the Chesapeake Lumber Com- 
pany and others filed a petition in the circuit court 
asking for a co-receiver, and Judge Sharp signed an order 
granting the plea unless cause to the contrary is shown 
on or before June 10. The petitioners declare that 
the receivers by reason of their inexperience in handling 
real estate (a large portion of the firm’s assets consist- 
ing of real and leasehold property) are incompetent to 
manage the liquidation properly, and make other objec- 
tions to them. In this connection it is pertinent to 
state that, aside from the question of competence so far 
as the receivers are concerned, the opinion prevails in 
business circles that the condition of the firm was far 
better than had been generally supposed, and that with 
good management a large surplus over and above liabili- 
ties can be secured. 

A large timber section has been opened up by the 
completion of the railroad from Petersburg, Va., to 
Ridgeville, N. C., which is a part of the Seaboard Air 
Line system. It is estimated that perhaps fifty mills 
have started up on the line of this road, their aggregate 
production sufficing to supply the needs of a large sec- 
tion. The owners of these plants are becoming impressed 
with the unwisdom of glutting the market in such times 
as these, and there is a strong likelihood that they will 
form an organization and follow in the footsteps of the 
North Carolina Pine Association in the matter of 
restricting production. 





EASTERN NOTES. 


Representatives of New York parties are negotiating 
for the purchase of 35,000 acres of timber land in Ben- 
nington county, Vermont, to be held for speculative 
purposes. It includes practically all the timber in that 
vicinity, and residents are opposed to the deal, which 
would tie up present lumbering activities. 

A. D. Doolittle has bought of Melvin Herrick at West 
Bainbridge, N. Y., a timber tract of about 1,500,000 
feet, consisting of oak, pine and hemlock. 

The destruction by fire of the saw mill and planing 
mill of James Curry & Son, at Arrow, Somerset county, 
Pa., on June 1 was, in view of the fact that it had 
been in operation only one season, an exceedingly 
unfortunate event. The mill was erected last year and 
had a capacity of 50,000 feet a day. The planing mill 
was completed only within a few weeks and its equip- 
ment, consisting of machinery, shafting, belts, etc., 
was all in, but not yet fully in place, and all was 
destroyed. The loss ect acon fo between $35,000 and 
$40,000, upon which there was an insurance of $20,000. 
Messrs. Curry & Son announce that the mill will be 
rebuilt at once. The cause of the fire is unknown, but 


as it originated in the lath mill over the ovens, the 
members of the firm are inclined to believe that it 
was started by a spark from the ovens. 





The Ohio Field. 


QUEEN CITY TRADE. 

CINCINNATI, O., June 5.—There was held a called 
meeting of the Cincinnati Lumbermen’s Club last Fri- 
day afternon at the Burnet house to hear the report of 
the committee on the selection of a district inspector. 
This committee consisted of M. B. Farrin, chairman; 
W. A. Bennett, B. F. Dulweber, E. W. Robbins and E. 
A. Swain. A cozy and satisfying lunch in the cafe of 
the hotel, with the lumbermen seated at a long table by 
themselves, preceded the business meeting. 

_President Moffett rapped to order in parlor A imme- 
diately following the lunch, and the members at once 
became engrossed in the real object of the gathering. 
Chairman Farrin reported that the commit ee, while 
really favoring above all other persons whose names had 
been mentioned for the place, Howard Dickerson, now 
in the employ of Litchfield Bros., North Vernon, Ind., 
had decided to present the name of another person also, 
that of Mr. Van Noyes, that there might be no thwarting 
of the aims of the committee, and the club through pos- 
sible lack of material. presented. 

Mr. Farrin explained that the committee had written 
some forty letters to persons and firms in connection 
with the search for the proper person for the inspector- 
ship. Of the number of possible candidates, or persons 
who might be considered available for the place, it duly 
developed that the condition, inclinations of the persons 
themselves, their location, ete., soon resulted in a sifting 
down to a very few names. There had been not the 
least friction in the work of the committee, all having 
the one object in view and agreeing in the main from 
the first as to the way of its accomplishment. Mr. 
Bennett, in a few, practical remarks, regretted that no 
person from Cincinnati had been agreed upon for the 
place. It was explained to the chairman that Mr. Dick- 
erson had requested a guarantee of $1,600 a year. Most 
of the candidates had asked, first of all, when approached 
on the subject, what the pay would be and the extent 
of the territory. Mr. Farrin said he would be willing 
himself to guarantee a salary of $1,200 a year, but, of 
course, that was a matter for the club to decide. He 
thought the place woulu soon pay twice that amount. 

Mr. Moffett said he felt that he would be willing to 
guarantee a salary of $1,200, judging by the outlook al- 
ready. The inspection idea, he said, seemed to be gain- 
ing in favor on all sides. 

The club finally decided by formal vote not to guaran- 
tee any salary, but to invite Mr. Dickerson to be present 
at the next meeting of the club, at which M. M. Wall, 
of Buffalo, the surveyor general under the new 
inspection system, would be present, and to recommend 
his appointment under these conditions to Mr. Wall. 
This action was taken after the committee on inspec- 
tion had reconsidered its first report and declared in 
favor of Mr. Dickerson alone. 

The date of holding the next meeting, which will be 
the last one until September, was fixed for next Satur- 
day, June 9. The place of meeting was not decided 
upon, but later Chairman B, F. Dulweier, of the enter- 
tainment committee, announced that it would be held at 
the Zoo, 7 p. m. being the hour for gathering. Mr. 
Dulweber said today that the indications were for an 
unprecedentedly large attendance, many of the members 
of the club having asked for extra tickets. The occa- 
sion will, no doubt, be a very delightful one, the object 
being to make it more of a social nature than strictly 
business, although Mr. Wall is expected to make an 
address on inspection. Mr. Wall will also in all proba- 
bility announce the appointment to the position of dis- 
trict inspector during his visit here. 

Those present at the meeting last Friday were: T. J. 
Moffett, W. A. Bennett, Leland A. Banning, H. P. Wi- 
borg, M. B. Farrin, J. Watt Graham, E. M. Possell, T. 
B. Stone, James King, B. A. Kipp, J. B. Cochran, E. A. 
Swain, S. Tuthill, William Hanna, B. F. Dulweber and 
Charles A. Elliott. : 

The Nicola Bros. Company today received two barge 
loads of cottonwood from the south, and several more 
are expected within the next few days. This company, 
although reporting business somewhat affected by the 
general dullness, had no complaint to offer and antici- 
pated a speedy and marked change for the better from 
every standpoint of trade. 

B. F. Dulweber, of John Dulweber & Co., said that 
during the past week the indications had improved 
greatly. If the demand was not quite up to the desired 
notch, still the greatly increased number « inquiries 
was a substantial and unmistakeable sign of improved 
conditions generally. 

J. Watt Graham is out of the city for a few days on 
business. 

James King said he had about the largest trade the 
past week or two that he had experienced in as many 
months before. Business, as he found it, was booming. 

William E. Townley & Co. report business somewhat 
slack, with competition very active. Yellow pine is 
a little off, they say, but white pine is holding its 
own very well. The outlook is fairly flattering, despite 
the prevailing symptoms of stagnation. 


FROM! THE FOREST CITY. 


CLEVELAND, O., June 4.—A very comfortable feeling 
seems to prevail all through our market and no undue 
effort on the part of any of the lumber dealers to force - 
sales was at all noticeable last week. On the contrary 
a conservativeness indicative of sound business princi- 
ples was everywhere manifest. Each dealer has appar- 
ently come to the conclusion not to load up to such an 
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extent as to put himself in a position where sales must 
be made to make room for new lumber, but to go along 
in the even tenor of his way, giving the buyer an oppor- 
tunity to ask for what he wants, rather than to per- 
suade him to take lumber when he has no place to put 
it. This course has caused a decided improvement 
throughout the market. 

Lumber was coming in moderately all last week and 
everywhere a very satisfactory business was being done. 
Building in the city seems to be steadily on the increase, 
and better prices were apparently obtained for this 
trade than for the week before. Out of town buyers were 
not frequent in the market, however, but those who did 
come were easy victims, for they knew what they wanted 
and when they found it there was little dickering as to 
rice. 

The Mills-Gray-Carleton Company was the lucky one 
in making the largest out of town sale for immediate 
shipment of the season. 

F. R. Gilchrist & Co. have secured a large order for 
maple flooring, and this, with their pine and norway 
trade of last week, was quite the best of the season, F. R. 
Gilchrist, of this firm, left Saturday evening for a tour 
of inspection through the manufacturing districts 
around Duluth and Ashland, with a view of making pur- 
chases and getting onto the situation of things there. 


CASUALTIES. 


Illinois. 
Chicago—The A. H. Vilas Company, picture frame manu- 
facturer, recently sustained a fire loss of about $7,000; 
insured. 








pe Indiana. 
Fairmount-—Lindsay & Simon’s saw mill has burned, prob- 
ably through incendiarism. 


Maine. 
Rockland—wW. H. Glover & Co. lost $4,700 in a lumber yard 
fire; insured. 
New York. 


Batavia—The Lay planing mill was totally destroyed by 
fire. Loss, $10,000; insured for $6,000. 

Texas Valley.—J. R. Holmes’ saw mill burned; uninsured. 

Underwood—tThe saw mill plant at this point has burned. 

White Plains—The factory and sheds of the White Plains 
Lumber Company have burned. Loss, $30,000; partly insured. 

Ohio. 

Fremont—The Gabel saw mill in Jackson township, which 
had just been purchased by A. F. Eastom, of Leipsic, O., has 
burned; uninsured. 

Gilbert Station—G. K. Browning and Homer King lost 
about 20,000 feet of lumber by fire. 

Pennsylvania. 

Arrow—The saw mills of James Curry & Sons have burned. 
Loss, $35,000 to $40,000; insurance, $20,000. 

Hawley—Tlire in the Atkinson lumber yard burned 375,000 
feet of lumber, at a loss of $9,000; partly insured. 

Virginia. 

Purcellville—A general fire destroyed the lumber warehouse 
of Edgar Hurst. 

Wisconsin. 

Chippewa Falls—Thomas Kelly has received word that his 
logging camp on the west fork of the Chippewa has burned, 
at a loss of about $5,000. 

Canada. 

Vancouver, B. C.—C. T. W. Piper’s saw mill has burned, 
with a loss of $20,000, and a number of Chinamen have been 
arrested for incendiarism, Chinese laborers having recently 
been replaced by white. 

Titusville, N. B.—The saw mill of Theodore Titus has 
burned. Loss, $10,000; uninsured. 

Ste. Etienne du Saguenay, Que.—The lumber plant at this 
point belonging to Prince Bros. & Co., of Quebec, has burned, 
together with forty houses. The loss is estimated at $400,000. 


NEW MILLS. 


Alabama. 

Selma—A new planing mill is being erected here by George 
W. Ballard, who will also operate a scroll work manufactory. 
California. 

Anaheim—The Grimshaw Lumber Company is building a 
new planing mill. 

Kureka—lIt is reported that a single mill will be erected 
by Mr. Schanabelt. 








Louisiana. 

Jennings—The State Lumber Company, newly incorpo- 
rated, will build a saw and shingle mill with a daily capacity 
of about 35,000 feet of lumber and 35,000 shingles upon the 
site of the present Richmond saw mill at this point. 

Michigan. 

Ontonagon—Penegor Bros. will erect a saw mill on the old 
Iintry mill site. 

Mississippi. 

Duncan—The White-Martin Lumber Company will build a 
saw mill with from 40,000 to 60,000 feet capacity. 

New York. 

Gowanda——George Coleman has built a new mill upon a 
large tract of timber he recently purchased here. 

Texas Valley—J. R. Holmes, saw mill, recently burned, will 
be rebuilt. 

Ohio. 


Sunbury—A new saw mill has been built by J. T. Irwin. 
Pennsylvania. 
Arrow—The big lumber mills of James Curry & Sons, 
recently burned at a loss of about $40,000, will be rebuilt at 


once. 
South Dakota. 

Lead—Fish & Hunter Lumber Company will rebuild the 
large planing mill recently destroyed by fire. 

Tennessee. 
Shady—The Empire Lumber & Mining Company is building 
a large lumber plant. 
Vermont. 
Groton—J. R. Darling is rebuilding his new mill. 
Washington. 
Arlington—A shingle mill will be built here by Kuntz Bros. 
Wenatchee—C. A: Morrison is erecting a box factory. 
West Virginia. 

Keyser—The West Virginia Pulp & Paper Company : is 
reported as about to build a large saw mill at the mouth of 
the Leatherbark, with a daily capacity of 100,000 feet. 

Wisconsin. 


Grantsburg—A. C. Gilman and A. H. Petrie will build a 
excelsior mill. 








Doors and Mill Work. 


It is something like repeating an old story to outline 
the situation in this branch of the business. The volume 
of demand for regular stock has not been up to expecta- 
tions this spring and there is considerable complaint 
from all of the large distributing centers. It is easy 
enough to find causes for this state of affairs, but ex- 
planations do not change the facts. During May there 
was a slight increase in the trade as compared with 
the previous month. Buying is confined to small lots, 
however, and there is no disposition as yet on the part 
of retailers to accumulate stock. They are satisfied that 
prices will go no higher and think, perhaps, there may 
be a lowering in values during the summer. This is suf- 
ficient to check buying for stocking-up purposes. Trav- 
eling men state, however, and these reports are borne 
out by other advices, that retail stocks have been worked 
off during the spring months and are now light in most 
sections. Consequently any increase in the consumptive 
demand would be speedily felt at distributing centers. 
This is probably the most favorable phase of the situa- 
tion. The demand for odd work is only fair. There is 
not the rush in this class of business that characterized 
the spring and early summer months a year ago, nor is 
it expected that the balance of the season will show any 
such activity. In spite of what is regarded as a light 
trade prices on regular stock are reasonably well main- 
tained. From the manufacturing standpoint conditions 
do not justify a lowering of prices, and the feeling which 
exists that there will be at least an average trade during 
the fall months is an additional incentive to keep prices 
along on the present basis. There is considerable compe- 
tition on special work and some low figures are reported 
on desirable estimates, but under the circumstances 
which surround the situation there is less demoralization 
in the prices than might be expected. 





* * * 


In view of the light volume of business the large fac- 
tory operators are pursuing a policy of restricting out- 
put in a manner which shall prevent the accumulation of 
large stocks at manufacturing centers during the sum- 
mer months, This reduction of output is being accom- 
plished through shutting down the factories for a por- 
tion of each week, many of them running only four days. 
Manufacturers are able to purchase factory lumber at 
a little under the figures current last winter, but the 
supply of dry stock is limited and there is no expectation 
of a general lowering in values this year. The shutting 
down of so many mills in the north on account of low 
water and inability to get logs down the streams will 
delay the placing of much new stock on the market, and 
while the factories, as a rule, have plenty of plank for 
current needs few of them have any large stocks in sight. 
The substitution of other woods for white pine in regular 
stock is only an experiment as yet and is not practiced 
to any large extent. White pine will be the main reli- 
ance so long as there is any considerable quantity of 
that wood available, even though prices should continue 
on the high plane to which they have held for several 
months past. Jobbers do not find a disposition on the 
part of manufacturers to offer large blocks of manufac- 
tured goods at low prices. As a matter of fact, the 
factory operators are holding firmer on their prices 
than are the wholesalers and are disposed to make 
further reductions in the output rather than allow con- 
cessions to buyers. 

* * * 


The window-glass situation is clearing up in a manner 
which allows buyers to figure with some certainty on 
the future. Western jobbers of window glass have ad- 
vanced their prices eight percent on first bracket and 
five percent on second and third bracket glass during 
the week, thus placing western prices on the basis that 
has prevailed in the eastern territory for some time 
past. No change has been announced in the combine’s 
discounts, but it is said that the American Window 
Glass Company is not accepting further large orders 
for small glass, having already enough business on the 
books to absorb its output of those sizes and also the 
glass which it has bought in the foreign market. The 
proposition to continue the fire for two weeks has been 
voted down by the workmen and this fire will, therefore, 
close on June 15. Some of the independent factories 
have considerable glass on hand, but the probability is 
that glass will be thrown on the market in the near 
future, as there is apparently no incentive to hold it 
longer. It is reported that an agreement has been prac- 
tically reached on the wage scale for next season, which 
involves the starting of the combine plants on Sep- 
tember 1 and operating them for seven months, with the 
privilege of nine months. This settlement of the wage 
scale is regarded as a victory for the combine. The 
workmen are said to be protecting the co-operative com- 
panies, but indications are that they will let the inde- 
pendents shift for themselves. A proviso may be put 
in the scale, which will be a big obstacle to the inde- 
pendents starting promptly, according to the Commoner 
and Glass Worker, of Pittsburg, Pa. According to the 
same authority, manufacturers are to pay snappers, and 
the wage scale is being readjusted to conform to this 
radical change. It is said that no conditions will be 


made regarding action taken by the cutters or flatteners. 
While the outlook at present is favorable to the combine 
being able to control prices, it is, nevertheless, evident 
that there will be a hot strife next season between the 
outsiders and the combine to secure men, as the. fac- 
tory capacity is largely in excess of the number of blow- 
ers available. 


Prices are not likely to go lower, at least 


* unexplained reason. 


until after September 1, but until the outsiders are prae- 
tically eliminated there is no likelihood that values 
will go back to the high basis which prevailed a year 
ago. In fact, it is doubtful if the combine policy wil; 
ever favor high prices. Such a condition is an induce. 
ment to the building of new factories, which the com. 
bine has found to be one of the greatest obstacles it has 
had to contend with. 


* * * 


The Converse Co-operative Window Glass Company, of 
Converse, Ind., has bought out the W. L. Sharp Glass 
Company, of that place, and will operate both plants 
the coming season. The latter concern is the one in which 
E. L. Roberts and W. L. Sharp, of E. L. Roberts & Co., 
Chicago, have been interested. The factory was built 
by Mr. Roberts two years ago and has been successfully 
operated by him for the last fire and a portion of the 
previous one. 

* * * 

The demand for doors and mill work, as reported by 
Chicago wholesalers, is not especially active, but there 
is a good, steady trade, both in regular stock and odd 
work. There is not the urgency to demand that was 
characteristic of this season a year ago, but, on the 
whole, business for May footed up better than many had 
anticipated. The local sash and door factories are run- 
ning light, their trade being limited by the restrie- 
tions placed upon it through the labor troubles. 

* * * 


At Minneapolis, Minn., a good demand is reported for 
odd screen work, and small orders for special work in 
the sash and door line. The demand for regular stock 
goods is not heavy. Special orders of interior finish are 
coming from the country, but are chiefly confined to 
small building operations. There is a good undertone 
to the situation, which, it is expected, will develop dur- 
ing this month and next. 

* * * 


The demand for regular stock goods from the south- 
ern part of the Kansas City, Mo., territory is gradually 
improving, but aside from this the trade is no better 
than it has been for the past few weeks. The jobbers 
are fairly busy, and are not complaining of trade, as 
they look for a big improvement right after harvest. 
They have been able to maintain prices with less 
trouble than they expected, and express the opinion 
that values will be firm at present quotations through 
the fall season. While the labor troubles at Kansas 
City have shut off a good deal of mill work, the plan- 
ing mills there are still running, and present indications 
are that before they have completed the contracts now 
on hand, the strikes will have been adjusted and build- 
ing will go ahead, giving them plenty of new business. 

* * * 


The leading door and box factories of Buffalo, N. Y., 
are doing a fairly good business, with joinery work 
leading the demand for doors quite generally, for some 
As the outlook now is the mills 
will make a fair season, though without coming near 
the figure in regard to output that was set three months 
ago. At that time it looked as though the consumer 
was going to pay the asking price without anything 
more than a murmur, but the outery against paying 
the yard prices proved too strong and fetching, so the 
eastern consumer of doors joined in and did what he 
could to add to the force of the cry. It has cut down 
the amount of work, but so far as can be learned there 
is no serious decline in prices. The factories are 
obliged to maintain their prices. There is considerable 
tendency toward the use of cheaper woods in the effort 
to reduce cost and quartered oak has suffered in conse- 
quence, but the great firmness of all sorts of plain oak 
continues. Box makers are doing a good business, as a 
1ule, reporting about an even output with a year ago. 
Up to the opening of June the Montgomery Door & Box 
factory was exactly on a par with the amount of stock 
used for boxes. There are no contracts ahead, as was 
the case last year, with lumber pushed away up above 
them, so on the whole the industry is in fairly good 
shape. 

* * * 

The sash, door and blind factories at Baltimore, Md., 
are by no means rushed at this period. Although per- 
mits for a number of houses have been taken out 
recently, such undertakings are limited to small resi- 
dence property, no new projects of magnitude being held 
in view. Structural work is rather slack this summer, 
and the demand for mill products shows a correspond- 
ing decrease. Prices have fallen off somewhat. 

* * * 


If there has been any improvement in the condition 
of the sash and door market in New York City of late 
it is rather hard to discern it, although there is no 
denying that there is a much better feeling. Not much 
building is going on, but the prospects are bright, and 
the manufacturers are decidedly hopeful. Prices may 
be cut now and again, but it is only on large orders, 
and in the main the association figures are being lived 
up to. 


* * * 


The Gould Manufacturing Company, of Oshkosh, Wis., 
has recently issued a new discount card, which is about 
the neatest thing in that line which has ever come under 
the Lumberman’s observation. It is an artistic produc- 
tion typographically, and contains, in addition to the 
usual discounts, a net price list of painted doors—four 
and five panel and sash—an attractive list of fancy 
front doors, with net prices, prices on stairwork, porch 
work, turned goods of all kinds, window and door frames 
and screen doors. 
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AMONG THE HARDWOOD MANUFACTURERS. 





A Sustained Demand in Tennessee Markets for Poplar and Plain Oak—Perceptible Improvement 
in the Tone of Prices—Oak Dimension in Fair Request—Decreased Volume 
of Dry Stock in Michigan—The Commercial Hardwoods 
of the Philippine Islands. 





MEMPHIS HARDWOOD NOTES. 


Memputs, TENN., June 6.—That dullness in the lum- 
ber markets of all southern sections, which begins for 
the summer about June 1, is apparent here in the first 
week of the month, and while none of the dealers are 
the least discouraged, in their own minds realizing that 
a good fall trade is almost a certainty, they could do a 
much greater volume of business in all lines. 

In discussing the situation today a well known whole- 
saler said: 

Stocks, I should say, are low enough, but at that we all 
probably have more stuff than the demand requires. A Mem- 
phis dealer told me today that he was buying two boards 
where he was selling one, and though this does not indicate 
by any means that the wholesalers are accumulating a great 
amount of lumber on sticks, it does go to show that the trade 
is weaker than it has been for nearly a year. ‘The mere 
fact that this dealer is buying two boards where he sells only 
one I accept as a good indication, rather than one of a nature 
to engender the least discouragement. In short, he shows 
that he has considerable faith in the future, and if he had no 
good reasons for his conelusions as to the future he would 
hardly put much money in lumber. I know of a number of 
dealers who are buying heavily right along, wherever any- 
thing like reasonable prices are placed upon the stuff, and if 
the mill men were of the opinion that some of the bears 
throughout the country affect to hold, a much greater amount 
of buying could be recorded than you hear of, for the dealers 
certainiy have confidence in the fall prospects for the Mem- 
phis market. 

It is generally conceded that the best business in 
this market now is with those who handle plain oak 
and poplar, for which the demand has held up remark- 
ably well; so have the prices. In quartered oak there 
has been some cutting of prices, but not of sufficient 
importance to be regarded as serious. The export busi- 
ness in poplar is better than it has been for a few 
weeks, but for that matter the general movement of 
lumber for export has been stronger, for two reasons: 
First, and the most important, the ocean rates have 
been nearer reasonable; and second, the gradual easing 
off in prices has had the effect of attracting exporters 
in the field who buy only when the prices are at or 
below what have been considered the minimum for a 
greater portion of this year. 

May was a good month, taking all the conditions into 
consideration, though June, it is anticipated, will more 
than likely be dull. No occasion for material reduc- 
tion in prices, however, is believed to be probable, and 
the likelihood is that the dealers and the mill men 
will just rest on their oars and wait for better times. 

A meeting of the Memphis Lumbermen’s Club was to 
have been held last night for the purpose of closing 
up some plan by which the members may be assured 
of regular barge line service the year round. It did 
not materialize, though the log men think something 
will certainly be accomplished of a definite shape at 
the next meeting, which is scheduled for the latter 
part of the present week. Some of the dealers think 
it would be the better plan to own and operate such a 
barge line as would be necessary to handle the business 
of this market, for then there would be no question 
but that they could always depend upon proper service. 

This idea does not seem to be so popular generally, 
however, as the scheme originally outlined in this 
paper. That, it will be remembered, was for the lumber- 
men of Memphis to join a party of steamboat people 
in capitalizing a $140,000 stock company, $90,000 to 
be taken by the steamboat people and $50,000 by the 
lumbermen, and put in a big tow boat and a number 
of barges, 

L. B, Lesh, of Chicago, was in Memphis last week 
for the purpose of looking over the ground with the 
view of probably establishing a yard here. It is under- 
stood that he will either put one in here or at Chatta- 
nooga. He has large milling interests in Mississippi 
and naturally favors this point. 





CUMBERLAND RIVER HARDWOOD NEWS. 

NASHVILLE, TENN., June 5.—Dealers report that trade 
has picked up some in the last week. Prices on plain 
oak and poplar are about the same. There is a good 
demand for these woods and also for chestnut and 
good quartered oak. Common quartered oak is off as 
it deserves to be. When prices were at their ‘top 
notch last year too much of this was cut and the 
market was flooded with stuff that should never have 
been cut or offered for sale. Much of this stuff is 
still on the market awaiting buyers. There was a spe- 
cial inquiry here last week for poplar panel stock, 
and quite a quantity of it was contracted for. 

Very little lumber is arriving on this market but 
the river is rising and some may come down. Plenty of 
lumber is being offered from the upriver, but dealers 
are a little wary of buying, as it looks as if it 
would stay there till next year. Most of the Nashville 
dealers have lumber on the upper Cumberland or in the 
tributary streams waiting for a rise. One firm has 
1,000,000 feet tied up on the river banks. 

John T. Burford, of Chattanooga, president of the 
Burford Lumber Company, was in the city this week 
visiting the trade and getting a line on conditions. 

W. H. Bliss, local agent of the American Lumber 
& Manufacturing Company, of Pittsburg, has returned 


York. a successful selling trip through central New 


H. Van S. Brown, of Louisville, Ky., who now does 
the purchasing of all the staves and other cooperage 
stock for the Kentucky Refining Company, of Louisville, 
was in the city a few days ago and reports large 
stocks of staves at the various mills at which he vis- 
ited. 

It is stated that W. Bocheimer, of Madison, Wis., will 
erect a barrel factory at Mt. Pleasant, which is the 
center of the Tennessee phosplHate region. 

The Tennessee Lumber Company, of Loudon, has 
again begun the operation of its novelty works after 
an idleness of several months. 

Beeler & Acuff are building a large saw mill plant 
near Maynardville, Tenn., in Union county. 

James A. Martin, of Johnson City, Tenn., who deals 
largely in poplar and who operates ten mills located 
respectively in Unicoi and Sevier counties, Tennessee, 
and in Madison, Macon, Mitchell and Yancey counties, 
North Carolina, reports an active lumber trade with the 
New England states. 

Work will shortly begin on the erection of the plant 
of the American Handle Company at Sparta. President 
F. J. Leland states that the plant, which is to replace 
the one burned some time ago, will be greatly enlarged 
and will make both handles and spokes, and finish 
them ready for market. 

The Mangum Locust Pin Manufacturing Company, at 
Liberty, has started its machinery. The concern manu- 
factures insulator pins. P. J. Mangum, of Liberty, and 
W. P. Mangum, of the Cumberland Telephone & Tele- 
graph Company, are the proprietors. 

Thomas W. Smith and James M. Greene, of Hunts- 
ville, Ala., have formed a partnership for the building 
and operation of a carriage factory. The plant will 
employ twenty men and $15,000 will be invested. 

A report from Gainesboro, on the upper Cumber- 
land, states that the lumbermen there are very anxious 
for rain and that on account of the low water many 
logs have been hauled to the river and have been 
rafted in the river instead of in the backwater as is 
the usual custom. 

The J. M. Card Lumber Company, of Scotsboro, Ala., 
operating about twenty saw mills and one of the most 
successful lumber companies in Alabama, has rented 
quarters and will shortly remove its general offices and 
yards to Chattanooga. 


TWENTY-FIVE PERCENT LESS DRY STOCK. 

Leroy, Micu., May 28.—So far as I have been able to 
determine regarding the hardwood situation in this 
vicinity the output is about equal to that of last season, 
with a possible reduction of about 25 percent in the 
amount of dry stock in pile. In this immediate vicinity 
the producing capacity has been increased to some 
extent, but some of the older mills are not in opera- 
tion, while the cut of others has been curtailed owing 
to the small supply of logs. From fifteen to twenty 
years of active operation among the hardwood mills 
has wonderfully depleted the forests of this county, and 
the future will witness a rapid decline in the lumber 
interests hereabouts. The activity among buyers is not 
unusual, although there are plenty of them in the 
field. Basswood seems to have the call, though other 
varieties are in good demand at earlier prices; that is, 
no one seems to expect a decline, From my standpoint 
the outlook for the season is excellent. As to prices, 
they cannot go lower, for the increased cost of logs 
has more than offset the advance in manufactured 
stock. C. A. WARREN. 


GOOD DEMAND FOR OAK DIMENSION. 


Farmers, Ky., May 30.—The demand for oak con- 
struction timber is increasing, and orders are being 
filled here for shipment to’ Chicago, Buffalo, Montreal 
and Quebec, as well as for export to Germany. Several 
consignments of poplar have recently been made to 
London and Hull, England, by J. R. Buckwalter, who 
has just loaded five cars of white oak timber for ship 
building, the first installment on an order for 200,000 
feet. These timbers are unusually fine, running from 
12x12 to 24x24 inches square, and from 24 feet to 46 
feet in length. It requires only 12 to 16 sticks of this 
kind of stock to make a carload of from 10,000 to 
12,000 feet, according to the capacity of the car. 











SOME INQUIRY FOR ELM AND BASSWOOD. 
Harsor Sprines, Micu., May 29.—Regarding stocks 
of lumber in this locality, there is in my opinion about 
15 to 20 percent more lumber on hand than there was a 
year ago, and it is all of this season’s cut. There do 
not seem to be as many inquiries for lumber at this 
time as was the case earlier in the season. What 
inquiries there are are mostly for elm and basswood. 
Stocks in this locality will run about 75 percent maple, 
and sellers seem to hold firm to present prices. 
THOMAS KNEALE. 


HARDWOODS IN THE PHILIPPINES. 


Frank G. Carpenter, the well known newspaper 
writer, ina recent article describes various varieties of 
hardwoods to be’ found-in the Philippines. Among 





other interesting facts contained in this article is 


recounted a visit made to a saw mill, one of the largest 
in the Philippine islands. In describing this primitive 
manufacturng establishment he says: 

The Pasig river, on which the mill stands, was lined with 
logs. Other saw mills above and below were busily working, 
and the seratch, scratch of the saw as it cut through the 
hardwood could be everywhere heard. Each saw mill had 
scores of men employed, and the scenes in all of them were 
far different from anything You will find in the United 
States. In the first place, the logs had been barked in the 
forests, some having been straightened by chipping. All 
were of the heaviest of hardwood, and all had a grain and 
color. which would make them exceedingly valuable could 
they have been gold in our country. The most wonderful 
thing about the mill was its absolute lack of machinery. It 
was an immense building covering almost an acre, and con- 
sisting of merely a roof and the poles which upheld it. The 
floor was the earth and there were no walls at the sides. 

The logs were placed upon trestles about as high up from 
the ground as your waist, and at each log four half naked 
Chinese were sawing away. With a pencil they marked off 
the width of a board from the top of the log and then 
at each end began to pull crosscut saws across it. The log 
lay horizontally on the trestles, and the handles of the saws 
were so arranged at right angles with the blades that by pull- 
ing them back and fourth the men could saw a strip of board 
off the log. The two pairs of men were sawing toward each 
other, beginning at the opposite ends of the log and carefully 
watching the lines till they met in the center. They then 
made a second mark and went on to saw off the next board. 
Such work requires careful watching to saw straight, and 
a long time to cut a single board, but it is In this way that 
all the lumber used in this city of 350,000 people is made. 
The planing is also done by hand and so are all classes of 
wood making operations. 

As for the many varieties of hardwoods found in the 
Philippines, Mr. Carpenter says that there are rose- 
wood logs found there which are nine feet in diameter, 
although he does not say that he saw any. Of the 300 
varieties of hardwoods to be found on the islands, fifty 
have a high commercial value. Mahogany is used in 
the Philippines for about the same purposes as is pine 
in the United States. Nearly all of the floors in the best 
houses of Manila are of marra, a wood much like 
mahogany, having the same grain and taking a beau- 
tiful polish. The Oriente hotel at Manila is a great 
building three stories high with wide staircases and 
immense halls. The floors are of mahogany boards 
from eighteen inches to two feet in width and from 
fifteen to twenty feet long. The stairs, which are of the 
same material, have a polish equal to that of a piano. 
Even the beds are made of various kinds of hardwoods, 
with great hardwood canopies over them. Some of the 
churches have columns and floors and ceilings of ma- 
hogany, and of the boats that are run on the Pasig 
river many are also made of mahogany, some of them 
being a hundred feet long. There are numerous other 
varieties of fine hardwoods in the island of Luzon, 
many possessing beautiful colors. Some of the woods 
take a polish like the finest rosewood, with a grain and 
color like birdseye maple; others have a rich coffee 
hue, others red, and still others resemble black wal- 
nut. Quite a number of the woods are so heavy they 
will not fioat. In the isle of Mindoro there are 150 
different varieties of wood thus far found, fifty of these 
being hardwoods and quite a number of them being 
adaptable to shipbuilding and fine furniture making. 

Captain Batcheler, who has lately returned from a 
march of 300 miles through the Cagayan valley and 
the mountains in that vicinity, says that in that sec- 
tion there is.a large quantity of pine, a variety of 
lumber which was not heretofore thought to abound in 
the Philippines. Captain Batcheler is a North Caro- 
lina man and knows a pine tree when he sees it. He 
states that he marched for days through pine forests, 
using pine knots to make torches for his men when 
they camped at night. The trees are large and are as 
full of rosin as the turpentine trees on the South 
Atlantic coast. Among other woods found in Luzon 
is a soft cedar, similar to that used in this country for 
cigar boxes. Mr. Carpenter states that he has seen 
mahogany tables six feet wide and twelve feet in 
length, the tops being made of one board. The forest 
trees as a rule are very large, furnishing logs from 
fifty to seventy-five feet in length, and two feet and 
upward in thickness. A great deal of the timber sup- 
ply is convenient to water transportation by sea or 
river, and it is understood that measures will shortly 
be taken to more accurately estimate the quantities and 
varieties of the Philippine forests. 


HARDWOOD NOTES. 

The Columbus (0O.) office of W. M. Ritter recently 
entered an order for forty-six cars of quartered oak to 
go to Belgium. The export trade is reported heavy at 
present. 

The Collins-Waddell Company, Lecompte, La., re- 
cently shipped sixty carloads of lumber for export, the 
largest shipment that ever went out from that point. 
The mill is running day and night. 

The Cameron Lumber Company and Central Lake 
Lumber Company, Central Lake, Mich., recently shipped 
eighteen carloads of clear maple and elm, the former 
going to Tonawanda and the latter to Manitowoc. 

S. K. Rozenbeek, Son & Co., well known hardwood 
inspectors and shippers, have opened an office at Mari- 
nette,. Wis., of which F. E.’ Mills, formerly traveling 
for Ira P: Bennett, will be manager. 

‘ Jos. Clore’s Sons, Henderson, Ky., have purchased 800 
acres of hardwood timber from’ J. F. Coyle, Madison- 
ville, Ky., ‘and will soon begin cutting. 

The maple tree borer,. or glycobius speciosus, is doing 
considerable damage to maples in New York and other 
eastern’ states, and materially affected this spring’s 
sugar crop. The grub lives four years befote becoming 
a beetle and works nights and Sundays boring a tunnel 
in the wood beneath the bark. It is a difficult pest to 
cope with, but efforts will be made in that direction. 
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IN THE SOUTH COUNTRY. 





The Southwestern Mill Situation—Joy in St. Louis Over Exposition Appropriation—Yellow Pine 
Demand Shows Some Gain—The Strike Situation at St. Louis and Kansas City 
—New Orleans Exporters Win Their Point— Orange Millmen Success- 
fully Combat Government Logging Regulations. 





AMONG THE SOUTHWESTERN MILLS. 


A trip during the past fortnight by your correspond- 
ent through the short leaf yellow pine belt of Arkansas 
and also through the long leaf district of Texas and 
Louisiana, developed the fact that trade from the former 
mills was light, and from the latter district only mod- 
erate in volume. I was agreeably surprised, however, 
to learn that most of the long leaf yellow pine mills in 
the Texas and Louisiana district were not participating 
in the price concessions obtaining further to the north. 
Trade in Texas, while not as heavy as the manufacturers 
and dealers expected this season, has nevertheless been 
reasonably satisfactory, and complaints do not begin to 
be as strong as throughout the short leaf pine belt. 
Spring business in the extreme south was checked this 
year by natural causes, the heavy rains effectually block- 
ing trade, which under ordinary conditions promised to 
be a record-breaker, These rains have extended all 
over the state of Texas, and were of such duration that 
the volume of lumber business was only ordinary— 
enough, however, to convince the manufacturer and 
dealer in that section that the whole thing had not 
gone to the demnition bow-wows. The consensus of 
opinion from the largest and most conservative operators 
is that the year promises some excellent trade, not 
perhaps equal to 1899, but nevertheless exceeding sev- 
eral years prior to that, 

Texas lumber consumption is a great deal like the 
Texas cotton crop, i. e., nobody can successfully forecast 
it. With good crops and normal conditions, the Lone 
Star state becomes a purchaser of enormous quantities 
of lumber. Reverse these conditions and demand falls 
away with startling rapidity. I have met a number of 
traveling salesmen during the past fortnight and none 
of them have said that business was really bad. Some 
of them have said that it was “fair,” but most of them 
assert most positively that the situation is not as bad 
as has been reported. These men, who should be and 
are in touch with the trade, ought to know what they 
are talking about. 

The mill men and wholesale dealers there, too, are not 
pessimistic. While they admit that trade has fallen off, 
as compared to last season, they say that they are busy 
and that orders are not particularly scarce. There has 
been a little feeling engendered on account of the short 
leaf mill men invading the state of Texas this spring 
and making offerings, but this has not reached a very 
acute stage. Railroad bills keep coming in, the demand 
being about equal to the mill capacities, so the only 
problem really facing the manufacturer there is the 
disposal of yard stocks. As fully 50 percent of the cut 
of the Texas and Louisiana mills—and probably 60 
percent would be nearer the mark—goes into timbers, 
which in the railroad trade at least are bringing good 
prices, it is natural that the mill men should not worry 
very much over the situation. In addition to the rail- 
road trade, there is quite a heavy shipment of timbers 
from the Beaumont-Orange district into the western ter- 
ritory, probably, however, at some slight concessions in 
price. Unless all signs fail, Texas will be a heavy con- 
sumer of yard lumber for the remainder of the year, as 
present indications point to large and profitable crops 
and considerable building between June and January. 
Most of the manufacturers are fighting shy of orders 
from the western territory until values are restored in 
that section. 


A Chat With E. H. Lingo. 


I rode down on the train from Texarkana to Shreve- 
pert, La., with E. H. Lingo, president of the Texas 
Lumbermen’s Association, the other day. Mr, Lingo is 
one of the firm of Burton & Lingo, Ft. Worth and Deni- 
son, Texas, who operate a large line of yards through- 
out the state. -He is undoubtedly one of the best posted 
lumbermen in the state and conservative in his state- 
ments. 

“Crops promise well this year,” he said, “and our 
firm looks for a steady and profitable trade between 
midsummer and the first of next year. Texas will 
consume about as much lumber as usual before the year 
ends. We are passing through a little reaction just 
now, but trade will revive soon. My partner and I are 
making an annual tour of the mills, and we shall prob- 
ably place some contracts for stock for our yards, 

“We have increased our capital stock, and last Decem- 
be we distributed $50,000 of the new stock among our 
employees who wanted to buy it. We adopted this 
policy after mature deliberation, believing it a good 
idea for our employees to become interested in our com- 
pany and participate in the profits, besides drawing their 
salaries. It is no new idea by any means, but we decided 
upon it because we thought it a good plan.” 


At Houston, Texas. 


During the past year Houston has forged to the front 
most conspicuously as a yellow pine selling center. Some 
ten or twelve large operators now make their headquar- 
ters in the Bayou City, claiming that it will eventually 
become a prominent point for long leaf operations. 





Houston enjoys excellent railroad facilities and is one of 
the most flourishing cities in Texas. 

I found trade among the dealers there only fair. 
Some good bills were being sold in Mexico by the spe- 
cialists catering to that trade and most of the firms 
reported railroad trade strong. Demand from the yards, 
however, has been light for a month or six weeks, 


The Big Tree Lumber Company. 

A new concern at Houston, operating under the above 
name, promises to become quite a factor in lumber cir- 
cles in the state. At present the company is confining 
itself to wholesaling lumber and shingles, Its officers are 
EK. K. Dillingham, president, dnd F. 8S. Swinden, secre- 
tary. Mr. Dillingham is identified with banking inter- 
ests in Texas and Mr, Swinden is a practical lumberman 
of many years’ experience in the retail trade. Already 
this company has made quite a reputation on the mar- 
ket for fair dealing and prompt shipments. 


The W. H. Norris Lumber Company. 

Everybody in Texas knows W. H. Norris. He is an 
every-day, genial young lumberman, and makes friends 
and sells lumber when there is any demand for it. Mr. 
Norris said tome: “Trade is pretty tough at this time, 
but it takes a lumberman for luck, and I look for fortune 
to turn between now and fall and a good trade result 
from all this mess we have been floundering in for the 
past month. At any rate, there is no use in our getting 
svre over the situation, for that won’t bring orders. 
1 ain watching the market pretty carefully and when 
the tide turns our way I propose to hop out and get 
my share of the business. I believe prices will go con- 
siderably higher before the end of the year. We have 
had some local strikes here which have interfered with 
city trade. We are in about the same fix as people in 
the north in that regard.” 


The Behrens Manufacturing Company. 

This company manufactures sash, doors and blinds 
in one of the largest shops in the state of Texas. It 
is an aggressive firm, too, and young Mr. Behrens, who 
manages the business, told me that he did not look 
for a long continuance of dull trade. He was running 
his shop on full time and shipping considerably up the 
state. This company does quite a large western business 
and is extending its operations every month. ‘The com- 
pany also handles lumber to some extent, but its main 
business is sash, doors and blinds, 

The other concerns operating at Houston are the 
Trinity River Lumber Company, in which the Foster 
Iumber Company at Kansas City is interested; the 
Emporia Lumber Company, 8. F. Carter, well known 
in yellow pine circles, president; J. 1. Campbell; Schure- 
mann-Fall Lumber Company; the M, 'T. Jones Lumber 
Company; M. TT’. Menefee Lumber Company, and T. M. 
Richardson & Son. All of the above are in the Binz 
building, with the exception of T. M. Richardson & Son, 
who are in the Kiam building. This latter firm is an 
old established concern, who made a reputation in Okla- 
homa and whose operations became so large that they 
decided upon Houston as being a better point for their 
trade. Probably no lumbermen are better known 
throughout the Colorado, Nebraska, Oklahoma, Kansas 
and Indian Territory district than this firm. 


Back in Texarkana. 

The Texarkana operators reported that trade showed 
no improvement over the earlier part of the month, but 
they confidently looked for a fair business early in July, 
which would remain steady during the remainder of the 
year. The same opinion prevailed up the Cotton Belt 
railroad as far as Pine Bluff, and in fact most of the 
short leaf men in Arkansas, with whom I conversed, 
seemed to be firm in their conviction that the present 
situation was only a flurry and there would be at least 
five months of good business between now and next Jan- 
uary. 





REPORTED FROM ST. LOUIS. 


Sr. Louis, Mo., June 6.—AIl of St. Louis is elated 
over the passage on Monday of the bill which has been 
before congress for some time appropriating $5,000,000 
toward defraying the expenses of the exposition to be 
held in this city in 1903 to commemorate the centennial 
of the Louisiana purchase. The citizens, by popular 
subscription, have raised $5,000,000, and the city, by 
special] taxation, will raise a like amount, making in 
all $15,000,000 to be expended directly in this mam- 
moth enterprise. What this means to St. Louis can- 
not be appreciated by those not conversant with the 
local situation. The people have for so long been look- 
ing forward to the success of the efforts to raise the 
required amount of money that innumerable contem- 
plated enterprises have been held in abeyance. Now 
that the exposition is an assured fact there will undoubt- 
edly be a business revival that will be both healthy and 
lasting. 

The general trade situation has not changed since last 
report. There is a lack of energy displayed all along 
the line and it seems that nearly everyone is waiting for 


something to turn up. The labor troubles are still keep. 
ing the consumption of lumber down to a low basis and 
are preventing active figuring on large transactions, 
Present purchases of lumber are in small lots and it is 
seldom that a large bill is heard of. The majority of 
the local wholesalers report that there is a trifle more 
business stirring than there was a week ago, but not 
enough to cause comment. Everyone regards the out- 
look as particularly pleasing and attributes the lack 
of demand entirely to the labor troubles. Reports from 
the crops continue to be particularly flattering and no 
one seems to doubt that fall trade is going to be of 
large proportions. Collections are good and there is 
nothing the matter with the situation that will not be 
overcome when a settlement of the labor difficulty jis 
reached. 

The movement of lumber into and out of the city con- 
tinues in fair volume. May makes a very creditable 
showing, the reports from the railroads handling lum- 
ber to and from St. Louis showing a slight gain over 
last year. The receipts aggregated 113,484,000 feet 
and the shipments were 62,244,000 feet during the 
month, This is not nearly as heavy a movement of 
lumber as during the early spring, but the fact that 
it is ahead of last year is consoling. During the past 
week the receipts were 27,908,000 feet and the ship- 
ments were 14,052,000 feet. 

Local sales are largely confined to those of the fac- 
tories which do not directly depend upon the building 
trades and those of the wholesale hardwood yards having 
a country trade. Stocks of all kinds of lumber in this 
market are rather light and some varieties show a poor 
assortment. The hardwood yards have good stocks of 
green lumber, but there is not what might be called a 
normal stock of dry hardwoods in St. Louis. The gen- 
eral price situation has undergone practically no changes 
for at least three weeks. 

The St. Louis people are dodging the sheriff these 
days. The street car strike has reached a point where 
the police are unable to cope with the situation and 
the sheriff is forming a posse comitatus of 2,500 able 
bodied citizens to preserve the peace, quell all rioting 
and prevent the destruction of property. ‘This posse 
is being formed largely from among the leading busi- 
ness men of the city and the past few days has witnessed 
a perfect hegira of lumbermen toward the country— 
going fishing, on urgent business at the mills, settling a 
kick up north somewhere or doing almost anything else 
to get out of town for a few days. Among those lum- 
bermen who are doing duty as deputy sheriffs are Fidel 
Ganahl, E. C. Robinson, George P. Massengale, C. J. 
Behrens, C. D. Johnson, Henry Gauss, William H. 
Steele, R. B. McConnell and G. A, Gruner. As about a 
thousand more men are needed, this list will be mate- 
rially increased during the next few days. 

A trip around town in search of news is practically 
fruitless because of the inability to locate any one, Any 
number of items like the following can be secured and 
they are used as legitimate personals from this mar- 
ket: DP. B. Little is in Wequetonsing, Wis., superin- 
tending the construction of his new summer home at 
that resort. William Lothman is spending a few days 
among the cypress mills. J. J. Cochran is on a busi- 
ness trip to Chicago. Alfred Bennett is down at the 
mills of the Holladay-Klotz people looking over the 
stock situation. F, H. Smith has taken up his resi- 
dence at his summer place a few miles north of the 
city. Louis Werner is down among the Arkansas mills. 
W. A. Bonsack, M. J. Heller and W. L. Boeckeler are at 
Okawville, Ill., for a few days’ rest from business cares, 
Alcee Stewart is spending a few weeks at Brown's 
Wells, Miss., for the benefit of his health. William 
Druhe and Henry Quellmalz are attending the demo- 
cratic convention in Kansas City. It is a situation 
which has its humorous side. 

The Campbell Lumber Company, of Campbell, Mo., 
the stockholders of which are St. Louis parties, has 
increased its capital stock from $16,000 to $50,000. 

F. R. Pierce, of the Louis Werner Sawmill Company, 
an authority on railroad matters, says: “I think it well 
to agitate the question that the railroads place orders 
for more cars as the outlook is that there will be an 
unusual car shortage and that it will be very early this 
year—not later than the middle of July in starting in. 
A large number of cars are already being bunched in 
Oklahoma and other western states to move the crops, 
which are particularly heavy. The freight to be moved 
during the remainder of the year is something tremen- 
dous and the carrying power of the cars now in service 
is inadequate to meet the demands for transportation 
facilities.” , 

Every lumber office in St. Louis has a sign proml- 
nently displayed stating that the office will close on 
June 14 because of the lumbermen’s picnic. The pro- 
grams are out, making announcements as to athletic 
events, names of committees and judges, and giving all 
information concerning the affair. More interest 18 
being taken in the outing than ever before, and a bril- 
liant success is assured: 

The program is as follows: 

Program of the seventh annual picnic of the lumbermen 
of St. Louis, Creve Coeur Lake, June 14, 1900: 

General Picnic Committee. 

W. A. Bonsack, chairman; H. B. Lawrence, 8. E. Caroth- 

ers, J. A. Reheis, George B. Hibbard, John F. Scobee, B. J 


Ehnts, C. D. Johnson, C. J. Mansfield, T. H. Garrett, A. J- 
Lang, John N. Verdin, B. H. Hill. 


Amusement Committee. 


Howard Watson, chairman; J. A. Reheis, ©. R. Darlington, 
J. D. Harnett, M. J. Heller. 


Prize Committee. 
BR. H. Hill, chairman; George R. Hogg, J. W. Putnam. 
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Music Committee. 
John N. Verdin, chairman ; N. Waldstein, B. J. Ehnts, E. C. 
Robinson. 


Badge Committee. 

§. E. Carothers, chairman; George E. Hibbard, John I. 

cobee. 

ws :45 a. m.—Missouri Pacific special train leaves Union sta- 

tion, stopping for passengers at Vandeventer sta- 
tion a few minutes later. 

11:00 a. m.—Baseball game between the Pines (Reheis, cap- 

tain) and the Hardwoods (Warner, captain). 
Baseball committee—J. A. Reheis, R. W. War- 
ner, Gus Mullen, EB. R. Darlington, Gus Miller. 

12:45 p. m.——Dinner_ will be served in the dining room at 

Creve Coeur Park. 

2:30 p. m.—Athletic events: 

Ten pins. 

Cocked hat. 

Boat race. 

Shoe race. 

Potato race, girls sixteen years and under. 

Potato race, ladies. 

Fat men’s race. 

Novelty race. 

100-yard dash, boys sixteen years and under. 

Potato race for men. 

Needle race for ladies. 

100-yard dash for men. 

Starter—Howard Watson. 

Scorekeepers—Charles L. A. Beckers, L. M. Bor- 
gess. 

Judges—E. C. Robinson, F. H. Smith, Julius 
Seidel, George E. W. Luehrmann, George M. 
Griffin. 

5:15 p. m.—Preseutation of prizes. 

5:45 p. m.—'To those who desire it supper will be served at 

a cost of 25 cents per plate. 
6:45 p. m.—Cake walk, free for all. Suitable prizes will be 
awarded to successful contestants. 
Judges—H. W. Ballman, N. Waldstein, I. N. 
McCreery, Loyd G. Harris, Charles Marbes, 
Fred Heim. 
7:45 p. m.—Grand march to the train and trip home. 

Brass and string bands will be in attendance to furnish any 
kind of music desired, and there is an excellent dancing 
pavilion on the grounds. 

Fishing is excellent at the lake. Tackle can be procured 
from the boatman, and minnows are plentiful at 75 cents a 
hundred. 

Picnic will be held rain or shine. 


Reception Committee. 


Fidel Ganahl, N. W. McLeod, A. J. Neimeyer, 
chairman ; EB. H. Warner, Phin. Kimball, 
A. M. Beckers, B. H. Pollock, F. H. Smith, 
Sarpy Berthold, W. L. Boeckeler, N. Waldstein, 
c. I. Millard, S. N. Fullerton, C. BE. Neeley, 
G. A. Gruner, M. L. Fleishel, Alcee Stewart, 


C, EB. Strifier, 

J. H. Trump, 
Charles Gaertner, 
Julius Seidel, 

I’. G. Dickman, 
George T. Mickle, 
Henry O'Neil. 


Jack P Richardsou, A. A. Gruner, 

J. H. Johanning, William Druhe, 
Cc. F. Liebke, Charles Marbes, 
I. N. McCreery, Fred Heim, 

W. J. Tracy, George K. Smith, 
Geo. P. Massengale, Loyd G. Harris, 
John J. Cochran, Cc. F. Luehrmann, 
William H. Steele, 


A. C. Ramsey, of the George W. Miles Timber & Lum- 
ber Company, says he knows things are improving 
because he received two orders the same day last week. 
When seriously questioned he stated that there is more 
business than there was a week ago and that prices 
do not have to be cut to bring in the orders. There are 
a number of five to ten car railroad orders being placed, 
but very few large bills are figured upon. 

Louis Lipshitz, of A. Harris & Co., Tyler, Tex., was 
in the city a few days this week en route east. Mr. 
Lipshitz reports that Texas conditions show a marked 
improvement during the past three weeks. Prices have 
not improved, but the volume of business is very pleas- 
ing. ‘Texas crop conditions are all that could be desired 
and a heavy business during the remainder of the year is 
assured, 

Among the recent visitors in this city were W. R. 
Abbott, of Fort Smith, Ark.; C. 8. Keith, of Kansas 
City, Mo.; E. W. Frost, of Frostville, La., and W. D. 
Wadley, of Allentown, La. 





THE MISSOURI-KANSAS DISTRICT. 


Kansas City, Mo., June 5.—Indications now point to 
a gradual improvement in the demand for lumber 
throughout this entire section. Orders have come in 
since the first of the month with a little more freedom 
than has been previously noted, and there is a very 
visible improvement in the inquiry from the country. 
The country demand is bound to be heavier than it has 
been for some time, as the dealers have been reducing 
their stocks for the past month or more, and with a good 
trade in sight it behooves them to prepare for that busi- 
ness by getting in more lumber. 

The labor troubles in the various cities promise to be 
over before long. It is stated that the Omaha troubles 
have been adjusted. At Kansas City the contractors 
seem to have the best of the argument with the unions 
and a good many of the union men are now at work 
under arrangements that are apparently satisfactory 
to themselves and their employers. A number of the 
unions have withdrawn from the Building Trades Coun- 
cil, among them the carpenters’ union. This is what 
the contractors have been contending for, and the local 
dealers here think that the strike troubles will all be 
settled within a few days. They also look for quite a 
booom in house building which has been held up on 
account of the strikes, and are preparing to move lots 
of lumber during the next sixty days. 

Wholesale conditions at this point are better than 
they were a week ago. The near approach of the fall 
buying in Oklahoma and Kansas, especially in the wheat 
belt, is making the wholesalers a little more conserva- 
tive in their quotations, and there is not the scramble 
to see who could make the lowest prices that was noted 
a week or two ago. It is believed by the majority of 
the wholesalers here that the bottom has now been 
reached on yellow pine, and that the price will at least 
be firm on present quotations. Some claim that they 
are gettting a shade better prices than they did last 
month, and there is a general tendency on the part of 


the wholesalers and manufacturers of yellow pine to at 
least hold prices where they now are. The result of 
the general meeting of yellow pine manufacturers at 
St. Louis on the 7th will be awaited with interest by 
both wholesalers and retailers. 

Prospects in Indian Territory, Oklahoma and Kansas 
are more than encouraging for fall business, particu- 
larly on account of the magnificent wheat crop which is 
about to be harvested and which will throw all previous 
records into the shade. In addition the banks of these 
states are full of money, which can be had at very low 
interest, and the dealers all look for a brisk demand 
to set in directly after harvest, and to continue until 
cold weather stops building. Some say that the presi- 
dential campaign will have its usual effect, and will 
stop some building, but as a rule the dealers do not 
think it will have as great an effect on building as it 
has had in previous campaigns, 

The Mid-State Wholesale and Retail Coal Dealers’ 
Association, which was organized at Kansas City a year 
ago, and which has quite a number of members who are 
also lumber dealers, is in session today. This is the 
date set for the annual meeting, and the session today 
is merely to conform with the rules. There are only 
a few present, as it is understood by the members that 
the only business of today’s session is to vote to adjourn 
to meet again at Kansas City on July 3, the day before 
the democratic national convention convenes. There 
will be cheap rates in effect at that time, and besides 
the most of the members will want to be here then to 
see what a national convention of this kind is like. 
H. C, Taylor, of Lyons, Kas., is president and C. A. 
Cruikshank, of the Cruikshank Lumber & Coal Com- 
pany, Hannibal, Mo., is vice-president of the Mid-State 
association. 

At 4:30 p. m. today Rollin A. Norton, president of 
the Norton Lumber Company, will turn an important 
page in his history and become a benedict. The bride 
to be is Miss Annah C, Tuttle, daughter of John 8, Tut- 
tle, manager of the Rock Island Implement Company, 
and is one of Kansas City’s most charming young ladies. 
The wedding will take place at the residence of the 
bride’s parents, and the Rev. Dr, Jenkins will tie the 
nuptial knot. The wedding will be a quiet one, only the 
families being present, and at 6 o’clock this evening 
the happy couple will leave Kansas City for a couple 
of weeks and spend their honeymoon among the northern 
lakes. 





CRESCENT CITY LUMBER NOTES. 


New Orteans, La., June 5.—The lumbermen of New 
Orleans are the recipients of many congratulations 
from those who give the affairs of the city any thought. 
They are the fathers of a movement which is bound, 
sooner or later, to work to the infinite credit of the 
port and in the initiative they have taken they have 
incidentally achieved a material benefit for themselves. 

There has always been more or less friction here 
between the exporters of lumber, logs and staves and 
the ship agents. The exporters have had to submit 
to exactions which, however much they may have been 
justified, have resulted in the serious curtailment of 
the export movement and the great inconvenience of 
those who were in the exporting business. Shippers 
of lumber and lumber products have contracted for 
space and have seen the contracts disregarded. They 
have been told to have their lumber side-tracked at 
certain points on the city’s wharves and have paid car 
service because the steamship men have not lived up 
to their agreements. They have gotten the worst of 
the “more or less” clause in the shipping contracts 
unti) their hair has taken on a tinge of gray. 

The straw which broke the camel’s back, however, 
came in the shape of a circular which was reproduced 
in last week’s issue of the American Lumberman, a cir- 
cular which, issued and signed by the ship agents, laid 
down rules so impossible of fulfillment that the export- 
ers stood aghast. They knew the enforcement of the 
rules meant the death of the export trade and they 
got together. Almost every firm of prominence in this 
section interested in the export trade was either 
directly represented or in accord with the spirit which 
gave birth to the meeting. At this gathering a per- 
manent organization was formed and, in the broad spirit 
of patriotism which marks the lumberman at any and 
all stages of every game it was determined to throw 
no restrictions around the order but to admit the 
eligibility of any exporter for membership, no matter 
what his particular branch of business happened to be. 

The meeting at which the organization was born 
was held in the offices of Lucas E. Moore & Co. There 
were present, beside the representative freight brokers 
of the port, the representatives of A. Baldwin & Co., 
Limited, Francis Xiques & Co., Lutcher & Moore Cypress 
Lumber Company, W. W. Carre & Co., C. A. Rumpf, 
W. T. Jay, Lucas E. Moore & Co., McLaughlin, Harri- 
son & Co., the Sutherland-Innes Company, E. B. Will- 
iams & Co., Schuet & Kiehn and the Southern Cypress 
Company. 

It was the sense of the meeting that some action 
was necessary to preserve the interests of the export- 
ers. It was not the idea of those who were present 
that it would be the best course to antagonize the 
steamship agents. On the contrary it was the idea of 


every man in attendance that the interests of the 
exporter and the steamship agents were closely linked 
and that what could work for the advantage of one 
would ultimately result in the gain of the other. It 
was determined that the exporters of New Orleans 
would sign no shipping contracts under the rules of the 
circular letter promulgated by the steamship agents, 
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and that a permanent organization should be effected 
which would not only look after matters pertaining to 
shipments, but any other business affecting the inter- 
ests of the exporters. A committee on by-laws was 
appointed and W. A. Powell, of the Sutherland-Innes 
Company, was named as president, while W. K. Knox, 
of Lucas E. Moore & Co., was chosen secretary. Mr. 
Powell, as the representative of the newly organized 
body, was empowered to call on the steamship agents 
and inform them of the conclusion which had been 
reached. 

On the next day Mr. Powell did call on the steam- 
ship agents and was received by them in the happiest 
kind of style. He was told that the agents had no 
wish to hamper in any way the exportation of lumber 
through the port of New Orleans and that if the rules 
were obnoxious they would be revoked. The agents 
suggested that a conference be called between the steam- 
ship men and the exporters and the differences adjusted. 
This course will be pursued. In the meantime the 
regulations embodied in the circular letter are ineffective 
and the committee on by-laws is working hard. 

The McDonald-Thompson Milling Company has been 
organized at Williamsburg, Miss., with a capital of 
$25,000. The order for machinery had been placed for 
delivery by June 15. The company’s office is located 
at Collins, 

Houston Burkett, of the Rogers-Burkett Lumber Com- 
pany, Williamsburg, Miss., while superintending the plac- 
ing of some trestle timbers last week, had his left hand 
badly crushed. 

The offices of J. D. Lacey & Co., on the sixth floor 
of the Hennen building, have been closed for the sum- 
mer, headquarters having been removed to the Chicago 
offices. Mr. Lacey was in the city for a few days last 
week, but left yesterday and Mr. Beal went to Bluff- 
ton this morning. When he completes his business 
there he will go direct to Chicago. 


A NEW ORLEANS MANUFACTURING POOL. 


New Orteans, La., June 5.—The largest pool of 
lumber manufacturing interests this city has ever known 
has been practically effected and all that now remains 
is to work out the details of the organization. The 
companies which have joined their interests are: 

The Berwick Lumber Company, Limited; Charles R. 
Brownell, president; C. W. Moore, secretary; valuation of 
plant, $40,000; machinery, $20,000. 

The Central Manufacturing & Lumber Company, Limited ; 
R. H. Hackney, president; L. J. Fleury, secretary ; valuation 
of plant, $35,000; machinery, $14,500. 

American Manufacturing Company, Limited; G. H. Stock- 
ton, president ; W. B. Wilson, general manager ; valuation of 
plant, $30,000; machinery, $15,500. 

Crescent City Manufacturing Company; Henry Frie, presi- 
dent; John C. Dodt, secretary and treasurer; valuation of 
plant, $35,000; machinery, $12,000. 

These figures show the result of an inventory taken 
when the combine was first talked of. They fix the 
amount involved at close to a quarter of a million 
dollars. 

The American and Crescent companies are both manu- 
facturers of sash, doors and blinds. It is the idea of 
the gentlemen who have engineered the combination to 
so adjust matters that one of the plants will be de- 
voted entirely to turning out hardwoods, a second to 
fancy contract stuff, a third to yard stéck, and the 
fourth to plain contract stuff. In this way it is expected 
to accomplish a great deal in the way of saving. 

The idea is thought to be a good one and the arrange- 
ment is practically certain to go through. One of the 
parties to the plan said today that he thought every- 
thing would be fixed up all right. Of course there 
was a world of detail to be worked out before the pool 
could be actually effected, but this was being pushed 
to completion as fast as possible and would soon be 
finished, when steps would be taken to formally launch 
the company. 


AMONG THE CALCASIEU MILLS. 


WESTLAKE, La., June 4.—Calcasieu saw mills as a 
rule are proof against an ordinary summer drizzle, 
but the precipitation of water—wet water, at that—last 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday was too much for even 
a Calcasieu saw mill and in consequence every mill 
lost from one to three days in sawing and shipping. 
The planers succumbed early in the action. 

During an interval of ten or twelve days of dry 
weather up to last week the trade had recovered some- 
what from its lethargy and shipments were going for- 
ward nicely. 

Prices, if not improved, are steadier. New lists are 
being gotten oa the larger firms who generally mean 
what they say. 1ile prices are somewhat lower on com- 
mon grades, still the range is higher than the figures 
secured previous to the issuance of the lists. 

The saw mills continue to be crowded with sawing 
orders for all kinds of special stock. The shipments 
are not confined to any particular locality nor to any 
one branch of industry. Quite a number of orders 
for heavy piece stuff are being filled for points east 
of the Mississippi river. Mexico is still taking her quota 
and export schedules seem plentiful. The railroads 
evidently have no fears for the future and are laying — 
in good supplies of track and shop material. 

Crop reports from the territory that looks to this 
section for its supply of lumber are excellent and this 
is having a good effect on the lumber business, not so 
much on immediate shipments as in giving an encour- 
aging outlook for the future. Several large wholesalers 
from leading distributing points have been recent vis- 
itors, endeavoring to place orders for future delivery, 
but local mill men don’t take kindly to that kind of 
business. 

The Norris mill, which has been idle for want of 
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timber for some months, is being overhauled and put in 
shape for a long run. It will start up early next week. 
It is stated that J. B. Watkins will supply the timber 
and capital to operate the plant. 

The Bradley-Ramsay Lumber Company last week 
shipped a solid train of export lumber to Germany via 
Sabine Pass. Mr. Ramsay is touring the northern and 
western cities, accompanied by Mrs. Ramsay, on a mis- 
sion of business and pleasure. ; 

The Perkin & Miller Lumber Company is preparing 
to install a new battery of boilers at its saw mill. This 
will increase the power by 200-horse power. It has also 
placed an order for a large engine of special design 
and is now building a brick fuel house at the plant. 

Last week some ill advised reporter stated in a local 
paper that owing to a falling off in the demand for 
Jumber all the small mills on the Watkins route and 
on the Pee Gee were shut down. This brought forth 
vehement protests and denials in the shape of half a 
dozen letters to the editor from the mill men saying 
they were all right, had all the work they could handle 
and that the news of the slump had not yet reached 
them. 


IN THE SABINE DISTRICT. 

Oranog, Tex., June 4.—On last Monday the lumber 
manufacturers of Orange were notified by Major H. M. 
Adams, of the government engineering corps at New 
Orleans, that in accordance with the recent act of con- 
gress regulating the running of timber on navigable 
streams, the secretary of war proposed to issue an 
order preventing the running of loose logs or sack rafts 
on the Sabine river and providing that timber must be 
rafted together in rafts of a certain size and providing 
other burdensome and unnecessary regulations. As the 
enforcement of such an order meant an almost death 
blow to the lumber industry here, a delegation of mill 
men left at once for New Orleans to lay the matter 
before Major Adams in the proper light and endeavor 
to secure exemption from any such order. The delega- 
tion consisted of W. H. Stark, secretary-treasurer 
Lutcher & Moore Lumber Company; George W. Bancroft, 
secretary-treasurer Bancroft Lumber Company; C. F. 
Pannewitz, general manager Orange and Wingate lum- 
ber companies; L. Miller, president L. Miller Lumber 
& Shingle Company, and J. W. Link, representing Alex- 
ander Gilmer. Congressman 8. B. Cooper, of Beaumont, 
accompanied the delegation and assisted them in get- 
ting their statements properly before the government 
authorities. They made an exhaustive statement of 
the lumber industry, and all the other industries depend- 
ent upon it in this section, and pointed out that the 
passage of such an order would not benefit any boats 
at all, as all the boats on the Sabine river derived their 
entire revenue from the mills and logging camps. Major 
Adams received them courteously, gave attention to 
their claims and assured the visiting mill men that he 
would report to the secretary of war adversely to the 
enactment of such an order. 

The past week has shown a decidedly better tone to 
the interior market and manufacturers here believe that 
the worst of the dull season is over and that from 
now on an increasing demand for yard stock may be 
expected. Inquiries from retail yards are coming in 
more freely and they are now beginning to call for 
larger quantities, indicating that the dealers are begin- 
ning to realize that lumber will more likely increase in 
price than go lower and are preparing to stock up their 
depleted yards. Inquiries for 100 carlots are frequent 
and, though not always followed by orders, go to show 
the trend of the market and manufacturers are con- 
siderably encouraged over the outlook. Enormous wheat 
crops are being harvested in Texas and unless weather 
conditions unfavorable to the gathering and marketing 
of the crop appear, the demand from the state will soon 
be larger than ever before. 

For export material of all kinds, for car building 
material, for ties, stringers and heavy timbers of all 
kinds, the demand is just as urgent as it has been at any 
time this season and the mills are all loaded up with 
all of this class of business they can handle. While the 
saws are humming to their limit and turning out large 
quantities of material every day, exporters are at hand 
with more bills to keep them going and they are not 
allowed to lag at all. Despite unfavorable freight rates 
and the scarcity of tonnage, the movement of lumber 
by water is increasing and shipments for this month for 
export will doubtless go considerably above the average. 

The Orange and Wingate lumber companies are com- 
pleting the cargo of the bark Maria della Guardia, for 
Buenos Ayres, are loading the barkentine Nellie M. 
Slade, for Daiquiri, Cuba, are sending a cargo of square 
timber to the ship Marabout for Liverpool, are sending 
a shipment of 300,000 feet to a steamship at Galveston, 
and are getting out material for other cargoes for which 
vessels have been chartered. 

The Lutcher & Moore Lumber Company this week 
booked an order for a cargo of lumber for shipment to 
Ponce, Porto Rico, and have several cargo orders on 
their books for shipment to Mexico. 

The Sabine Export Company and the Morgan Lumber 
Company both have vessels under charter that will be due 
soon at Sabine Pass and that will keep the mills here 
hustling to supply cargoes. 

The Morgan Lumber Company’s mill at Lemon Switch, 
twelve miles north of Orange, has resumed operations 
after being shut down for some time, while side tracks 
and trams were being constructed. 

George H. Huggins, manager of the Sabine Export 
Company, left Saturday for New York, from whence he 
will sail-June 9 on the steamship Etruria for 


Liverpool, and will spend four months touring the 
lumber markets of the old world. He will visit Liver- 
pool, London, Hamburg, Hull, Paris, the French channel 
ports and a number of Italian ports and thoroughly post 
himself as to lumber conditions. He will take in the 
Paris exposition while away. 

J. M. Rockwell, of the M. T. Jones Lumber Company, 
Houston, spent a couple of days in Orange this week. 

T. M, Richardson, of T. M. Richardson & Son, Hous- 
ton, Tex., and Oklahoma City, Okla., was an Orange 
visitor during the week, spending a day with the lumber 
fraternity. 

F, W. Greer, manager of the Texas Arm & Pin Com- 
pany, of Beaumont, spent a day here during the week. 

G. Bedell Moore, vice-president of the Lutcher & 
Moore Lumber Company, came in from his headquarters 
at San Antonio, and remained a week here looking after 
his interests. 


A NEW TEXAS MILL PLANT. 

The Dealey Lumber Company, whose general office is 
located at Dallas, Tex., has just completed a saw and 
planing mill plant that is strictly up to date in every 
respect. The saw mill is located on Hendrick’s lake, 
on the border of Panola and Rusk counties, in eastern 
Texas, and the planing mill is located at Flanigan City, 
in the same district. The lake opens into the Sabine 
river, thus affording ample facilities for floating logs 
for miles above the mill. The capacity of the lake is in 
excess of 3,000,000 feet of logs and will be used for stor- 
age purposes largely. The capacity of the mill is about 
40,000 feet a day and it is equipped throughout with 
the most modern devices. The dry kilns are also of 
modern pattern and of corresponding capacity. The 
planing mill is equipped largely with the machinery of 
the Hall & Brown Woodworking Machine Company, of 
St. Louis, Mo., and is a model plant in the essential 
requirements for making perfect stock at a minimum 
cost. The product of this new plant, added to the mill 
cuts which the company controls in that territory, places 
it in position to handle orders in a way that will be 
satisfactory even to the most fastidious dealers. The 
company will make a specialty of its “Panola county 
boxing,” clear finish and heart stock. 








AROUND ABOUT SIOBILE. 

MosiLe, Ata., June 4.—The exports of wood goods 
from this port for the past week show an increase over 
those of the previous week. Prices are a trifle weaker, 
as is shown in sawn timber, which is now quoted at 154 
cents, while the contracting price is 15 cents. Stocks are 
small; probably three medium-sized steamers would clear 
the market of any stocks now in the booms. The exports 
for the past week. were: Lumber, 3,030,947 superficial 
feet; sawn timber, 407,263 cubic feet; hewn timber, 
122,989 cubic feet, and hardwoods, 333,685 feet, nearly 
one-half of which latter was oak. 

The curtailment of output caused by the recent rains 
and the general strikes at saw mill plants will do a 
great deal to keep prices up. Indeed, it is probable 
that the causes named above will bring about a great 
scarcity of material for export. Those in authority tell 
us that the demand next fall will be greater and that 
prices will be higher than ever before. Be that as it may, 
it seems to us that it will be a serious problem for the 
exporter who sells far ahead for next season’s delivery, 
as everything points to a short cut. = 

It is evident that the Cuban demand is falling off, and 
the lumber buyer would have us believe that prices 
have dropped clean out of sight, and to clinch his argu- 
ment he recites mechanically his little story, the drift 
of which is that his firm (7?) had 2,000,000 feet refused 
after the vessel reached Cuba. Your correspondent went 
to some trouble to get the facts in this case and learned 
than said 2,000,000 feet had never been sold, but was 
shipped on the chance of being sold while it was “swim- 
ming,” and, as usual, the scheme failed to work. The 
Cubans know an “easy thing” when they run over it. 
The last quotation that the writer had direct from 
Cuba was $23 ec. i. f., and we presume these prices are 
obtaining at present. 

H. C. Herring, of the Moss Point Lumber Company, 
Moss Point, Miss., said yesterday: “The last Cuban 
schedule we sold netted us $13, and we have an oppor- 
tunity to duplicate it at the same price. If there is any 
great slump in Cuban prices it must be in Havana, as 
that market is overdone. Our trade is outside of 
Havana, and we find prices quite satisfactory.” 


YELLOW PINE CUT AND 
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All the mills in the city are running, while those in 
the country are making about half time, or, in other 
words, they run “between showers.” During the past 
week it has rained almost continually, and the woods are 
in such a condition that the hauling of logs is practically 
impossible. 

Prime logs are quoted at $7 to $10 a thousand, accord- 
ing to size and quality. The stocks are small, with little 
coming in, 

The Phenix Mill Company, Bluff Springs, Fla., has just 
completed a combination shingle and saw mill. The mill 
is modern in every detail and occupies a desirable posi- 
tion, having water transportation with Pensacola, in ad- 
dition to a spur connecting with the main line of the 
Louisville & Nashville railroad.. The company has a 
full supply of pine and cypress on. hand. 

The strike at Moss Point, Miss., has passed into his- 
tory as a flat failure from the strikers’ standpoint. 
Denny & Co.’s mills are the only ones shut down at 
present, and this shut down is more on account of neces- 
sary repairs than from a scarcity of labor. The strike 
has not at any time affected the mills at Scranton, Miss, 

The serious illness of S. D. Thayer, secretary and 
manager of the J. E. North Lumber Company, Bond, 
Miss., is a source of much concern to his friends. Two 
physicians and a skilled nurse from New Orleans are in 
attendance, and an improvement in his condition is 
noted. Mr. Thayer is a man who is needed in the posi- 
tion he so well fills in the lumber industry of this 
territory, and his friends hope to see him soon able to 
“take hold” once more. 

The new mill of the Sullivan Timber Company, at 
Mobile, is being erected rapidly. The order for the 
machinery has been placed with the Filer & Stowell 
Company, Milwaukee, Wis. 

George E. Youle, the hustling representative of the 
S. A. Woods Machine Company, Boston, Mass., is among 
the mills of this section. Mr. Youle reports business 
satisfactory. 


MEETING OF N. C. PINE MANUFACTURERS. 


Norrotk, Va., June 2.—At the monthly meeting of 
the North Carolina Pine Association, which was held 
Tuesday, May 31, at Norfolk, Va., there was an unani- 
mous opinion expressed that showed very conclusively 
the spirit in which the meeting was held, from the fact 
that it was unanimous to sustain prices. 

The meeting was brought to order in due form by 
President John L. Roper, with Secretary Russell at 
his desk, and the roster herewith shows a very full and 
thoroughly representative meeting, as follows: 

Rh. 8. Cohn, Roanoke Railway & Lumber Company. 

Rh. J. Camp, Camp Manufacturing Company. 

J. W. Branning, Branning Manufacturing Company. 

If. Corwin, jr., Branning Manutacturing Company. 

W. P. Jackson, Jackson Bros. Company. 

S. P. Ryland, jr., Ryland & Brooks Lumber Company. 

Frank Hitch, Frank Hitch Lumber Company. 

I. B, Freeman, Atlantic Coast Lumber Company. 

G. W. Truitt, G. W. Truitt & Co. 

li. W. Blake, North Carolina Lumber Company. 

J. Sam. Wright, Butters Lumber Company. 

John A, Arringdale, Cape Fear Lumber Company. 

John L. Roper, John L. Roper Lumber Company. 

I. C. Fosburgh, Cummer Company. 

John Peart, John Peart & Co. 

W. R. McKinney, Petersburg, Va. 

There was a rumor afloat last week to the effect that 
certain members of the association had undersold the 
list. Upon investigation it was found that no credit 
was to be placed in the statement, and that it was 
undoubtedly circulated for the purpose of making 
trouble. The association at the present time is in a 
healthy condition, and the unanimity of spirit shown 
at this meeting certainly indicates a healthy growth 
and places the association in a very strong position. 

Orders and inquiries are coming in to an encouraging 
degree, caused conclusively by the attitude of the manu- - 
facturers taking a fair and determined stand upon the 
price question. ° 

While it is true that there is some underselling being 
done—and where will such business not be found?— 
the element carrying with it the brains, money and 
experience in this section propose to realize upon their 
investments or they will know the rason why. 

To recite a little instance of the week: A well-known 
firm ordered a small.shipment a few days previous to 
Thursday’s meeting of the association, and on Friday 
wired doubling the order, making a full cargo, showing 
they found nothing in holding off and had to have the 
lumber. Letters and telegram from eastern, western 
and southern lumber centers of a most encouraging na- 
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ture were received here by members of the association, 
giving indisputable reasons for standing by their lists, 
which ‘had the effect of strengthening an already strong 
situation, as the North Carolina pine contingent had no 
idea of doing anything but hold their ground. Mills 
will continue to be operated four days out of the week 
during June and follow out this rule during July, if 
necessary, and a number of the small inland mills have 
shut down entirely, preferring to save what little timber 
they have. 


YELLOW PINE MEN SEE LIGHT. 


[Special to the American Lumberman.] 

Sr. Louris, Mo., June 7.—A general meeting of the 
members of the Southern Lumber Manufacturer’s Asso- 
ciation was held here today at the Southern hotel to 
discuss prevailing conditions. Representatives from 
Louisiana, Arkansas, Missouri, Mississippi and Ala- 
bama were present. The session was devoted to indi- 
vidual expressions as to stocks, demand and prices, with 
suggestions regarding curtailment of output. Owing to 
scarcity of labor in the mill districts, it was stated 
that the June, July and August output would undoubt- 
edly be curtailed one-third or more below the normal 
production. 

A committee was appointed with the end in view 
of issuing a new list in the near future, which is 
expected will show a considerable advance over pres- 
ent values. 

It was the unanimous opinion that demand would be 
decidedly heavier soon, which fact, added to the pros- 
pective car shortage and low stocks in the yards, 
would warrant a firmer market. 

Statistics received stated that 7,000 yards through- 
out the country were each from three to five carloads 
shorter of stocks than a year ago. 

The general sentiment expressed was that present 
demand was light owing to concessions offered, added 
to the prevailing strikes in the building centers. 


LITIGATION AND TROUBLE. 


A somewhat interesting shipping point has been 
decided in a recent case in New Orleans, in which a stave 
shipper sued a steamship company for damages because 
it refused to accept staves for shipment in a wet con- 
dition, after having contracted for shipping. The court 
decided (Lafont vs. Hall & Robbins) that the master 
of a ship is not obliged to accept merchandise unless 
it is in good shipping order, but that preponderant evi- 
dence points out that staves are in merchantable condi- 
tion whether wet or dry. In the absence of any posi- 
tive acknowledgment on the part of the shipper to 
deliver dry staves, it was held that the steamship com- 
pany could not refuse wet ones, even although the ves- 
sel was a grain carrying one; the responsibility in such 
a case, according to the regulations of the court, lying 
with the master to see that the wet staves did no injury 
to the grain. The court further stated that while the 
plaintiff no doubt knew that part at least of his staves 
would likely be used to secure grain and that wet staves 
should not be used for that purpose, he did not and could 
not know that no other staves and no other cargo were 
to be taken, or that grain would be loaded in all the 
holds, and he did know that there were at least two com- 
partments in the ship (lazaret and forepeak) wherein 
grain either could not, or at least usually was not put. 

* * * 








Under these circumstances, and paying a full rate of 
freight for the staves which he was to ship, he had 
the right to presume, what the defendants no doubt 
intended at the moment of the contract and afterwards 
did-in part that they would use such portion of his 
cargo as might be available to secure the grain or part 
thereof, and place the rest in some part of the ship 
away from the grain. 

* * 7 

It so happened on this occasion, either because the 
barges on which the staves were delivered leaked more 
than usual, or because of the rain or, perhaps, because 
the captain of the vessel or maritime inspector might 
have been more particular than usual, that a greater 
proportion of the staves were “too damp to pass mus- 
ter,” than had been anticipated, and hence the trouble. 





Certain banks have made objection to the accounting 
of ‘the receivers of the Trenton Falls Lumber Company 
at Utica, N. Y., and the case is up for hearing. 


Lucas Kells, receiver for N. P. Clarke & Co., who 
failed a couple of years ago at Duluth, Minn., has begun 
suit against Clara C. McClure, a relative of Mr. Clarke, 
to recover certain property for the benefit of general 
creditors, which it is charged was transferred really 
under date of April 29, 1895, though nominally under 
date of March 3, 1894. 


The suit of the United States government against the 
Pine River Logging Company, John §. Pillsbury, C. A. 
Smith and Joel B. and W. L. Bassett, for $460,000 for 
alleged illegal timber cutting on the upper Mississippi 
river Indian reservations, will come up for its third hear- 
ing next month in the federal court at Minneapolis before 
Judge Amidon. 

The case of Roehr & Sons, of Bucyrus, O., against 
Watson H. Bliss & Sons, of Hartford, Conn., for alleged 
infringement of a patent for making door frames, has 
; n decided by the United States court of appeals in 
— of the defendants, on the ground that the patented 
eatures do not embody any ideas beyond the common 
skill of the carpenter’s calling. 

5. W. Corlett, Portsmouth, Va., and James H. Corlett, 
. Suffolk, Va., have been appointed receivers of the 

est Norfolk Lumber Company, whose plant was re- 


cently destroyed by fire. The liabilities are said to be 
about $40,000 and assets about $30,000. The petiti 

for receivers were the Gray Lumber Company, of Sussex, 
and the Brunswick Lumber Company and the Camp 
Manufacturing Company, of Franklin. 





RETIREMENT OF PRESIDENT ROBINSON. 


A great many people, because of business associa- 
tion or personal friendship, deplore the fact that owing 
to serious illness D. B. Robinson, president of the St. 
Louis & San Francisco railroad, has tendered his resig- 
nation to the board of directors, which has accepted it 
with much regret. 

For a good many years Mr. Robinson has been a part 
of the railroad development of the west and south. He 
is a native of Vermont, having been born at St, Albans 
in 1847. When nineteen years old he began his rail- 
road service as freight clerk in the Central Vermont 
offices in his native town, but three years later he went 
to Sacramento, Cal., where he became chief clerk in the 
mechanical department of the Central Pacific and ever 
since has been identified with the railroad business in 
the west and south. 

From 1870 to 1880 he was successively agent, assist- 
ant superintendent and general superintendent of the 
New Orleans & Mobile. Then for two years he was 
general manager of the Sonora railway, Mexico, then he 
was general superintendent and then general manager 
of the Mexican Central. This brought him up to 1885. 
Then he was general manager of the Atlantic & Pacific 
and after that of the Colorado Midland. In 1889 he 
was appointed assistant to the president of the Atlantic 
& Pacific and shortly became general manager. In 1891 
he was appointed general manager of the San Antonio 
& Aransas Pass road and in June, 1892, was elected 
its president. In May, 1893, he became president of 
the Santa Fe, Prescott & Phoenix, and subsequently 
first vice president of the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe. 
When the old St. Louis & San Francisco railroad was 
reorganized he was elected president and held that 
position until his resignation was accepted, May 15. 

For some time past Mr. Robinson has been in bad 
health. It was a case of nervous collapse, consequent 
upon his unremitting and too intense application to the 








D. B. ROBINSON. 


duties of his position. The break-down came about four 
months ago. He was confined to his room in Chicago 
for several weeks and a short vacation in California 
seemed to recuperate him, but return to his business 
duties brought about a relapse and so entirely of his 
own motion and much to the regret of the directors 
and stockholders of the road, whose interests he had 
so ably conserved, he tendered his resignation. 

He is a man who possesses a rare combination of the 
qualities of a financier and a practical railroad man, 
and, furthermore, is of'an extremely social disposition. 
He therefore became very popular, not only with his 
railroad associates but with patrons of the road and 
everyone who came in touch with him either in a 
business or social way. 

It seems to be an assured fact that he will be suc- 
ceeded by B. F. Yoakum, who has been vice-president 
and general manager of the company. He is the logical 
successor of President Robinson and is a man who 
will, as far as one individually can take the place of 
another, prove a worthy successor. 

Mr. Yoakum’s railroad history has also been identified 
with the south and west. Previous to 1888 he was traf- 
fic manager and assistant general manager of the San 
Antonio & Aransas Pass. Then until July, 1890, was 
general manager of the same road and then for two 
years receiver, returning from that position to that 
of traffic manager. His next service was with the Gulf, 
Colorado & Santa Fe railway as general manager and 
third vice-president, and then he became an executive 
officer of the St. Louis & San Francisco. He has, there- 
fore, had wide experience in the railroad service and is 
especially familiar with the territory covered by the 
road of which, by the time this issue of the Lumber- 
man reaches its readers, he will probably be president. 





s 
Hoo-Hoo Doings. 
At Shreveport, La., [May 12. 
Officers: Snark, James E. Long; senior Hoo-Hoo, 
A. M. Dodd; Junior Hoo-Hoo, F. G. Snyder; Bojum, 
W. M. Jameson; Scrivenoter, E. B. Rand; Jabberwock, 
J. C. Hatch; Custocatian, N. W. Buckelew; Arcanoper, 
C. S. Woodworth; Gurdon, E. L. Heldwein. 
Initiates: 
James Samuel Atkinson, Ruston, La. 
James Stamps Crowell, Long Leaf, La. 
John Calhoun Douglass, Myrtistown, La. 
Francis Joseph Prunes Hortig, Long Leaf, La. 
Emmett Leroy Kidd, Ruston, La. 
John Jacob Kinghore, Shreveport, La. 
Leo Leatherbelting Loeb, New York, N. Y. 


Hon. No. 50, Ben Hotstuff Holzman, Shreveport, La. 
Hon, No, 51, James Hopkins Ross, Shreveport, La. 





At Parkersburg, W. Va., May 30. 


Officers: Snark, F. O. Havener; Senior Hoo-Hoo, 
F, A, Kirby; Junior Hoo-Hoo, Samuel E. Barr; Bojum, 
L. R. Hawes; Scrivenoter, E. L. Davidson; Jabber- 
wock, H, A. Hollowell; Custocatian, R. M. Smith; 
Arcanoper, E, Stringer Boggess; Gurdon, H. D. Henry. 

Initiates: 

John Henry Becker, Marietta, O. 

William Edwin Douglass, Jefferson, O. 

George Lewis Dudley, Parkersburg, W. Va. 

Frederick Hagerstown Fowler, Clarksburg, W. Va. 

Archibald Henry Goad, Flat Woods, W. Va. 

John Riley Goad, Flat Wash, W. Va. 

Stephen Lob Gould, Parkersburg, W. Va. 

John Teamster Johnson, Palmer, W. Va. 

Clarence Edwin Latimer Parr, Clarksburg, W. Va. 

R. Herbert Ross, Waverly, W. Va. 

William Thomas Schuanfer, Marietta, O. 

John Huss Parry Smith, Parkersburg, W. Va. 

William Dixon Smith, Liverpool, W. Va. 

Alfred James String, Parkersburg, W. Va. 


At Philadelphia, Pa., May 28. 


Officers: Snark, F. T. Rumbarger; Senior Hoo-Hoo, 
W. S. Harris; Junior Hoo-Hoo, E. N. Heath; Bojum, 
Henry H. Banners; Scrivenoter, James N. Holloway; 
Jabberwock, St. George Bond; Custocatian, A. E. Ben- 
ners; Arcanoper, W. Oliver Vivarttas; Gurdon, J. J. 
Rumbarger. 

Initiates: 

John Miller Burns, Elizabeth, W. Va. 

Harry Hendricks Cassel, Philadelphia. 

Frederick Justin Cronin, Utica, N. Y. 

Joseph Penrose Dunwody, Philadelphia. 

John Burket Watson, Cumberland, Md. 


At [lacon, Ga., May 31. 


Officers: Snark, W. 8S. Wilson; Senior Hoo-Hoo, A. D. 
Schofield; Junior Hoo-Hoo, J. W. Byrne; Bojum, M. M. 
Ansley; Scrivenoter, W. W. Hardwick; Jabberwock, 
N. B. Wright; Custocatian, H. Schall; Arcanoper, Dave 
Harvard; Gurdon, Paul A. Wright. 

Initiates: 

Miles Richard Meadows, Macon. 

Robert Stevens Morris, Macon. 





HYMENEAL. 





Lamb-Emerson. 

On Thursday, May 31, was celebrated a unique 
wedding at the home of Mr. and Mrs. George H. 
Emerson, at Palo Alto, Cal. It was a double event 
and united their daughters Florence and Alice to Charles 
W. Miller and Frank H. Lamb, respectively, The per- 
manent residence of Mr. and Mrs. Emerson is at 
Hoquiam, Wash., where Mr. Emerson is head of the 
Northwestern Lumber Company, one of the leading 
manufacturing concerns of the state. The young ladies, 
we understand, have just graduated from Leland Stan- 
ford, jr., University, which accounts for the temporary, 
residence of the family at Palo Alto. Frank H. Lamb 
was for some time connected with the timber opera- 
tions of the Northwestern Lumber Company, but 
recently has been logging on his own account. Mr. 
Lamb is a graduate in forestry and has contributed 
numerous valuable articles to scientific journals and to 
the American Lumberman. 





Wolter-Hilgendorf. 


The marriage of Henry Wolter, of the office force of 
the D.'S. Pate Lumber Company, Fisher building, this 
city, to Miss Helen Hilgendorf, was celebrated in this 
city on Thursday evening June 7, at the German Evan- 
gelical Lutheran church, corner of Johnson and Nine- 
teenth streets, this city, in the presence of quite a large 
number of friends and relatives. Mr. Wolter has 
been connected with the D. S. Pate Lumber Company 
and its predecessor for eight years past and is well 
known as a capable and intelligent young lumberman. 
His employers, as well as his many friends in the lum- 
ber trade, wish him a lifetime of happiness and _pros- 


perity. 





McCorkle-Kennedy. 

Merton R. McCorkle and Miss Esther Kennedy were 
married at Jacksonville, Fla., May 20. The m is a 
member of the lumber firm of McCorkle & Sons, with 
mills at East Stone Gap and Duffield, Va. 
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Table Showing Exact Amount and Kinds of Lumber Suparted From Every Port of the United States for:-the Month Ending April 30, 1900. 
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CANADIAN LUMBER MATTERS. 


Ovrawa, Ont., June 2.—The lumber trade on the 
Pacific coast is reported as being very active at pres- 
ent and giving employment to large numbers of men. 
This season, it is said, gives promise of being the best 
the lumber trade interests ever experienced in British 
Columbia. In Vancouver, it is stated, one mill alone 
has contracted for the supply of 22,000,000 feet of 
lumber for the foreign trade and was obliged to refuse 
a contract for 10,000,000 feet more. Another mill 
expects to ship 50,000,000 feet of lumber before Novem- 
ber, a large portion of which will go to Shanghai, to 
be used for the construction of works on the Trans- 
Siberian railway. 

According to reports received at the Ontario depart- 
ment of crown lands from the lumber agent at Rat 
Portage, Ont., the forest fires in the Rainy river dis- 
trict are the worst on record and unless a heavy fall 
of rain comes speedily the loss will be immense. An 
extra force of forest rangers was sent into the burn- 
ing districts, but their efforts were ineffective in view 
of the extent of the fires. T. Dyment, the Barrie lum- 
berman, states that the forest fires in the north of 
Ontario are the worst he ever knew. The logs lying 
on the bank of the streams were burning. Men were 
working day and night to keep off the fires which 
they attempted.to do by clearing the land and by dig- 
ging trenches but without success. Nothing will avail 
now but copious rainfalls and the rivers are actually 
drying up for want of it. 

The great sale of some 10,000 square miles of Quebec 
crown timber limits which took place at Quebec on 
June 30, drew the largest attendance of lumbermen 
and others interested ever present on a like occa- 
sion. They came from all parts of Ontario, Quebec 
and New Brunswick. Hon. Mr. Parent, commissioner 
ef erown lands, presided. The bidding was not spirited, 
except in a few cases, the upset prices put upon the 
lots by the government being, as a rule, considered too 
high. The principle purchasers were D, C. Edwards 
and E. B. Eddy, of Ottawa, and L. Rinfret, in the 
upper and lower Ottawa agencies, where lots brought 
from $61, the lowest per square mile, to $143, the high- 
est. In the Saguenay agency many of the lots had 
to be withdrawn for want of bidders. 


The Export Lumber Company lost $800,000 in the. 


recent Hull-Ottawa fire, but their stock was fully cov- 
ered by insurance, and all the companies doing insur- 
ance business in Canada are sharers in the loss. The 
msurance adjusters have adjusted this loss and they 
Place it at the figure mentioned above. 

The city of Hull has adopted its new fire by-law. If 
4 lumberman in Hull piles over 10,000 feet of lumber. 
near property owned by another person, the lumber- 


man must put up a stone wall two feet thick and 
four feet higher than any adjoining building, or else 
he must not pile his lumber nearer than forty feet 
to any other buildings. These are the features of the 
new Hull fire by-law as it affects lumber. New build- 
ings, also, must be fire proof all over the city and no 
iron cased wood buildings will be allowed. Some plan- 
ing mill proprietors wanted permission to erect this 
class of structure, but the Hull council would not 
consent, 

The question as to how the fire swept section of the 
city of Ottawa will be rebuilt still remains to be 
solved. At the meeting of the city council the by-law 
dealing with the piling of lumber and the character 
of buildings to be erected within the city limits was 
defeated by a vote of 12 to 11, the effect, for the 
present, being to leave the regulations as they stood 
before the fire. There is, however, a widespread feel- 
ing throughout the city and the whole country, that some 
kind of restriction should be imposed to safeguard 
the capital from a recurrence of the recent disaster, 
and it is understood that in the near future another 
by-law not so stringent will be proposed which will 
more accurately represent the views of the council. 
As matters now stand the lumbermen are not satis- 
fied; and had the by-law carried it is contended that 
the workmen would have had grounds for complaint as 
they would have been required to build houses of a 
particular class, whilst lumbermen would have been 
allowed to pile lumber within the city limits, a con- 
cession which, it is argued, would involve a discrim- 
ination even though it was hedged about with condi- 
tions and restrictions in the by-law. 





NEW BRUNSWICK CONDITIONS. 


Sr. Joun, N. B., June 4.—Reports from the great 
rivers are to the effect that all the large drives are prac- 
tically in safe waters. 

Forest fires last week did a great deal of damage td 

timber in the southern part of the province, in St. John, 
Kings, Charlotte and Albert counties. The mill of Theo- 
dore Titus, at Titusville, Kings county, was destroyed, 
along with some lumber, the loss being estimated at 
$10,000, with no insurance. 
» Very little lumber is now going forward to the United 
States market. The schooners usually engaged in this 
trade are finding very little to do. During the last ten 
days three steamship cargoes cleared for British ports, 
and another steamer has arrived, but the harbor is 
unusually bare for this season of the year. 

As high as $10.25 a thousand was paid for spruce logs 
above Fredericton last week. They were needed at once 
to fill. contracts and the mill owners simply had to pay 


the price. Rafting is now in progress at the booms, 
and the mills will soon be fully supplied. 

When the quantity for which space has been engaged 
has gone forward the whole quantity of pulp shipped 
from Halifax to Manchester and Liverpool since last fall 
will total 35,000 tons. Large quantities of Nova Scotia 
pulp were also shipped to Bangor, Me. 





FORESTRY NOTES. 

The American Forestry Association will hold its sum- 
mer meeting in Schermerhorn hall, Columbia univer- 
sity, New York city, June 25 and 26. ‘It is expected that 
the president of the association, Hon. James Wilson, 
secretary of agriculture, will be present and preside at 
one or more meetings. 

Among the forestry work of the last year, New York 
has formulated a working plan for the Adirondack 
region; Pennsylvania has passed a forest reserve law; 
Michigan has established by enactment a permanent 
forest commission; Wisconsin has been agitating forest 
matters; Minnesota has become actively interested in 
the plan of a national forest park, and in other states 
considerable interest has been taken in the subject, even 
though no definite legislation may have as yet resulted. 

The republican county convention recently held at 
Phoenix, Ariz., passed resolutions in favor of prohibiting 
grazing upon forest reserves, in opposition to the action 
of the territorial convention, which desired them opened 
for grazing purposes. 

The New York State Forest Reserve Board has pur- 
chased 8,000 acres of land in the northern part of 
Hamilton county, and also a tract of 1,620 acres in St. 
Lawrence county, within the boundaries of the Adiron- 
dack reserve. It is the policy to secure all the land 
within these boundaries, by either exchange or purchase. 

Forest stations upon the western reserves are to be 
connected by telephone hereafter, so that in case of 
fires help may be quickly summoned from neighboring 
stations. 

About forty-four square miles of California redwood 
forest remain, which at the present time is being con- 
sumed at the rate of about four and a half square miles 
per annum. 

It is stated that lumbermen are trying to purchase 
timber from Indian reservations within the site of the 
proposed national park in northern Minnesota, and 
friends of the project are ‘endeavoting to secure 
prompt consideration of the bill now before congress. 

The state of Pennsylvania has recently purchased 
about 27,000 acres of timber land upon the Susquehanna 
river, making a total block of 40,000 acres of forest 
reserve in this locality. , 
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THE EXPANSION OF MR. MOLONEY. 


Mr. Moloney is an expansionist. That’s a flat-footed 
statement to make of a man so notoriously averse to 
expressing political opinion, but it is nevertheless a 
fact. It does not follow that Mr. Moloney believes in 
the annexation of Cuba or that the Filipinos should 


INTERIOR OF OFFICE, 


forever be refused a measure of self government. The 
Lumberman would not assume to commit him on such 
subjects and if it did he might not stay committed. 
But that the particular gentleman above referred to 
is a commercial expansionist is beyond question. He 
is on record and could not escape from the charge by 
employing the most subtle of legal technicalities. 

It may be possible that some stranger 
who picks up this paper, and he must be 
a stranger, indeed, to the lumber business " 
to justify such a question, may ask, 
“Who is Mr. Moloney?” That is a sim- 
ple question to answer; there is only one, 
and his first name is “Jim.” 

Several years ago, and yet not so very 
many either, there was a hard-fisted and 
hard-headed Irish-Canadian working in 
one of the woodworking factories of Chi- 
cago, who could shove common strips into 
a machine and turn out clear molding. 
That made him a valuable man in the 
factory, but he wasn’t satisfied. One 
day somebody suggested that Charles 
Munson & Co. wanted a man to sell 
belting and that probably he could get 
the job. Mr. Moloney got it. 

That’s when he began to expand. 

He didn’t have any too much faith in 
his ability to sell belting, but went at it 
with all the energy possible, and suc- 
ceeded. For seven years he remained 
with the Munson people, making a record 
that astonished the oldest belting sales- 
man, 

Then he quit and expanded some more. 

The Chicago Belting Company was 
organized in 1890 and Mr. Moloney was 
its first president as well as one of the 
principal stockholders. His connection 
with the company lasted for another 
seven years and during that period he 
did some more record making in the sales 
department, always with the idea in view 
of business expansion. 

It was in the spring of 1897 that Mr. 
Moloney concluded to quit the Chicago 
3elting Company. He had nothing else in view at the 
time and accordingly decided to do nothing for the time 
being. The best way to do that seemed to be to get 
out of the country and he took a European trip of 
several months’ duration. Returning to this country in 
the fall, he disposed of his interest in the Chicago Belt- 





IN THE DRYING ROOM. 


ing Company and at once proceeded to organize a new 
concern under the title of the Moloney-Bennet Belting 
Company. ; 
That brings in the name of another expansion. 
Frank 8S. Bennet is a practical belt maker. He was 
with the Munson concern when Mr. Moloney was its 


salesman, followed the latter gentleman into the Chi- 
cago Belting Company and finally assisted in the organi- 
zation of the new concern, of which he has since been 
the superintendent. 

This combination of two pvactical men in different 
lines of the business is a happy one. It makes a team 
that travels well in double harness and insures the 








CUTTING UP THE BUTTS. 


careful looking after every detail of a large business. 
The company did not actively begin business until 
early in 1898 and its success during the past two and a 
half years has been almost phenomenal. Last fall it 
became evident that the old quarters were outgrown 
and Mr. Moloney began looking about for a new location. 
An opportunity offered for securing the building occu- 


floor, but new quarters are being fitted up in the second 
story, which will be occupied some time during the sum. 
mer. The artist captured a picture of Mr. Moloney and 
part of his office force while they were at work. It’s 
an easy matter to recognize Mr. Moloney in the fore. 
ground. Just back of him is Mr. Bennet and at the 
extreme right is Miss E. F. Moloney, secretary of the 


A BATH AND MASSAGE. 


company, a niece of the president and an able assistant 
to him in the office work. 

The size of the building accupied by the Moloney- 
Bennet Belting Company is indicated to some extent by 
the picture given herewith. It is located on the north- 
east corner of Canal and Washington streets, covering 
a frontage of about 50 feet on Canal street and run- 
ning back probably 200 feet on Washing- 
ton street to the alley. 

In making belts Mr. Moloney starts 








OFFICE AND FACTORY OF THE MOLONEY-BENNET( BELTING COMPANY. 


pied by the Munson Belting Company and Mr. Moloney 
embraced it. The removal to the new location occurred 
on May 1. 

The other day a Lumberman representative went over 
to look Mr. Moloney up and find out something about 
the belting business. His factory isn’t hard to find. 





MAKING BELTS. 


Anyone who passes along Canal street in the vicinity 
of Washington can’t fail to see it, as the accompanying 
picture of the building will indicate. The company’s 
name is plastered all over it in layge letters, as it natu- 
rally would be, for Mr. Moloney is a firm believer in 
advertising. The office at present is on the ground 


at the bottom as he did in his own 
career. The first process of manufactur- 
ing takes place in the basement, where 
the butts are cut up by the machine 
shown in one of the small cuts. At the 
side of this machine the stock of butts 
is piled, amounting in value at the time 
the picture was taken to about $25,000. 

From the cutting-up machine the belt- 
ing in embryo goes to the rear end of 
the basement for a bath and massage. 
The bath is taken in an ordinary-looking 
tank, as will be seen by the picture, but 
the massage is performed by an ingenious 
machine which scrubs every particle of 
dirt out of the leather and leaves it in 
shape for further manipulation. 

Then the stock is conveyed to the 
fourth floor, starting in at the rear end 
of the building. Here it is subjected to 
a coating of cod oil and tallow, which 
lubricates the fibers thoroughly, making 
the leather soft and pliable. The next 
is a progressive drying process, and the 
manner in which this is done is shown 
in the fourth small picture. After being 
dried, or rather during the process of 
drying, each piece is thoroughly stretched 
and then it is ready for another bath 
and massage, the latter being accom- 
plished in this instance by a machine 
called a “jack,” which pounds away on 
the surface first with a hard roller and 
then with a piece of rounded glass. 

The belt shop proper is located on the 
third. floor and two views are given of 
this department. When the stock comes down from 
the top floor it is first trimmed and then the ends are 
beveled ready for splicing into belts. This splicing is 
done on tables, as shown in one of the views, and after 
the pieces are put together the belt is run ,into a 
hydraulic press section by section and allowed to remain 








TAE FINISHING TOUCHES. 


there until the pieces adhere firmly. There are seven 
of these hydraulic presses, six single and one double, 
the latter being capable of taking in belting up to 86 
inches in width. From these presses the belt almost 1” 
its completed form goes to the rear of the shop, where 
its edges are trimmed on the machine shown 1n the 
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foreground of the last view and it is subjected to a coat 
of waterproofing material. Single belts which are to be 
riveted then pass through the machine just at the rear 
and right of the trimming machine, where the riveting 
is done automatically through the employment of an 
ingenious device. Then the belting is rolled up ready 
for shipment and transferred to the shipping office, 
which is located on the second floor. It is here also 
that the waste from the butts which are cut up is 
sorted into grades suitable for a dozen different pur- 
poses; for be it known that while the portion of a butt 
which goes into No. 1 belting is comparatively small, all 
of the waste pieces are utilized in some manner, though 
not in connection with belt making. 

Come to look this over, it isn’t a very thorough de- 
scription of the belt-making process. When the Lum- 
perman representative got through his course of lectures 
under the tutelage of Mr. Moloney, it appeared’ to 
be a very simple matter to sit down and write it all out. 
But, after all, it requires a specialist’ in each different 
line to make good belts, and that is the kind of men 
the Moloney-Bennet Belting Company. has in its employ. 
Qne of the strongest claims made by the company. is 
the superior quality of its goods, and the manner in 
which its trade has developed during the past two and 
a half years is evidence that this claim is not made 
without a substantial foundation. ; ) 

But to return to the expansion theory. Enough has 
probably been said to bear out the statement made at 
the beginning of this article that Mr. Moloney is an ex- 
pansionist, and, indeed, the conclusion may naturally 
he reached that already he has “done expanded.” 























Frank S. Bennet, superintendent of the Moloney-Ben- 
net Belting Company, Chicago, left on Thursday night 
for a southwestern trip in the interests of his concern. 

W. D. Mack, for many years prominent among Grays 
harbor loggers, has removed to Olympia, Wash., as man- 
ager of the Chehalis County Log Shippers’ Association. 


J. W. Himebaugh, of the Paine Lumber Company, 
Oshkosh, Wis., states that his company recently shipped 
thirty-seven carloads of sash and doors to England on 
one order. 

Perley Lowe, of this city, is in the south this week 
looking after the new mill being erected at Quitman, 
Miss., by the Mississippi Lumber Company, of which he 
is president. 

F, Dubach, of Eau Claire, Wis., is now in the south 
superintending the construction of the new saw mill 
at Dubach, La., and of the twelve miles of new logging 
road, The mill when completed will employ 500 men. 

A. W. Joice, of the D. S. Pate Lumber Company’s 
office force in this city, left last weck for a trip to the 
mills operated by the company at Laurel and Poplar- 
ville, Miss., and Brinson, Ga. Mr. Joice will probably 
be absent two or three weeks. 

©, E. MeQuaid, of McCann & McQuaid, Sigourney, Ia., 
was a welcome caller at the Lumberman oflice this week. 
Mr. McQuaid was en route to Pennsylvania to visit his 
people. He reports business in his territory as active, 
with every prospect of being fully equal to last year. 

Since Maurice M. Wall has been elected inspector 
general of the National Hardwood Lumber Association, 
what he wants to know is if he is entitled to the prefix 
“Gen.” before his name on hotel registers, and whether 
he oe insist that his friends address him as “Gen- 
eral, 

Charles Latham Pack, who is known as an expert in 
practical forestry and a large owner of standing pine 
timber, sailed this week for Bremen on the Kaiser Wil- 
helm der Grosse. It is Mr. Pack’s intention while in- 
Germany to further study the practical side of German 
forestry methods. 

_ Samuel Cupples and Robert S. Brookings, of the 
Sdmuel Cupples Woodenware Company, St. Louis, Mo., 
have given their business buildings, valued at $3,750,- 
00; to Washington university, having previously made 
liberal cash contributions to the endowment fund of 
that institution. 


E. W, Peters, of the retail lumber firm.of Peters & 
Harvey, Manteno, IIL, was a visitor in the city on 
Thursday of this week. Mr.. Peters says that trade 
as been good all through the season thus far, and 
Prospects are excellent for its. continuance.. The. firm 
of Peters & Harvey was formed April 1 by the admis- 
sion of W. H. Harvey. 


? Dan G. Saunders, of .Kansas City, Mo., was -in the 
city the past week visiting his partner, J. L. Buckner, - 


of the Buckner-Saunders Lumber Company, 1310 Mo- 
wadnock building. Mr. Saunders states that the yellow 
pine trade of the southwest is steadily improving in 
Volume and that prices are considerably firmer than 
they were three or four weeks ago. 

The Cummer Company, of Norfolk, Va:, 


New York branch. office on June 1. It is located. at 


opened: a: 


Room 4:B in the Produce Exchange Annex, and is under . 


the management of Howard Adams, whose long experi- 
ence in the North Carolina pine business will undoubt- 
edly enable him to serve the interests of his company 
in an eminently satisfactory manner. 

Morris A. Hayward, of Columbus, O., was in the city 
a day this week, accompanied by his stalwart son, 
Allen. Mr. Hayward, junior, has lately been learning 
something about the lumber business at the plant of 
the Thayer Lumber Company at Muskegon, Mich., but 
more recently has associated himself with his father at 
Columbus. 


Charles H. MeDonald, who is in charge of the book- 
keeping department of the T. Wilce Company at Twen- 
ty-second and Throop streets, this city, left last week 
for a short ‘visit’ with relatives at Rudd, Iowa. Mr. 
McDonald’s health ‘has not been first rate for some time 
past, and it was thought that a change of climate 
would be beneficial. ™ 

O. A. Heppes, who has recently associated himself with 
I". W. Bird & Son, Monadnock building, Chicago, is mak- 
ing a record with the famous “Paroid” roofing.’ This 
roofing, though a-first class article in every respect,! like 
every other good thing, must be pushed by one who 
knows how to do it, and Mr, Heppes is certainly that 
one when it comes to building paper and roofing.. 

It is said that a syndicate of lumbermen, consisting 
of ‘Con. Danaher, of the Danaher & Melendy Company, 
of Dollarville, Mich.; Erwin L. Fisher, of the Fisher- 
Wilson Company, Cleveland; Charles Rowland, of the 
Mitchell & Rowland Lumber Company, Toledo, and 
Vernor 8. Woolley, of the E. 8. Hartwell Lumber Com- 
pany, Chicago, has recently purchased a controlling inter- 
est in the Great Northern hotel property of this city. 


The mill of the Longyear Lake Lumber Company, on 
Longyear lake, Minnesota, in which Joseph Miksak and 
V. F. Mashek, of the Pilsen Lumber Company, this city, 
are interested, started up on its season’s run last week. 
This is a new mill and is well located in regard to 
tributary timber at a point about 100 miles north 
of Duluth. The season’s cut of logs is- banked in the 
lake so that the mill will not suffer any interruption 
of operations from failure to get logs. 


D. Henry Steinmetz, who is well known among lum- 
bermen of this city, has resigned his position as man- 
ager of one of John A. Gauger & Co.’s factories on 
‘Twenty-second street, and has embarked in the hardwood 
lumber business for himself, with offices at his home, 
571 Fiftieth place, this city. Mr. Steinmetz has a good 
knowledge of the lumber business and has already 
established a fair trade. He is making a specialty of 
the lower grades of hardwood. , ; 

George W. Stoneman,’a well known hardwood dealer 
of ‘this ‘city, who until recently made his office at his 
residence, 820 West Adams street, is now located in 
exceedingly comfortab'e offices at 1005 Marquette build- 
ing, this city. Mr. Stoneman handles all varieties of 
southern lumber, making a specialty of oak and poplar, 
in which he has established a large trade. He reports 
present demand rather inactive, but is looking for a 
material revival as soon as a settlement of the strike is 
reached. 

F. J. Hathway, of the John Spry Lumber Company, 
this city, returned the first of the week from a visit 
to mill points on Lake Superior. He says: there is 
some weakening in the stand heretofore taken by mill 
men and that lumber can be picked up infin sized 
lots at considerably below last winter’s pri It is 
his opinion, however, that the general average of prices 
at the cargo mills is still too high and must be lowered 
before there can be any large movement of lumber to 
distributing centers. 

M. FI. Rittenhouse, of the Rittenhouse & Embree Com- 
pany, of this city, has arranged to take an enjoyable 
foreign trip this year. Mr, Rittenhouse intends to sail 
on the big steamer Oceanic, leaving New York Septem- 
ber 5. He will visit Great Britain, France and Italy, 
taking in the Paris exposition of course, and then 
make a trip through the Mediterranean, returning 
home the latter part of October. Mr, Rittenhouse will 
be accompanied on this trip by his relative, Frank Grubb, 
of Brantford, Ontario. 

I", C. Pratt, hardwood buyer for the old reliable firm 
of Pratt, Read & Co., manufacturers of ivory goods, 
piano keys and ‘similar articles, at Deep River, Conn., 
arrived in the city on one of his occasional visits this 
week. The immediate object of Mr. Pratt’s visit this 
time is to ship about 500,000 feet of high grade white 
pine lumber which his principals have purchased from 
one of the prominent lumber concerns of this city: 
He will, -however, also ship some white basswood, of 
which Pratt, Read & ‘Co. dre large consumers, and 
probably also’ other woods used in the manufacture of 
their: specialties. 

L. C. Klipstine, manager of the Geo. H. Worch Lum- 
ber Company, of Sidney, 0., was in the city this week 


. ealling on old acquaintances and incidentally sizing 


up the lumber situation. Mr. Klipstine formerly 
resided here, representing a hardwood firm as_ buyer. 
The Geo. H: Worch Lumber Company, with which he 
has been connected’ for the past four years, does a 
retail lumber business with headquarters at Sidney, O., 
and yards at Versail'es, Quincey, and one or two other 
points in that locality. He states that at Sidney the 
company carries a stock of about $30,000 worth of 
lumber and is doing a fair trade. 

Charles M. Rein, a former resident of Chicago, . but 
for several years past editor of the Orange Leader, a 
paper largely devoted to the lumber interests of the 





Sabine district in Texas, was in the city this week. 
Mr. Rein, by the way, was the gentleman who first 
gave publicity to the famous order alleged to have been 
received from the British government for 500,000,000 
feet of yellow pine lumber presumably for South Africa. 
He says that the inquiry received was bona fide, having 
come from-a large firm of exporters in the Dominion of 
Canada, but doubt afterward arose as to whether the 
senders of the inquiry may not have made a mistake in 
using the term “M feet” instead of writing it out in 
figures, as is usually done. £4 

The lumber trade of Chicago is noted for having in 
its ranks some of the most enthusiastic fishermen that 
are found anywhere in the country. Among those who 
are prone to slip quietly away from the cares of busi- 
ness to spend a day or two in angling for the elusive 
oviparous vertebrate are A. 8. Badger and Arthur Jack- 
son, of the Badger & Jackson Company,. Marquette 
building. These gentlemen dropped quietly: out of town 
one evening last week, and visited a famous fishing 
resort in northern Wisconsin near Rhinelander. . When 
they showed up again on Monday morning they were 
well primed with stories of. having caught: mammoth 
muskellunges, to say nothing of numbers. of. other 
varieties of the finny tribe. Another enthusiastic 
angler who. was out for a day or two last week- was 
Pete Myers, hardwood buyer for the Chicago ‘Cottage 
Organ Company. That Pete caught a good bunch of 
black bass, this deponent is prepared to certify, as well 
as to the fact that their toothsome qualities were 
approvingly tested by several lumbermen of known truth 
and veracity. 





Vehicle Woodstock Manufacturers Organize. 


The American Vehicle Woodstock Association held 
an important meeting at Indianapolis, Ind., on June 6. 
The sessions lasted from 11 a. m. until 6:30 p. m., and 
were presided over by B. F. Von Behren, the president, 
ably assisted by J. E. Buscher, the secretary and treas- 
urer. About thirty members of the association were 
present, and a successful effort was made to finish the 
work in one day. 

The business transacted consisted in part of adopting 
a constitution and by-laws; formulating a plan and 
appointing a committee to bring in as honorary mem- 
bers the heavy hardware men of the west and of the 
south; preparing and adopting a uniform price-list 
coyering all lines of vehicle woodstock; formulating a 
plan of arbitration for the adjustment of such differ- 
ences as may arise between members of the association 
and their customers, and providing. for the raising of a 
fund. to carry on the work of the organization. 

Three new members joined the association at this 
meeting. Those present reported trade only moderate, 
but so far there has been no disposition to cut associa- 
tion prices, 





Sawing Hemlock and Hardwood Lumber 


The Gurney Land & Lumber Company, of Fond du 
Lac, Wis., last year built a complete and modern cireu- 
lar saw mill at Gurney, Iron county, Wis., on the 
Duluth, South Shore & Atlantic railroad, just west of 
Saxon, the junction of the Ashland branch of the North- 
western railroad and the South Shore line. The com- 
pany purchased 10,000 acres of basswood, elm, hemlock, 
maple and cedar timber lands in the vicinity of Gurney 
and is now sawing on about 3,000,000 feet of logs. The 
mill is so located that special stuff, such as long tim- 
bers, cedar poles and posts can be gotten out on short 
notice. 

The offices of the Gurney Land & Lumber Company 
are the same as the Gurney Refrigerator Company, and 
the Fond du Lae Toy & Novelty Company, of Fond du 
Lae, consisting of C. J. Medberry, president; David 
Jack, vice-president, and M. J. Peck, secretary and 
treasurer. The last two named companies are old and 
well established manufacturing concerns of Fond du 
Lac, having large plants, employing many men, and 
large and commodious offices across the street from the 
Wisconsin Central and Northwestern railroad depots. 





Some Big White Pine. 


The Danaher & Melendy Company, the big white pine 
operators at Dollarville, Mich., whose advertisement 
appears in this issue of the American Lumberman, has 
some white pine timber that any manufacturer might 
well be proud of. On a hurry order the company 
recently executed and shipped within six days ‘from 
receipt a quantity of white pine derrick sticks sixty-six 
feét in length. For thirty-six feet the pieces were 18x18 
inches, and then were tapered to 10x10 inches at the 
top end. 





The Salesmen’s Annual Outing. 


The committee, in charge of the preparations for the 
arinual midsummer outing of the Northwestern Lumber 
& Sash and Door Trayeling Salesmen’s Association has 
sent out preliminary notice that the festivities will be 
held in Milwaukee on Wednesday, June 27., This will 
be the week of the great Milwaukee carnival, and itis . 
expected that the traveling salesmen and their wives 
and sweethearts will turn out in force. Railroad rates 
will be extremely low, and the occasion will be one of 
unusual interest. The committee is now at work pre- 
paring a fine program for the entertainment of the ~ 
visiting salesmen, and it is expected that it will this. 
year eclipse all previous efforts in that line. Those 
desiring hotel accommodations should endeavor — to 
secure them as soon as possible. 





THE MARKETS. 


CURRENT MARKET CONDITIONS. 


Viewing the situation from the mill operator’s stand- 
point it is easy to find reasons why the market should 
be strong. On the other hand, there are some stub- 
born facts regarding demand for all classes of lumber 
that cannot be ignored. Regardless of available stocks, 
adverse mill conditions in some sections and other mat- 
ters which ordinarily would be expected to influence a 
bullish tendency, the people generally concluded early 
in the year that prices were bound to be lower, and quit 
buying. A late spring aided in keeping trade back and 
for several months the movement of lumber has been 
below normal. Prices have eased off in some respects 
and on yellow pine yard stock are more or less demoral- 
ized. This seems to only accentuate the feeling of un- 
certainty. No one wants to buy beyond immediate re- 
quirements. Many retailers are getting to a point 
where they need more stock, but they are not placing 
large orders. During the past month there has been 
some improvement in the movement of lumber from the 
wholesale centers, but there is no apparent inducement 
for buyers to anticipate their immediate wants. The 
mill man will probably be allowed to carry the stock 
until such time as retailers and wholesalers become con- 
vinced that values have been established on a stable 
basis. Whether or not there will be further reductions 
in price is a mooted question. The feeling is growing, 
however, that on yellow pine at least the bottom has 
about been reached and in some cases it is said that 
heavy buyers are beginning to feel the market with 
inquiries for large amounts of stock. 

* * * 

In the country districts the building demand is re- 
stricted to a considerable extent by persistent talk of 
high prices for all kinds of building material. In addi- 
tion to this the farmers are now busy in the fields and 
are not likely to require much lumber for another month 
or so. The excellent crop prospects which prevail all 
through the west give promise of a good fall business, 
however. Recent government reports indicate that the 
drouth conditions have been broken, Winter wheat 
harvest has begun as far north as southern Kansas, and 
wheat is ripening in the southern portion of Missouri 
and Illinois. Rains have improved the spring wheat in 
the Dakotas and Minnesota and the reports indicate 
that corn has made satisfactory advances. 

* —s * 

In the larger cities labor troubles are still restricting 
building to a considerable extent. The past week, how- 
ever, has seen an improvement in the outlook for a set- 
tlement of these troubles. Nothing definite has devel- 
oped in the Chicago situation, but it is evident that the 
contractors and the labor unions are getting closer 
together and predictions are freely made of a speedy 
settlement. At Kansas City the contractors have prac- 
tically won their fight, some of the unions having with- 
drawn from the Building Trades Council in that city. 
At Omaha, as previously reported, the strike has been 
settled and in many of the eastern cities labor troubles 
are a thing of the past. It is generally agreed that the 
Chicago situation has a general effect on the country as 
a whole, and should the contractors win their fight here 
such a victory would be followed by a settlement of all 
the other difficulties which exist in the country at large 
in the building trades. This would mean a speedy re- 
vival in the demand for lumber in the larger cities. 

os * * 

The manufacturing demand is getting down to a basis 
of current requirements, thought still large. Last year 
the call for box lumber and all classes of material to be 
used in general manufacturing was the long end of the 
business and so far this season it has borne about the 
same relation to the building demand that it did a 
year ago. It is evident, however, that the high mark in 
car building and railroad construction has been reached 
for the time being and while there will doubtless be a 
good demand right along the urgency of the call is less 
apparent that it was a few months ago. Box makers in 
many cases succeeded early in the year in accumu- 
lating some stock ahead and they have been drawing on 
this lately, waiting for market condition to assume 
definite form before making further purchases. It is 
not likely, however, that there will be this season any 
surplus of box lumber, nor any material reduction in 
prices for that class of material. 

7 a aw 

In the northern pine field recent rains have helped 
the log situation some though not to any great extent. 
The drives are still making slow progress or are hung 
up and in Minnesota alone twenty-one large mills have 
been shut down because of inability to get a log supply. 
At Minneapolis a small quantity of logs has been 
received and several of the mills started up again this 
week, running only part time and with a supply in sight 
not sufficient to last over a week or ten days even 
though running at reduced capacity. At the cargo 
mills on Lake Superior there have been few sales of 
late. Prices are firmly held, however, and mill men 
say they will shut down when their docks are full 
rather than make concessions. Lake freight rates have 
declined to $2.25 from Lake Superior to Chicago and 
Lake Erie, but this does not seem to stimulate the 
movement of lumber and it is predicted that another 
shilling will be knocked off of rates in the near future. 
On the basis of present asking prices and lake rates 
lumber can be delivered at Lake Erie points at a 


other lines, 
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lower price than it could be last fall, but this does 
not seem to be an incentive to distributers at Lake 
Erie ports to make purchases. As a rule they have 
good stocks on hand and are not disposed to add to 
them until the retail demand shows signs of improve- 
ment. 

i * * * 

Among the wholesale dealers who distribute their 
lumber in western territory the shutting down of the 
white pine mills has had the effect of stiffening up 
values, not only for that lumber, but for other kinds 
which enter into competition with it. Hemlock manu- 
facturers have recently made a readjustment of their 
list, reducing prices somewhat on inch, but practically 
maintaining former figures on dimension. In the east- 
ern territory the hemlock situation seems to be rather 
mixed, but confidence is expressed that there will be 
no lower prices than those occasioned by the reduc- 
tion of $1 a thousand made by the Pennsylvania man- 
ufacturers last month. 

* * * 

No particular improvement is noticed in prices for 
southern pine, though a better movement is indicated 
by reports received from our various correspondents 
this week. Stock is accumulating to some extent at 
the Arkansas and Missouri mills, but in other sections 
the output is running about even with the shipments. 
Along the coast where there is an export demand 
mill men do not seem to have much to complain of. 
At Mobile it is stated there has been a slight easing 
off in export prices, but this is regarded as only 
temporary, as stocks of export material are light and 
a shortage is predicted for the fall trade. The crop 
outlook is a matter of considerable encouragement to 
manufacturers who supply the interior demand. 
Numerous letters received from retailers show an anx- 
iety to see the southern pine market restored to a 
uniform basis. Many of these retailers are getting to 
a place where they are about ready to buy lumber, 
but they do not care to place orders for any quantity 
until the present demoralized condition shall have passed 
away. The mills which make a specialty of cutting bill 
stuff continue to report a good run of orders. The 
demand is perhaps not quite as heavy as it was a few 
months ago, but prices hold up well and there is 
plenty of business in sight to keep the mills busy 
for some time to come. From a careful survey of the 
situation it would appear that the yellow pine market 
is in a slightly better condition than it was a week 
ago and it would only require a slight increase of 
demand to bring about a better feeling in regard to 
prices, 

* * + 

Cypress conditions show comparatively little change. 
There is all the demand that can be taken care of with 
the present condition of stocks and at that it requires 
the shipment of considerab!e kiln dried lumber. The 
cypress mills are running steadily and perhaps some 
of them are accumulating a little stock, but this is 
what they have been desirous of doing for a year or 
more past. No perceptible weakening can be noticed 
in cypress prices, nor is one likely to occur, for the 
cypress manufacturers were more conservative in advanc- 
img their list last year than were manufacturers in 


ot * * 


There is a strong determination evident among manu- 
facturers of North Carolina pine to maintain the pres- 
ent basis of prices. A meeting was held at Norfolk 
last week and it was the unanimous declaration of 
those present that there should be no reduction in the 
list. A few slight changes were made to bring values 
of different grades into proper relations, but the list 
as a whole is to be maintained even though it should 
be necessary to reduce production further than has 
already been done. It is not believed, however, that 
such a necessity will arise. Inquiries are said to be 
increasing and the outlook is for a good movement of 
North Carolina pine during the balance of the season. 


* * oe 


The spruce manufacturers in the east are maintaining 
their prices on the basis of the list adopted at a meet- 
ing held in Bangor two weeks ago. Predictions had been 
freely made that there would be a decided slump in the 


spruce market, but they have not been verified. It is 
said that where prompt shipment is required higher 
than list prices are frequently obtained, but where there 
is no hurry about shipment the list may be shaded on 
some of the easier items 25 or 50 cents a thousand. 
That condition may be found at any time, however, and 
does not indicate a weakness in the market as a whole. 
* aoa * 

The shingle mills on the Pacific coast started up again 
this week after a two weeks’ shut-down, although some 
of the best posted manufacturers are of the opinion that 
the shut-down should have been continued for a week 
or so longer. It has been effective in restoring prices to 
about the former basis and demand for shingles is a 
little better although still light as compared with the 
amount of business done earlier in the year. Demand 
for lumber at the Pacific coast mills continues very fair 
all things considered. There is a good eall for domestic 
and foreign cargoes in spite of high water rates of 
freight, but it is stated that the demand for yard stock 
has fallen off slightly of late. On the British Columbia 
side of the border trade is reported exceedingly good, 
the mills in that section having all the orders they can 
take care of. 

* * * 


Hardwood trade is comparatively quiet. There has 
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been a general easing off in values on nearly every. 
thing except poplar, but nothing that can be considered 
a general break in the market. As a result of lower 
prices the export inquiry is increasing, but in the do- 
mestic trade the disposition among buyers of hardwood 
is to wait further developments before placing orders 
ahead of immediate requirements. This lack of demand 
makes the feeling easier in regard to stocks, but never. 
theless it does not appear that there is an accumulation 
of dry hardwood that is burdensome to the holders, 
Considerable quartered white oak of poor quality has 
been thrown on the market recently and has proved a 
heavy weight, but good wide stock holds well up to 
former prices. Plain sawed oak both white and red is 
in fair demand and somewhat limited supply. All other 
hardwoods seem to be offered fully as liberally as they 
are wanted and to move any great quantity would prob. 
ably require considerable concessions from current quo- 
tations. Mill conditions are on the whole satisfactory, 
though in the south recent heavy rains have interfered 
somewhat with operations. 


Northern Pine and Spruce. 


Chicago. Owing to the labor troubles, which have 
practically tied up building operations, a considerable 
percentage of the lumber which should have gone into 
consumption locally during the past three months is still 
piled in the yards. This is a condition not conducive 
to firm values, but under the circumstances the market 
is well maintained. Frequent instance; are brought up 
where some items are sold at 50 cents or more below the 
list, but the disposition among yard dealers is not to 
slash prices, for they do not consider that such action 
would result in greatly increasing the volume of busi- 
ness. Until the labor troubles are settled there is bound 
to be quietness in the city trade regardless of prices, 

The manufacturing demand is not so active as it was 
last fall, but nevertheless holds up well in volume, Man- 
ufacturing institutions are disposed to buy only for 
immediate requirements and in some cases it is said 
that the box makers and car builders accumulated 
considerable stock ahead early in the season. The rail- 
roads are said to be cutting down their monthly requisi- 
tions to the lowest possible volume. This is a condition 
which will prevail until the feeling regarding values 
becomes settled, and, like most of the other troubles from 
which the lumber trade is now suffering, that is depend- 
ent upon a settlement of the strike in the building 
trades, 

Fortunately the prospect of a settlement of the labor 
troubles which have prevailed in Chicago for the past 
five months seems not to be far distant. During the 
past week a proposition for a conference between repre- 
sentatives of the contractors and representatives of 
the individual unions has been brought up and several 
of the unions have indorsed it. So far as it has been 
considered by the unions there has been no refusal to 
appoint representatives to attend such a_ conference 
and this has given encouragement to look for an early 
settlement. The object of the conference is not to arrive 
at an agreement but to explain to the union members 
the exact position which the contractors have taken. 
It is a part of the proposition that no representative of 
the unions at the conference shall be a delegate to the 
Building Trades Council, thus practically ignoring that 
body. The only opposition to the plan on the part of 
the Jabor element has come from the busimess agents, who 
fear that an agreement may be arrived at which will 
deprive them of their positions. It will take some time 
for this conference plan to work out, but in the mean- 
time it appears from reports that the union men are 
going to work under the rules of the contractors’ asso- 
ciation and on many buildings are working side by side 
with non-union men. Work has been resumed on prac 
tically all of the buildings which were under construc- 
tion at the time the labor troubles developed, and during 
the past week one or two new jobs have been started. 
The contractors claim they now have no trouble in get- 
ting all the men they require. Another encouraging 
feature of the situation is the increase in the number 
of building permits issued. The daily list is almost 
double what it was, and while still small for this season 
of the year it indicates that builders are beginning to 
figure on future operations and that once the labor trou- 
bles are out of the way there is prospect for a good 
volume of lumber business locally the balance. of the 
season. 

Lumber receipts by lake are not increasing much as 
the season advances. Yard dealers afe not in the market 
for further supplies at present. They regard prices at 
the cargo mills as too high compared with their selling 
prices to justify loading up with new stock. Assort- 
ments at the yards are kept in good shape by rail ship- 
ments from the interior mills, prices at the latter being 
on a lower basis than at the cargo mills, Lake rates 
have settled down to a basis of $2.50 from Lake Superior. 
This is the basis of rates asked by the vesselmen, but 
charters have been made during the week at a lower 
figure. It is reported that $2.25 has been paid for some 
charters from Lake Superior. Offerings on the cargo 
market are limited and the few cargoes that have been 
disposed of have brought low prices as compared with 
the closing figures last fall. This is only natural under 
the circumstances, and dots not indicate a weakness 
in the general market other than has been referred to 
heretofore. It is impossible to give exact quotations 
on cargo sales. Some of the figures that are reported 
to have been paid would in themselves indicate a serious 
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break in the market. But it always requires a sacrifice 
to dispose of something nobody wants and that is about 
the situation as regards cargo sales in this market at 
present. ' ; 

Short piece stuff is selling out of the yards on about 
a $15 basis. For some sizes dealers are getting $15.50 
and perhaps there have been some sales of 2x6s at less 
than $15, but there is no more cutting now than is 
usually the case. No. 2 and No. 3 boards remain at 
about former figures, but there has been a slight easing 
off on No, 4, the supply of the latter seeming to have 
increased somewhat lately, 

The lath market has acted in accordance with expec- 
tations held earlier in the season. Prices have dropped 
from the high basis of last fall from 75 cents to $1 a 
thousand, and there are liberal offerings of No. 2 and 
mixed lath. No, 1 white pine dry does not seem to be 
plentiful as yet, but no one is anxious to make pur- 
chases of lath to be cut, 

RECEIPTS FOR THE WEEK ENDING JUNE 2. 





LUMBER. SHINGLES. 

1900... cree ccvccccccves ever cvceeveesesseseeecesees 35,521, 5,168,000 
1BOD ..cccccccccccccccvvvcesscvercccess cosevescees 44,667,000 7,583,000 
DECTEABE, oo sees ccecercceccecvceeeeveees voce 9,146,000 2,415,000 


RECEIPTS FROM JAN. 1 to JUNE 2, INCLUSIVE. 
LUMBER, SHINGLES. 
1900 ..ssecccccccccecr ccc cree vcrecsee cess cesses 00,377,000 66,060,000 
1809 ...-cceccccccccccccccecereccse cess cece cesses 430,004,000 108,146,000 








INGTORBO, 0000 cece ccvcescocs cece cccccccccce 64,483,000 
Mn ies oe cu dnd oti nduan etek eekkes 42,086,000 
SHIPMENTS FOR THE WEEK ENDING JUNE 2. 
LUMBER. SHINGLES. 
1900 ...sccccccccce PTTTETITE TITEL ETE. 16,816,000 2,516,000 
1800 .... 0000 PPOTITTTETITRT ITT ceccccccece 16,184, 5,191,000 
INCTOABE. 000 cece ccccecccccccccccse cece cece 632, , 
ee eT ee 2,675,000 


SHIPMENTS FROM JAN. 1 TO JUNE 2 INCLUSIVE. 
LUMBER. SHINGLES. 






-325,148,000 45,908,000 

292,939,000 —_L8,529,000 

IMCTEABE, 0.00 ccccee sovccccsercvcccceser cess 32,209,000 17,379.000 
—_OOOor 


Minneapolis, Minn. ‘The market shows a firmer 
front this week than it has for several weeks past. The 
statement of shipments shows a decrease from the fact 
that the week includes a holiday, but the shipments 
each day as compared with weeks previous show a slight 
gain, and there is a greater inquiry than there has 
been for some time. 

The local manufacturers are feeling some better over 
the volume of business, although they have at no time 
during the past several weeks of light trade had any 
hesitancy in saying they believed it would come. The 
mills have been down the greater part of the week, and 
the cut is being curtailed each day that there is no rain. 
Logs are now arriving in small and uncertain quantities, 
but some of the mills have resumed operations at 
reduced time, largely to keep their crews intact. 

The trade from the country is improving, and the 
salesmen report good prospects for a brisk demand as 
soon as the farmers are through with their work. 

Receipts and shipments for the week, with the excep- 
tion of Wednesday, May 30, are as follows: 

Receipts, ft. Shipments, ft. 


WORDOIEIET 6 06 coccowencecny cepeess Seas eaee 
MROIOED 665 004i sce cewens 860,000 1,635,000 
i. AAP re ee ce 330,000 1,800,000 
RUIN vale ov 6 ence kwsbeeees 300,000 2,325,000 
Serr reer. 225,000 1,085,000 
OE kv kx cre cnasnede e600 ee 1,500,000 
ORM wick a's AOS ewe e 1,470,000 8,345,000 
PROCEGINE WEEK... 0.6650 veces 1,800,000 9,315,000 
DORON a b6 Kicherer 330,000 970,000 


Following are the receipts and shipments for May, 
compared with the same month last year: 


Receipts, ft. Shipments, ft. 
BE Dg ea ltarvincig tigc hans ainces 180,000 1,530,000 





Week ending May 8.........1,275,000 8,655,000 
Week ending May 15........1,170,000 9,340,000 
Week ending May 22........ 1,260,000 8,180,000 
Week ending May 29........1,800,000 9,315,000 
EOS BO OMG OF vib 0.0-6 cose oars 750,000 3,540,000 

co) Ee ce ee 6,045,000 38,460,000 
NE APR AC ke cadesawin day 8,925,000 44,670,000 

PUN 5.3. Gis0. bc eo wsce Hes 2,880,000 6,210,000 


The total receipts and shipments for the year, includ- 
ing May, as compared with last year, are as follows: 
Receipts, ft. Shipments, ft. 





oy eh i reer ee 37,185,000 171,990,000 

ROE SG 5 Rde HEN REU Sl Ole Ores 38,205,000 156,600,000 

RCM oo Cc uber eens PON ‘Sinsseenis 

RIS. 56 > bc cal ctnuie: osaKe ess 15,390,000 
ee ee ee oe 


Saginaw, Mich. Manufacturers are not selling any 
lumber just now, and the wholesalers are not buying 
any stocks at other points to bring here. They seem 
to be waiting for something to turn up. Business is 
contined wholly to the yard trade and some dealers 
complain that the volume of business in this line is 30 
to 35 percent smaller than last year at this date. One 
prominent lumberman says that while he finds less vim 
to the market, he has really no cause to complain, inas- 
much as his sales to June 1 were only eighteen cars 
less than last year. Other dealers tell similar stories. 
It may be said that business is not so satisfactory as last 
year, which was the best on record in this locality, yet 
it is immeasurably better than during the panic and the 
years immediately following. The conditions are appar- 
ently healthy and with the approach of the fall months 
it is generally expected there will be a revival in the 
market, p 

ore 

New York City. Anything but conditions satisfac- 
tory to the manufacturer are reported from Canada, 





AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 





where the slack water means, not alone the hanging up 
of the drives, but the dangerous possibility of devastating 
forest fires as the timber becomes drier. There is de- 
cidedly little eastern spruce moving, just about a quarter 
of the stock coming this way that there was last year 
at this time. Prices are quite stiffly held, at $20 to 
$21.50 for log run, with mill culls out. As for northern 
pine, but little is coming into this market, with the 
result that the present prices are well maintained. 


—_—eaeaeaa 


Buffalo, N. Y. If there were any weak-kneed mem- 
bers of the Buffalo white-pine trade, the spreading of 
the circulars from the late meeting in Duluth, declaring 
the intention of keeping the prices unchanged, had the 
proper effect. So long as the producer really sticks to 
his prices, there is but one thing for the middle-point 
Jumbermen to do, They must stick to their prices with 
all possible tenacity. So this market is holding fast 
with every energy, whether in the greatest hopefulness 
or not can hardly be said. As a rule the report of prices 
unchanged is made with every possible determination 
to keep them so. If the east is still seeing a general 
weakness it will have to enjoy that amount of insight, 
for the very latest report from the local white pine 
dealers is that there is not a sign of a break anywhere 
in producing centers and so long as that condition of 
things lasts the consumer will wait till doomsday in 
vain for a break here. It will not happen, for it would 
be suicide. We are genuinely sorry to find the prices 
pushed up beyond the apparent buying capacity of the 
east, but we are not to blame for it and must wait for 
the west to speak. Apparently it has spoken, for the 
Duluth circular appears to have been well scattered. 
If it is true, and nobody doubts it, that so large a 
percentage of the pine logs has been left high and dry 
for the season, there is good reason for the firmness 
there. On the other hand the indications that the sup- 
ply in the hands of retailers and consumers east is fast 
giving out is a warning to us to hold fast and there 
is every evidence of this being done everywhere. There 
may be some failure to hold up to the norway schedule 
of last fall, for not a few members of the local trade 
were of the opinion that it had been fixed too high, but 
that has little to do with the general situation. There 
is at present no spruce on this market, though some will 
be brought down later, It is in fairly good demand on 
a small scale. 

Boston, Mass. White pine is in « very satisfactory 
position. There have been no new cuts in prices reported, 
and apparently- there will be no need of any, as the 
stocks in the hands of western men are rather scattered 
and decidedly broken. The movement is rather char- 
acterized by its lightness than anything else, but this 
condition is matched on the other side by the light 
stocks, and values seem to be about stationary, 

Spruce continues to be something of a surprise, in 
that the much heralded collapse of price does not occur, 
nor are there any signs which would indicate more than 
slight recessions. The March list is still nominally held 
to, and if a buyer wishes a frame for fairly quick 
delivery he must expect to pay the prices named in this 
list; if he states that he is in no hurry, for a month 
or six weeks, no doubt he may obtain a slight recession 
of 25 to 50 cents a thousand on some of the easier 
items. It may be fairly said, however, that the spruce 
market is reasonably firm, all things considered. One 
thing that makes business seem a little slack is that the 
retailers, who are at best doing but a limited business, 
are stripping orders from the yard instead of taking in 
new stock. Stocks in the yards, however, are becom- 
ing pretty rapidly diminished, and this presents a healthy 
aspect to the man who looks forward to next year. 





Baltimore, Md. White pine naturally shares to a 
considerable extent in the retrogressive movement of 
lumber which has developed during the past two or 
three months. Though still satisfactory as to values, 
it is moving only in limited quantities, and the future 
seems rather uncertain. The supposition prevails that 
but for the Ottawa fire, which destroyed a number of 
mills, the situation might show less strength than it 
does. Still, business is not discouraging. The future 
seems on the whole encouraging, both the domestic and 
the export trades holding out promise of a good demand. 





Philadelphia, Pa. The white pine market is in 
good shape. Prices show no change and are character- 
ized by great firmness, excepting in a few items upon 
which prices had slackened early in the year. ‘There 
is no expectation that prices generally will weaken; 
contrariwise, ho one is bold enough to wager that they 
will not advance before fall. An odd feature of the 
situation is revealed in the shipping of 4-inch upper 
grades from a Pennsylvania mill to Montreal for export 
to fill a requirement caused by the Ottawa fire. 

Spruce is in fair demand. Generally, it is a time of 
waiting. It is about the time when the eastern spruce 
begins to be felt in the market and when buyers realize 
that the West Virginia men are not forced to make 
concessions there will be more purchasing. There are 
some nice orders waiting to be placed. 


White Cedar. 








Chicago. Receipts of cedar in this market have not 
been extremely heavy thus far this season and there is 
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a fair demand for everything that has arrived. Long 
poles appear to be in the best request and ties have 
shown some degree of firmness. Paving posts are rather 
slack and offerings are above the wants of the market. 
Stocks of cedar are said to be quite full at northern 
points, in spite of the reported destruction recently of 
enormous quantities by fire. There is no apprehension 
that the requirements of the market for the season 
will not be fully met. 





Hardwoods. 





Chicago. Some of the dealers report that they are 
having a slight improvement in business this week for 
both local and outside delivery. Still trade is by no 
means of normal proportions, although the prospects 
are now that the tide will soon turn and that the demand 
will shortly regain something of its last year’s volume. 
This is predicated upon an early settlement of the build- 
ing strikes in this city. It is said that even now the 
building industry is undergoing a constant impréve- 
ment, a well posted authority stating that quite a num- 
ber of union men are quietly renouncing their alle- 
giance to the union, and seeking work in the building 
line as non-union men. This movement has an import- 
ant bearing on the situation, as even if no open settle- 
ment should be reached between the contractors’ asso- 
ciation and the Building Trades Council, it would soon 
have the effect of settling the strike of itself. It is 
believed that an adjustment of the strike, however it 
might be reached, would have a wonderful effect in 
reviving demand all over the country, as the greatest 
stress has been laid on the Chicago !abor troubles by 
business men everywhere, and the moral influence of a 
settlement would be felt in every nook and corner of 
the union. 

Prices have not shown any material change within the 
week, but have evidently reached the point where buyers 
are inclined to take hold a little more liberally. It is 
known that for a long time the price ideas of holders of 
hardwood lumber were rather too elevated for the 
average buyer, but now there is a disposition almost 
to the contrary. In fact, manufacturers and whole- 
salers of hardwood seem to be a great deal more anxious 
to dispose of their wares than consumers are to take 
them, even at a considerable reduction in price. The 
whole list seems to be somewhat weak, and even in some 
of the woods that are known to be scarce, concessions 
of a few dollars from the old prices are generally obtain- 
able. Exception to this, however, must be made in the 
case of poplar, which remains strong under a good 
demand and light stocks. 

Quartered white oak continues to show considerable 
weakness, though it is by no means certain that prices 
will decline to where they were prior to the advance. 
The fact of the matter is that buyers are beginning to 
realize the heavy inroads that have been made upon 
the standing oak timber within the last several years. 
It would not indeed be surprising if quartered oak were 
to show considerable firmness with the general revival 
of demand that is bound to come a little later in the 
season. Plain red and white oak are both in good 
request, and are somewhat steadier in price. Wiscon- 
sin oak holds all of its firmness, but this cannot be 
said of the other varieties, although well manufactured 
stock of good quality and width holds its own even under 
a deluge of offerings. Basswood is in fair request, and 
the new cut is being shaded somewhat in price. White 
ash continues to show an excess of supply over demand, 
and can probably be purchased 20 percent cheaper than 
it could three months ago. Birch is dull and weak. 
Brown ash is regarded as good property, and dry stock 
is salable at close to the old figures. Some demand is 
shown for cottonwood, but prices have eased off mate- 
rially. Gum can be considered as in fairly good demand, 
the export trade in this wood showing a constant 
improvement. Maple is weak, although a good demand 
continues to come from several points in the east for 
thick stock. Low prices are named in several markets 
for maple flooring, but values in this market are being 
well sustained. Mahogany and the finer woods are 
holding their own, being in much better request, com- 
paratively speaking, than the cheaper woods. 





Minneapolis, Minn. Factory and country trade is 
now buying only for immediate needs and demand in 
both lines is rather light. In the country, however, 
trade is reported to be picking up some. There is 
the usual June report of irregular prices but these 
mostly come from sources where there are small stocks 
on hand which are being closed out at inside prices. 
Larger dealers are holding to about the same figures 
as ruled last winter. The cost of logging and the 
price at which many jobbers bought stock has a ten- 
dency to check any downward movement. Red oak and 
basswoed are in good demand. The latter is especially 
stiff and is moving well, one very large deal having 
been reported this week. White oak and elm are being 
held for future demand. 


—_—e—oeoorr' 


St. Louis, Mo. The amount of stock changing hands 
in this market during the past week has been some- 
what larger than during any of the three preceding 
weeks. ‘Thdse who have been holding stock back at 
the mills to see just how things were going to develop 
are bringing in the more desirable classes and are 
marketing them. Consequently the receipts have been 
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quite heavy and it is worthy of remark that there is 
no more unsold lumber on the levee and at other 
receiving points than there was a week ago. 

There is an utter lack of speculative demand on this 
market. The wholesale yards and the factories alike 
are biding their time and are watching the develop- 
ment of things. They claim it is yet questionable if 
prices have reached the low water mark and they are 
awaiting a settlement of those disturbing elements which 
are ailecting the trade of the whole country. Both the 
yards and the factories are, however, absorbing more 
lumber for filling in purposes than they were at last 
report and there is a better tone to things. The various 
labor troubles in this city are yet unsettled and the 
seriousness of the situation, which it really should not 
directly affect hardwoods, is undoubtedly causing a 
depression in the spirits of the dealers that can be 
attrikuted to no other source. 

There continues to be an easy movement of red oak 
and the receipts have a tendency to increase at the 
present time. Very fair prices prevail and the wil- 
lingness to buy freely extends to the factories as well 
as to the wholesale yards. Dry stock, especially, is 
wanted but offerings of even partially dry !umber are 
very limited. Quartered white oak remains rather slow 
sale and is not being offered in as large quantities 
as at last report. 

Low grades Gi gum are not moving as freely as at 
last report. ‘The conservatism in buying evinced by 
the factories using this class of stock is seriously affect- 
ing sales, although there is yet no quotable change in 
prices. The excellent export demand is keeping upper 
grades on a firm basis. 

Cottonwood has been in heavier receipt during the 
past three weeks than at any previous period this 
year. The stock coming in, however, has nearly all 
been on contract and the offerings on the market have 
been comparatively light. Cottonwood prices, except for 
the best of mill run stock, show a slight decline dur- 
ing the past few weeks. & 

Poplar is fully as strong as it has been and the 
offerings are light. The receipts of ash are lighter 
than they were a few weeks ago and only the most 
desirable stock finds ready sale. Wagon stock is mov- 
ing freely but the buyers are specializing as to sizes 
and there is a wider range to prices than ‘heretofore. 

ee ee 

Kansas City, Mo. The hardwood men here apparently 
find no trouble in getting enough business to keep their 
mills going, and on some items they are having diffi- 
culty in supplying the demand. ‘The dealers are buying 
common oak with considerable freedom at this time, 
and there is a heavy inquiry from this section for bridge 
material. The furniture factories are steady buyers 
and are complaining that they cannot get some sizes as 
fast as they are needed. Prices are not as uniform as 
they have been, but the concerns who are in touch with 
the market have had to make but little concession in 
price to secure business. This, at least, is the experi- 
ence of the Kansas City hardwood men. 
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New Orleans, La. There has been a further decline 
in hardwood values, so far as the domestic market is 
concerned, but the easing off has been of small dimen- 
sions, The demand from the foreign trade continues to 
hold up remarkably well and prices abroad have not 
fallen off to such an extent as they have on this side. 
The export movement has been curtailed for the past ten 
days as a result of the agitation which followed the 
circular letter issued by the steamship agents, but now 
that this matter seems to have been settied to the sat- 
isfaction of the exporters, some good shipments are going 
forward again. <A feature of the situation here is the 
continued glut of low grade stock. There is no call for 
it at all, and the levee is lined with staves of inferior 
quality and low grade lumber which is going begging. 

New York City. With all the hardwoods scarce 
and firm, it is hard to pick out the one for which there 
seems to be most call. Poplar is in the van just now, 
though, with quite a strong demand and with prices 
held extremely firm at $38 for firsts and seconds and a 
decided tendency to advance a couple of dollars. As for 
quartered oak, it is also held well at $65 to $68, while 
ash is stiff. Some dry plain oak lumber is coming into 
the market, but figures are well held just the same at 
$36 to $38 for firsts and seconds. 

Buffalo, N. Y. Within the past day or two the 
reports have been much more favorable to better con- 
ditions in all lumber, especially hardwoods, which are 
quoted as firm at old figures throughout, unless it be 
quartered oak, which is not much lower and would never 
have declined at all if there had not been so much 
inferior stuff thrown on the market. When it had to 
be put down to sell it the consumer was bound to get 
good quality for the same prices. There is some improve- 
ment in the supply of basswood and elm and prices are 
good. The demand for birch remains strong and there 
is a good movement of maple, which is generally not as 
plenty as it should be. 
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Boston, Mass. The hardwood market presents no 
new phases since the last report. Inquiries are rather 
few and far between, but what orders are taken appear 
to come at about the same figures which have prevailed 
for the last few weeks. A few cars run in on the mar- 
ket here and there may bring a price which is shaded a 
trifle from the prevailing quotations. Shippers do not 
appear to have any unusual quantity which requires 
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to be forced, and Indiana quartered oak brings $65 to 
$68. It may be said that fewer sales are made at the 
latter quotation than at the former. The buyer need 
not be surprised if he has to pay the higher figure, 
if he wants a car at a stipulated time. Plain oak is 
more inquired after, and the price shows rather a stiffen- 
ing tendency. Stocks east, and west too, appear in 
moderate volume. ‘There are a good many instances of 
miserable stock, which never should have been quarter- 
sawed, being put out at reduced prices, and in some 
cases this poor stuff sets the pace and the price for the 
better article. Red oak moves in its accustomed slow 
way, with little catl and not much offered. 

Ash has remained stationary during the week at a 
slightly lower level than prevailed a week ago, and 
with no noticeable tendency one way or the other. The 
demand from manufacturing enterprises is quieter than 
was the case earlier in the year. 

Maple excites no comment, but the buyer who is in 
search of it generally discovers that he must pay about 
the full market price. Maple flooring is reported to 
be holding very fairly to the association list, and the 
movement is steady though quiet. 

There is almost no movement in elm, now that the 
supply of ash has caught up with the procession, and 
it is of slight importance. Basswood is bought in 
moderate quantities, but is fully up in price to the 
established schedule, if there may be said to be one on 
basswood in New England. 

Mahogany, walnut, sycamore and the fancy hardwoods 
generally are in moderate request, but with fairly stiff 
prices. 
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Baltimore, Md. There has been no pronounced 
change in the hardwoods during the past two weeks. 
This section appears to be at a disadvantage as compared 
to the gulf ports in the matter of shipping facilities 
and freight rates, the charges being on the whole lower 
by way of New Orleans than for eastern freights for- 
warded by rail. A fair amount of business is being 
done, however, and the indications are that the move- 
ment will continue. The domestic trade is of moderate 
proportions, with values in some directions slightly off. 
The weakest feature in the list is quartered oak, the 
drop being due to overproduction. Plain-sawed oak is in 
good request at prices which afford a fair margin of 
profit. Ash, though not moving in large quantities, holds 
its own, and cherry, together with the other hardwoods, 
commands good values. 


Philadelphia, Pa. The hardwood trade is dull, in a 
measure owing to the disturbances in the cabinet-mak- 
ing and furniture trades. There is but little buying. 
This is a condition that is expected to improve within 
a month or so and the general opinion is that there 
will be good business done in the fall. The demand for 
both red and white oak has slackened off, but bass- 
wood, the lower grades of chestnut and cherry are in 
request. There is no 14-inch No. 1 cherry to be had, 


Cincinnati, O. Business continues a little slack, but 
the cool-headed dealers are showing themselves to be 
vastly in the majority by the practically unbroken 
front as to prices. The undesirable scarcity of stocks 
makes this position really unassailable. The past week 
or two of rain has had no effect whatever on the 
movement of logs, according to word received from 
Kentucky today by a leading dealer. The number of 
mills that are cut out is apt to increase from now on. 


Poplar. 


Chicago. The position of poplar in the market seems 
to be about the best of any of the hardwoods, there 
being a ready demand for everything that is offered and 
prices being firmly held. The uncertainty of the log- 
ging situation in the poplar manufacturing districts of 
Kentucky, West Virginia and Tennessee is such that 
unless a tide comes in the headwaters of the logging 
streams this month many mills, in addition to those 
already shut down, will have to close and prices will 
be apt to soar skyward. There seems to be a fair 
supply of the upper grades of lumber visible, but com- 
mon and cull are both rather shy and on these grades 
there is apt to be a steady, if not a firmer market, 
under any contingency of production. As high as $35 
has been paid for inch poplar in this market, though 
it is not to be understood that this is the common 
price. Squares are in good request, bringing for 5-inch 
to 7-inch dimension $25 for common, and $35 for 
firsts and seconds. 
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Boston, Mass. Poplar may easily be said to be in the 
most satisfactory condition of any of the woods which 
come into New England. ‘There is no change in the 
going prices, $38 to $40 being quoted and obtained for 
a majority of the good stock, the only cuts in this 
being for portable mill sawed stock, which is not up to 
the most rigid requirements. Southern connections of 
our New England dealers all appear to be in high 
feather over the strong position the poplar men enjoy, 
and this same strength forms a powerful lever wherewith 
to keep the whole market out of the despondent state 
which might characterize it. 

ee el 

Baltimore, Md. The one bright spot in the lumber 
trade situation is poplar, which wood continues to 
command the highest prices and is in the most urgent 
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request, All the poplar mills are busy and stocks are 
absorbed as quickly as they can be put on the market, 
The requirements of the home consumers are heavy, while 
the export business takes up large quantities of the wood. 
The prevailing conditions contrast strikingly with those 
of last year, and the poplar men are correspondingly 
elated. 


Hemlock. 


The feeling among western producers of hemlock 
is indicated by the action at a meeting of the price list 
committee representing Wisconsin manufacturers held 
at Marshfield, Wis., May 29. A new price list was 
adopted which in effect is a reaffirmation of the former 
list on piece stuff and a reduction of 50 cents to $1 a 
thousand on boards. Some items of piece stuff were 
advanced 25 cents on the former list and two items, 
2x4s, 18 and 20, were reduced 25 cents. The items 
of which were advanced were 2x4s, 10 foot and 22 foot 
and 2x8 10 foot and 22 foot. 

Reports are current that hemlock prices are not being 
maintained, but it does not appear on investigation 
that price cutting has increased much of late. Of 
course trade is quiet and where some wholesdlers have 
considerable stock on hand they may be willing to 
make concessions in order to move it. West of the 
Mississippi river the situation is not so strong as it 
is in the middle states east of that river. This is due 
to competition with low priced norway piece stuff and 
yellow pine from the south. : 

Cargo prices on hemlock are considerably lower than 
they were last fall because: no one is in the market 
to buy hemlock in large lots. Instances are quoted 
where cargo hemlock has sold in Chicago at $2 under 
last fall’s prices. 

The list adopted by the Northwestern Hemlock Man- 
ufacturer’s Association and which became effective June 
1, is as follows: 

Official price list of the Northwestern Hemlock Manufactur- 
er’s Association. 
Revised May 29, 19060. 
Effective June 1, 1900. 


Association grades to govern. 
Prices f. 0. b. Wausau, Wis., freight rate. 
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11.50 11.50 12.50 12.50 13.: 
12.00 12.00 13.00 13.00 
12.50 12.50 13.00 13.50 
to 8x8 12 11.50 11.50 12.50 12.50 
No. 2 piece stuff $1.50 per M. less than No. 1. 
BOARDS. 


No. 1 12-in. boards 10 ft, and longer S1S............$14 
No. 1 %-in., 8-in., 10-in., 10 ft. and longer S1S 
No. “a boards 4-in. and up mixed widths and lenghts 1a 


No. 1 shiplap or D&M 10 to 16 ft. ; 

No. 2 shiplap or D&M 8 to 16 ft 12.00 

Cull boards and strips mixed widt 8.50 

WEIGHTS FOR DELIVERY. 

Timber or 3in. plank 2700 Ibs. 
2-in. piece stuff rough 2500 Ibs. 
a es 2000 Ibs. 
Boards, rough 2400 Ibs. 
Boards, S18 2000 Ibs. 
Shiplap or D&M 1800 Ibs. 


Where stock is quoted SIS or S1IS&EK deduct 50 cents 
per M. if wanted rough. 

Where piece stuff is wanted Si only price to be same 
as SIS&E with rough weights added for delivery. 

In quoting delivered prices add to list freight from 
Wausau, Wis. 

New York City. “It’s just what the doctor ordered,” 
could easily be the slanz expression of the dealer in 
hemlock just now, referring to the recent reduction to a 
$17 base. It has resulted in a number of inquiries for the 
stock, and if the expected boom in building does come 
there will be a rush for the lumber that will be ex- 
tremely gratifying. Even as it is, with prices firmly 
held, the demand is quite fair. 


Philadelphia, Pa. The situation shows an improve- 
ment over that of the last few weeks and is decidedly 
firmer. Inquiries are more numerous and more orders 
have been placed. There is reason to believe that a 
good deal of work that should have been commenced in 
the early spring if the labor question had not arisen 
will be undertaken right away and this will help the 
hemlock market. It is believed that the retailers 
are coming around to the view that the present figure 
is about the right one and there is already more inclina- 
tion shown to buy. Buyers are, in fact, feeling more 
confident than in the past. There is not the slightest 
reason to suppose that hemlock prices will fall below 
the existing base price, namely, $16, the figure set by 
the Williamsport meeting on May 22. For one thing 
this figure has been well maintained, excepting in a few 
isolated cases. For another, the hemlock log crop 15 
shorter than usual, the backward season curtailing the 
peeling season by two weeks, which is equivalent to 4 
reduction in the production of fully 15 percent. The 
feeling that the price of hemlock has tapered off to 
about the right figure considering the increased cost 
of production is beginning to be appreciated. The 
increased cost of manufacturing is a substantial fact, 
as witness the testimony of a manufacturer who was 10 
town during the week and who said that he had to pay 
$3 for the stumpage on a lot of timber he purchased 
from the United States Leather Company, and which 
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adjoined his own, as against $1.25 last year. At the 
Williamsport meeting the situation was reported strong. 
The prospects for the fall trade are considered good 
enough to keep it so. 





Pacific Coast Woods. 





Portiand, Ore. ‘There is no rush of business, but 
taken as a whole trade is about normal. Not many 
orders are originating from some sections and building 
does not seem to be active, but more favorable reports 
are looked for within the next thirty days. Traveling 
men report a dull trade in Oregon, Idaho, and Mon- 
tana, adjacent to the Short Line, and particularly dull 
for shingles. All the mills here are running, nine in 
number, but only two are operating nights. One new 
large mill that has recently started and another in 
prospect, have induced prices to go shaky a little on 
some kinds of stuff, but on the whole the usual average 
of values has been maintained. 

The railroad trade has apparently fallen away some- 
what, but it may be only a temporary lull. There is 
a fair demand for local building, and the call for yard 
stock in the wheat belt and mining districts southward 
and on the Oregon Railway & Navigation Company’s 
railroad is reasonably good. Collections are reported 
first class. Lath prices are firm and so are prices on 
shingles. 

The car shipments from Portland for the first four 
months of 1900 aggregate 3,08] cars of lumber and 191 
cars of shingles against 2,095 cars of lumber and 81 
cars of shingles for the same months of 1899, but 
the large showing this year is caused by the elimina- 
tion of considerable water transportation, the stock going 
by rail instead. 

Prices of logs remain firm, though if the near future 
demand does not warrant a firm price for lumber, 
logs must decline some. 

The market for box stuff is in a decided healthy 
condition and so also is the market for cedar lumber. 
A prominent sash and door concern has been offer- 
ing $15 for mill run cedars, 

Rates by water in the export trade are firmer than 
ever. All of the upper grades of lumber are firm in 
price and steady in demand. Special orders for large 
and wide joist and timbers are also firm in price. 





Southern Pine. 





St. Louis, Mo. The volume of business shows a slight 
increase over the preceding week and the mills continue 
to be filled up with orders. No one is doing a rushing 
business, but there is a large correspondence with people 
who will be in need of stock in the near future and 
every mail brings a few orders. ‘There is an absolute 
lack of speculative buying, the unsettled basis of values 
giving the situation an uncertainty which causes a 
marked conservatism in all dealings. 

There has been no change in the price situation dur- 
ing the past three weeks. Nearly every one is quoting 
on the same basis as during May, and whatever business 
is booked is taken in at values ruling last month. In no 
way has the situation changed for the worse, and the 
amount of lumber changing hands is larger. 

The opinion still prevails among the wholesalers that 
the consumption of stock is below the output of the 
mills. Stocks at the Arkansas and Missouri mills con- 
tinue to accumulate, as ‘has been the case for the past 
several months, but the mills in other sections do not 
show any wonderfully heavy stocks. Those near the 
coast have been moving things very easily and there is 
little complaint from the mills east of the river and in 
Texas. The Texas people report that things have im- 
proved during the past few weeks, and the same is true 
of those east of the river, although to a less marked 
degree, 

Large numbers of letters are being received by the St. 
Louis wholesalers from the retail districts requesting 
that something be done to place values on an even basis. 
The retailers claim to be all up in the air and can make 
no plans for the future. These letters are from people 
whose stocks are low and who would like to send in 
large orders if they were assured that prices are going 
no lower. The uncertainty of the situation keeps them 
out of the market except for small filling-in lots. The 
retailers are placed in a bad position and they will be 
thoroughly glad when things are again in such shape 
that they can buy without hesitation. 

Locally, everything depends upon the speedy settle- 
ment of the labor troubles. The situation is fully as bad 
as it has been at any time since the carpenters quit 
ry and the street car strike but serves to keep things 
dead. 
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Chicago. While there is considerable stock offered 
on this market, trade continues light and prices low, 
there being more offered than the requirement calls for. 
However, dealers who are handling yellow pine in small 
lots from the yards report a fair trade, which they 
believe is beginning to show improvement. Quite a 
number of the interior finish mills seem to be starting 
up from time to time, but not in the usual active style 
of this season of the year. Nevertheless the consump- 
tion of yellow pine in this direction, as well as that of 
other woods, amounts to considerable in the aggregate. 

Representatives of southern mills located here say 
that they are having a fair trade outside, and that 
there 1s apparently an increasing call for rift-sawed 
flooring. On this class of trade a representative of one 


of the heavier manufacturing firms states that it is 
having a considerable revival and that prices seem to 
be firming up to some extent. At any rate he had been 
sending out quotations $1 under the firm’s list of May 1, 
but had received several orders at the full list prices 
and had therefore gone back to the list on that class 
of material and was getting numerous orders. 

There is a fair inquiry for stock in the middle states, 
inany buyers having apparently come to the conclusion 
that the decline had reached its limit. Rift-sawed floor- 
ing is bringing in this territory $23 to $24 and clear 
finish in the neighborhood of $21. Flat-sawed flooring 
is quite weak, probably as much so as anything else 
on the list. Dealers here are figuring on a big local 
demand ag soon as the strikes are settled, although they 
do not look for the trade that would have been theirs 
had there been no labor troubles this year. 

Kansas City, Mo. The yellow pine situation shows 
more encouraging features than for some time past. 
While the actual demand from the southeast is not 
much greater than it has been, the dealers are sending 
in inquiries freely and write as if they would be in the 
market for lumber shortly. The dealers have had only 
a fair trade for the past month, and on account of un- 
settled price conditions have been selling from their 
stocks just as much as possible and ordering lumber 
only when their stocks would not supply the trade. 
The result is that they have reduced their holdings of 
yellow pine considerably, and to their satisfaction, as 
they did not much like the idea of having a lot of 
lumber on hand which they bought at two or three dol- 
lare more than prevailing quotations. The trade in the 
wheat country is also near at hand, and it is noticed 
that the bulk of the inquiry and of the orders as well, 
is coming from the wheat belt of Kansas and Oklahoma. 

The price situation is certainly no worse than it was a 
week ago, and several of the leading manufacturers here 
claim that there is an improvement and that they are 
getting orders at quotations which a few weeks ago 
would not capture the business. It is generally believed 
that the bottom was reached last week, and that while 
there will be no material advance in prices immediately, 
prices will be held at present quotations by the most 
of the leading concerns at least. It is also the opinion 
of the yellow pine men here that a list of some kind 
will be adopted at the St. Louis meeting this week and 
that an effort .will be made to maintain it. 
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New Orleans, La. Advices from the interior and 
along the gulf coast are to the effect that the market is 
adjusting itself and is rapidly taking on a firmer tone. 
As time goes on the opinion seems gaining that the re- 
cent slump in prices was as much the result of bad 
methods on the part of the manufacturers as a declining 
demand. As a matter of record it is said that there has 
been just as much lumber sold this spring as last, and 
that the abrogation of the list by the mills was hardly 
justified. The export trade is getting along nicely, all 
things considered, and locally there is as much business 
ag could be expected. Building operations do not seem 
to be heavy just now, but it is expected that there will 
be an improvement in this direction before very long. 
The troubles at Moss Point do not seem to have been 
entirely cured yet. The strikers have not yet retired 
from the stand taken by them and have not gone back 
to work. All of the mills are running again, however, 
with imported labor, and are not getting out anything 
like the cuts of which they are capable. 

eee . 

Buffalo, N. Y. There is an increased firmness in 
all sorts of southern pine, especially timbers, which are 
just now considerably short of the demand. Dealers 
say that timbers have not gone down any and that 
other cuts have declined $1.50 to $2 as a rule. They 
do not look for any further drop, especially since the 
restriction agreements in North Carolina and Georgia, 
though there does not appear to be any report as to the 
attitude of the mills of the Mississippi valley. This 
market is especially shy of laying in any sort of stock 
just now, but would do something unusual in southern 
pine if it was to be had. 
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Boston, Mass. Hard pine still shows a slight tend- 
ency toward nervousness, which, however, does not as 
yet result in anything like a general decline, but con- 
fines itself to a few items only. Some southern and 
western shippers have aided in stimulating this feeling 
by large shipments to the market, and just at this time 
the fellow with something to sell, which must be sold, 
finds himself more or less in the hands of the buyer. 


North Carolina Pine. 


Norfolk, Va. ‘The situation grows brighter day by 
day, caused no doubt by the decided and unanimous 
action of ninety percent of the North Carolina pine 
producers throughout this section. No one wants lower 
prices, though some buyers have been holding out hop- 
ing for them, but they are now forced to purchase and 
are doing so at list. The question of price has not been 
so great an obstacle as the lack of demand and the 
latter is becoming greater for reasons just mentioned. 

Manufacturers will continue operating on the two- 
thirds principle for a while longer in order to keep 
stock’ within limits. The members of the North Caro- 
lina Pine Association will stick to their lists, this 
being settled upon at their meeting Thursday, May 31. 
There was a very large and emphatic gathering. 








Stocks are ample for all requirements though not 
excessive. Several small circular mills up the coun- 
try are reported shut down temporarily. 

Vessels are in fair supply at $2.25 to New York and 
sound ports, $3 to Boston. 
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Boston, Mass. ‘The tendency toward weakness, if it 
actually exists, in North Carolina pine, is pretty skill- 
fully covered up. There are a good many reports from 
the wholesaler that the “other fellow” is selling beneath 
him, “but,” the informant adds, “my people do not 
seem disposed to shade; consequently my business is 
light.” That the market is a shade easier is evidenced 
by the quicker and larger shipments which come in 
response to orders. 
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Baltimore, Md. The receipts of North Carolina 
pine during the past week have been heavy, with the 
result that all the wharves show large stocks. Available 
supplies are above the requirements in most cases, and 
values have declined as a consequence. Boxmakers are 
in the market to a considerable extent, their busy season 
having begun. The outlook for this division of the trade 
is very encouraging, although the effect which activity 
in box grades might otherwise have will be to a consider- 
able extent neutralized by the quiet in other departments. 
A fair export business is being done. Manufacturers 
as well as dealers are by no means discouraged in con- 
sequence of the reaction. They regard it as temporary 
and as something which might have been expected after 
so astonishing a rise. 





Cypress. 


Chicago. Sales of cypress are keeping up in fair 
proportion to the restricted demand for all kinds of 
lumber and indications are not wanting of a con- 
siderable improvement in the near future. Stocks of 
dry cypress still keep reduced to a low figure, the 
requirements just about keeping pace with the output, 
while reserve stocks are of course out of the question. 
It is seen, therefore, that the condition .of those who 
manufacture cypress lumber is extremely fortunate, 
they having carefully avoided over production and 
refrained studiously from forcing prices to a higher 
notch than ‘has been reasonable, although it is not to 
be doubted that higher prices could have been made 
months ago and possibly well sustained even at the 
present time. Tank stock is in fair request, as is 
also factory lumber. Eastern demand is good as com- 
pared with the position of many other varieties of 
lumber, but trade in that quarter is now generally 
depressed below the usual mark of the season, largely 
in consequence of sympathetic labor troubles. 








St. Louis, Mo. There has been little change in the 
cypress situation as reported by the St. Louis oper- 
ators. The healthy state of affairs which has prevailed 
for some time continues and there is absolutely no 
feature of the situation that causes worry. Despité 
the labor troubles in the large cities and the consequent 
reduced consumption, the productive power of the mills 
seems yet unable to cope with the demand and very 
few are any nearer caught up with their orders than 
they were two months ago. Those who have recently 
returned from the Louisiana district report that the 
mills are being operated to their utmost capacity 
and that there is practically no dry stock on hand. 
Large amounts of kiln dried stock are being shipped 
on orders calling for dry lumber and the consumers, 
despite the prejudice which has prevailed against this 
method of drying, seem glad to get it. There has been 
absolutely no decline in the prices of any variety of 
stock and the future is as bright as it has been at 
any time this year. Trade here in the city naturally 
feels the unusual number of adverse conditions which 
have combined to reduce the movement of all classes 
of lumber. 





Kansas City, Mo. The demand for cypress has been 
curtailed to quite an extent in Kansas City and other 
large places on account of labor troubles, but the dealers 
are liberal buyers, and the reports from the mills show 
that the southwest is furnishing them with a large per- 
centage of the business they are now getting. This is 
easily accounted for, as the dealers are turning to 
cypress in large numbers this year on account of the 
high price of white pine, and past experience has shown 
them that they must place orders for mixed cars a 
month or more ahead of their demand, in order to get the 
lumber in time. The mills are still over thirty days 
behind on their orders, and it looks as if this condition 
would exist for some months yet. The demand from 
this territory will in all probability be heavier during 
the balance of this year than it has ever been before, and 
the manufacturers and their representatives here are 
well pleased with the outlook. Cypress prices continue 
firm, and from all reports the indications are that the 
list will not be shaded at any time this year. 





New Orleans, La. The week just ended in the cyp- 
ress market has been marked by a number of good orders 
and a constant stream of inquiries. Among the inquiries 
have come a few for notably large lots, and in almost 
every instance there has been business behind them. 
Just now, however, the mills are not after any very 
large orders. As a matter of fact several orders of this 
description have been turned down, the manufacturers 
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having determined that they had best distribute their 
stock among the greatest number of consumers possible. 
isusiness from the west has been particularly good, and 
the prospects from this section are reported bright. The 
impression seems to obtain in some quarters that there 
is a chance that cypress prices will ease off in the near 
future, but any such idea is earnestly negatived by the 
manufacturers, who declare that there is not the slight- 
est chance that there will be any departure from the list 
now in effect. They continue to claim that they have 
all the business on their books which they can attend 
to, and that, even if the deadliest dullness were to reign 
for the next forty-five days, they would not have accumu- 
lated much stock. It is a statement easily susceptible 
of proof that cypress stocks were never so low, the season 
of the year considered, as they are now, and this con- 
dition of affairs bears out the statement of the mill men 
to the effect that they would really welcome the oppor- 
tunity to accumulate some dry lumber. During the fall 
trade of 1899 and the trade this spring many an order 
had to be turned down because there was no dry lumber 
on hand, and a considerable percent of the consumers 
called for stock which had not been thoroughly dry. 
The mills do not like the idea of sending out green 
stock, for it works no good to the name of the wood, 
and they would be glad when the fall trade opens to have 
suflicient stocks of well dried and assorted lumber to 
fill all orders promptly. The shortage of lath has been 
about overcome, and it is now, as it has been for several 
weeks, possible to obtain it in carload lots. 
a al 

Baltimore, Md. Cypress shows no marked departure 
from the conditions which have characterized this wood 
for some time past. It continues to be quiet, with the 
range of values rather higher than the demand and the 
inquiry might indicate, and the situation generally kept 
well in hand. The peculiar feature about the lumber 
trade in general and cypress in particular at the present 
time is that the manufacturers seem to be in better posi- 
tion to control the market than ever before. The spirit 
of organization is in the air and a greater degree of 
cooperation prevails than ever before. This makes the 
outlook for the future decidedly hopeful, and deprives the 
present of its dispiriting aspect. 


Shingles. 


Minneapolis, Minn. During the past week the market 
for red cedar shingles has. remained about stationary. 
The demand continues to be fair but now that prices 
have again reached the normal figure trade is steady 
and well grounded. Reports of the resuming of oper- 
ations by the mills in Washington do not seem to affect 
the market to any great extent, as such action was 
fully expected and prepared for. Prices quoted at Min- 
neapolis today are about the same as last week and 
it is understood that these are well lived up to, and 
that there is little business being done under quoted 
figures, 
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Kansas City, Mo. ‘The wholesalers here who handle 
red cedar shingles report quite an increase in the in- 
quiry during the past week and some improvement in 
the demand. The dealers are getting low on shingles 
and are getting ready to place orders for fall trade. 
The mills, by closing down, have gotten rid of their 
surplus of shingles, and they are now reported scarce 
at most of the mills. ‘There are very few in transit, 
and those that are coming find ready sale at market 
prices. The mills were supposed to start up yesterday, 
but it will be a week or two yet before they will all be 
running in good shape. Prices are firm at this time 
and there are predictions that extra *A* will go to 
$2.41 in a short time. This will be an advance of 5 
cents a thousand over the present market. 
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New Orleans, La. The 30-cent advance in shingles 
chronicled last week has not had the effect of cutting 
down business any, and it is not believed that there will 
be any trouble in maintaining the list. This point will 
be dealt with at the meeting of the shingle manufac- 
turers of Louisiana, Arkansas and Texas, shortly to be 
held. The demand continues all that could be desired 
and stocks are still at a low notch. A further advance 
is hardly probable, howeyer, in spite of these conditions. 

a ad 

Boston, Mass. Lastern shingles are quoted at about 
ihe same prices that have prevailed for some time, The 
movement is slow, and it is evident that the retailers 
have large stocks, or else that the good people of New 
England have stopped shingling. This quietness has 
resulted in the shading of about 10 cents a thousand 
on Washington red cedar shingles. Clears, by which 
is meant strictly clear, five butts to two inches, 16-inch 
shingles, are sold at $3.10; extra *A* at $2.70, delivered 
on a Boston rate of freight. Since the shut-down of the 
west coast mills, the tendency toward a slight revival 
of demand is evident. 


Cooperage. 


Chicago. There was a little spurt of inquiry for 
iard tierces last week, and several sales were made at 
prices ranging from 923 to 95 cents. The demand has 
fallen off again, however, and it is now impossible to 
get 924 cents. There is no call for pork barrels. No 
staves are arriving in this market, and there is prac- 
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tically no inquiry. A few tierce hoops could be sold 
at $9.50 to $10, but demand is slow. 


Minneapolis, Minn. The market for cooperage mater- 
ial still continues dull, ‘The mills are not running 
at full capacity and many of them have shut down for 
an indefinite period. This materially curtails the 
demand for cooperage and as a result there are but 
few sales made. One local dealer declares that he has 
several cars of heading on hand but will not attempt 
to dispose of it until there is a better demand than 
at present. Prices do not seem to have been affected 
to any extent, as it is recognized that the dull trade 
will in all probability last but a short time. 
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Buffalo, N. Y. A survey of the slack-barrel field 
finds a general expectation of an ample season, which 
will take all the second-class stock, though it is of 
course too early for anything certain in that direction. 
The complaint of shortage in dry elm staves, made 
everywhere a month or so ago, is now about past, and 
every branch of the business is feeling easier on that 
account, though as a rule the prices are fully as firm 
as formerly, first-class elm staves being quoted at 
$8.75 to $9, coiled hoops at $9.50 to $10, and basswood 
heading at 6} to 64 cents a set. There is such a slow 
movement of flour that millers are buying just as few 
barrels as possible and paying not over 37 cents as a 
rule, though some of the coopers refuse to make them 
for less than 40 cents. There is a better demand from 
the consumers of second-class stock, such as the manu- 
facturers of crackers, salt, sugar and cement, but that 
is likely to create a shortage of this stock before the 
fruit season is here, unless there is something done to 
increase the supply. There will be a larger amount of 
ash, beech, maple and such stuff cut into staves this 
season than ever before, however, and as some of the 
apple men prefer a soft maple head to elm, especially 
for one end, there is likely to be stock enough. 





Advertisements will be inserted in this department 
at the following rates: 
For one week, - ~ - 
For two weeks, - - ~ - 
For three weeks, - . - 60 cents a line. 
For Four weeks, - - 7 - 765 cents a line. 
Nine words of ordinary length make one line. 
Heading counts as two lines. 
No display pt the headings can be admitted. 


Remittances to accompany the order. No extra 
charge for copies of paper containing advertisement. 
Copy must be in this office not later than Thursday 
morning to secure insertion in Saturday’s paper. 


| Wanted: Employees 


WANTED—AN EXPERT CIRCULAR MILL SAWYER 
Capable of running 10 and 12 gavge circular saws on poplar, 
oak an! other hard woods. Must be able to handle the Simonson 
log turner, and to saw quartered oak. Mill in western North 

Carolina. Apply to UNION LUMBER COMPANY, 
Pottsville, Sch sylkill County, Pa 9 


WANTED-—EXPERIENCED TRAVELING MAN 
To sell poplar and other hardwoods in Boston and vicinity, give 


references and salary expected. Address 
MEAD & SPEER, Pittsburg, Pa. 


WANTED—A SHIPPING CLERK. 
Man capable of handling mill fliprise 100 cars @ month. Must 
ess 


furnish good references. ress 
ANTRIM LUMBER CO., Antrim, La. 


26 cents a line. 
45 cents a line. 

















JUNE 9, 1900, 


WANTED-—DRAFTSMAN. 
Must be a good detailer for sash and door factory. 
Address COLE MFG. CO., Memphis, Tenn, 


WANTED—ONE GOOD STAIR BUILDER. 
Address COLE MFG, CO., Memphis, Tenn, 


WANTED. 

Experienced and thoroughly capable man to take charge of 
veneer door department, Give reference, experience and wages 
desired Applying to 
CREAM CITY SASH & DOOR CO., Milwaukee, Wis, 


WANTED-DRAFTSMAN. 
Capab'e young man to do detail work for factory. 
general knowledge of sash and door details. 
Address “F. F. 7,”’ care of American Lumberman, 
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Must have 


WANTED-—SUPERINTENDENT 

For sesine mill, and door. sash and blind factory. One preferred 
who is willing to manage mill for part of its profits. None but 4 
competent man need apply. Address 

R. L. MOSS MFG CO., Athens, Ga, 


WANTED—EXPERIENCED TRAVELING MAN 
To sell yellow pine on commission in Mlinois. Indiana and Ohio. 
SO. MO PLNE LBR. CO., St. Joseph, Mo. 


WANTED-—A MANACER. 
To take charge of railroad and logging teams. Must live in log 
camp. Will pay good wages to competent man. 
ddress ‘‘C. C, 2,’’ care of American Lumberman, 


DO YOU WANT A POSITION? 
Try @ small advertisement in the ‘“‘Wanted Employment Col- 
umn” of the American Lumberman. It goes into the offices of 
all the leading lumber industries in the world. 


| Wanted:Employment 


WANTED- POSITION IN LUMBER YARD 
By young man, 18 months experience. .Good reference. 
Address BOX &6, Athelstan,-Ia, 
BAND SAWYER WANTS POSITION. 
Mill closing down thruws sawyer out of position. Bestof refer. 
ence. Address BOX 36, Vintondale, Pa. 


WANTED-—POSITION 
By a first class steam engineer Best of references. 
ddress “F. F. 3,’’ care of Amerivan Lumberman. 


WANTEDO—POSITION IN LUMBER OFFICE. 
General experience. wholesale oftice, bookkeeping, inspecting, 
Reference, former emvloyer. Address 
“A. SUMNER,” care of American Lumberman. 























WANTED POSITION BY STENOGRAPHER 
And assistant bookkeeper. Present employers going out of busi- 
ness. Three years experience in yellow pine saw mill office. 
Best of references. Address or wire at my expense. 

E. V. SPEER, Bozeman, Ala. 


WANTED-—POSITION AS BAND FILER. 
Have had the necessary experience and consider myself thor- 
oughly competent. Address R. T. MEG: BBEN, Sullivan, Ind. 


WANTED-—POSITION 
By first class sawyer. 15 yearsexperience Gilt edgereferences, 
Answer quick. ddress BOX 50, Farmers, Ky. 


BOOKKEEPER AND OFFICE MAN 
Wants position. At present employed but desires change. Un- 
derstands the lumber business Best of references. 
Address ‘KF’. F, 6,” care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED -EMPLOYMENT. 

German gentleman thoroughly known with the import and sale 
of American hardwoods and pine in Germany, France. Holland 
and Belgium, possessing a good clientele among the European 
buyers and manufacturers and personally known to many, desire 
a posit'on with a good American lumber concern exporting, or 
desirous to export either as manager in America or to head in 
Europe a branch office. or act as European agent only. Best of 
references. 30 years old and married Address 

“E, E, 10,’’ care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED-—SITUATION. 

As estimator or foreman of custom planing mill. Twelve years 
exp rience, good draughtsman; strictly sober; best of references. 
Address “OC, FOREMAN,” care of American Lnmberman. 
WANTED-POSIT'ION 
By experienced lumberman as salesman or yard foreman. Can 
furnish best of references. Address 

“KE. E. 4,” care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED-—POSITION 
By first class band saw filer. Sober and steady. 
Address “‘E. K. Z.,”" care of Amacicen Lumberman. 























WANTED—A WHITE PINE SALESMAN. 
Somewhst acquainted with hardwoods, to handle same as a 
side line; one located in Chicago. one msking Massachusetts, Con- 
necticut, New York, Pennsylvania »nd Michigan, 
Address “‘F. F. 1," care of American Lumberman. 


. WANTED—PLANING MILL FEEDERS, 
Sorters, car loaders, tallymen, saw mill edger and rough lumber 
graders for yellow pine saw mill. Good, healthy climate. Apply 
by letter or person. LOUISIANA LUMBEx CO., Ltd, 

Rochelle, La, 


WaNTED-—A COMPETENT FOREMAN 
For sash, door and blind factory, one willing to invest a reason- 
able amount of money preferred. 
Address P, O. BOX 598, Charleston, S. C. 


WANTED—STENOGRAPHER. 
First class, experienced young man or woman, by extensive 
southern yellow pine wholesale concern, Good wages to the right 
party. Address “F F. 2,” care of American Lumberman. 


WANTEO-—TRAVELING SALESMAN. 
To sell yellow pine dressed stock in Ohio. Indiana and Pennsyl- 
vania on commission. MITH LUMBER Co., 
Thomasville, Ga. 


WANTED—HARDWOOD LUMBER INSPECTOR. 
Strictly first class, to take charge of a large hardwood yard. 
Must have had experience, be of good address, competent to 
handle men. and in addition to all the other qualifications required 
in such a man, a hustler. None other need apply. 
Address *‘F. F. 5,” care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED-—FLOOR BOSS FOR BOX FACTORY. 
Middle aged man, thoroughly cavable of handling men and 
machinery and cutting lumber to advantage. State age, refer- 
ences and wages required. 
GILMOUR & CO,, Trenton, Canada. 




















WANTED—EMPLOYMENT. 

In any capacity by man of experience, skilled in all the details 
from stump to consumer, such as filing circular and band saws, 
millwrighting. management of men, etc. Would as soon take 4 
job filing in the south. Will guarantee success or no pay. Best 
of reference. Address 

“CAPACITY,” care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED-—POSITION AS MANAGER 
Of retail lumber yard in town of 3,000 to 10,000, Best of refer 
ences. 12 years experience. Address 
“BALUSTER,” care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED—POSITION 
By first class band saw filer. Take care of two mills. Guarantee 
work will suit. Best references, Northwest p eferred. 
Address A. E. CAMPBELL, care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED-POSITION AS BOOKKEEPER 
Or stenographer by experienced man with best of references. 
Address “B. B. 8,” care of American Lumberman. 














WANTED-—POSITION AS BAND SAW FILER. 
Reliable, sober and best of references. Can bring first class 


sawyer if wanted. 
Address “FILER,” 117 Irving St., Olean, N.Y. 


POSITION WANTED-BY EXPERT FILER. 
Single or double band mill. Expect good wages. Will se 
references on peeenn 
Address “B. B 15," care of American Lumberman. 
piel" 


MANUFACTURERS AND WHOLESALE DEALERS 
In want of traveling salesmen. apply to 
Secretary, 


JNO. OXE 
Central Association Traveling Lumber, Sash and Door Salesmed, 
Indianapolis, Ind. 











